
                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
 

 
 

PCS Special:    15 May 

15M Phase 3 of SIR in 16 States, 3 U.T.s from May 30, says EC 

 16       औ  3                    SIR    च ण 3, 30  ई        : EC 

15M P. Kumaran is India’s High Commissioner in London 

   .                          च          
15M Chouhan pens book on his association with PM Modi 

 च                                                  
15M Webinar to discuss career pathways in Humanities, Sciences 

         औ                            चच                  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PATRIOTIC IAS  
Daily Current Affairs 

The Hindu Newspaper 
15 May 2026 
YouTube link: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS 

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticIAS 
 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15M. Phase 3 of SIR in 16 States, 3 U.T.s from May 30, says EC 

 16       औ  3                    SIR    च ण 3, 30  ई        : EC 

 With this phase, SIR will cover the entire country, except Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh; exercise seeks to ensure that only eligible voters are included in poll 

, says CEC. rolls

 इस चरण    स  , SIR   र          वर  र   ,  सव       च      ,     -      औ          ;  ह 

    स स     च   र          ह       व             ह         स च           ह ,  स  CEC     ह   
 The Election Commission of India (EC) on Thursday announced the schedule for Phase 3 

of the special intensive revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in 16 States and three Union Territories 

beginning May 30. 
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           च       (EC)       व र    16 र     और            स                  स  च      
 व     ह     र ऺण (SIR)    च ण 3                     ,    30  ई स      ह     

 The SIR schedule for these States (Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh) 
would be announced later after considering the completion of Phase 2 of the Census and 

due consideration of the weather in the upper reaches or snowbound areas. 

 इ  र            SIR                                  ,       ण      च ण 2      ण    और 
ऊ र         स       ऺ        स   र  वच र             

36.73 crore voters 

 36.73             

 The States and Union Territories where the SIR-3 will be carried out in a staggered manner 
are Delhi, Odisha, Mizoram, Sikkim, Manipur, Uttarakhand, Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Haryana, Chandigarh, Telangana, Punjab, Karnataka, Meghalaya, 
Maharashtra, Jharkhand, Nagaland, Tripura, Dadar and Nagar Haveli and Daman and 
Diu. 

 व  र    और        स        ह   SIR-3 चरण     र    स            , व  ह       ,      , 
      ,       ,   ण   ,        ,         ,   ण च      ,      ण , च     ,         ,      , 

      ,       ,        ,       ,        ,       ,       औ                    औ       
 The combined voter base of these States is 36.73 crore. 

 इ  र        स                र 36.73      ह   
 The final electoral rolls of the States undergoing the SIR under this phase will be published on 

different dates this year, beginning with Odisha, Sikkim, Mizoram and Manipur on 
September 6 and ending with Tripura on December 23. 

 इस चरण     ह  SIR स     र रह  र                     स च  इस व      -            र 
               ,   स              ,       ,        औ    ण    स  6  स   र    ह    और 
स               23   स  र    ह     

 The final voter lists of Delhi, Karnataka, Meghalaya, Maharashtra and Jharkhand will be 

out on October 7. 

      ,       ,       ,         औ                         स  च    7      र      र  ह     

Appeal by CEC 

 CEC         

 The exercise had already been conducted in Bihar, West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, 
Puducherry, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Chhattisgarh, Goa, 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands and Lakshadweep. 

  ह     स  ह   ह       ,    च       ,         ,     ,     च   ,         ,        ,         , 

      ,       ,     ,        औ                                         च    ह   
 In Assam, due to legalities of the National Register of Citizens (NRC), a ―special revision‖ 

was conducted. 

       ,                      (NRC) स                           रण ― व       र ऺण‖      
     

 ―I appeal to all electors to enthusiastically participate in phase 3 of the SIR and fill their 
enumeration forms. SIR is being conducted to ensure that only eligible voters are included in 
the electoral roll,‖ Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar said. 

 ―   स            स        र   ह      व  उ स ह  व   SIR    चरण 3           और       ण       

 र   SIR  ह स     च   र                  रह  ह       व             ह         स च           

ह ,‖      च                           ह   
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3.94 lakh BLOs 

 3.94     BLOs 

 Over 3.94 lakh booth-level officers (BLOs) will go house-to-house assisted by 3.42 lakh 
booth-level agents (BLAs) appointed by political parties during the enumeration phase, the 

poll body said in a statement. 

                            ह      ण   चरण      र   र             व र         3.42     

               (BLAs)    सह     स  3.94                               (BLOs)  र- र 
        

 The voter base across the 12 States and Union Territories stood at more than 50.99 crore 
when phase 2 of the SIR was announced by the EC on October 27 last year and now the 
figure stood at 45.81 crore — a decline of over 5.18 crore, which was around 10.2%. 

          व   27      र    EC  व र  SIR    चरण 2       ण      ई   ,    12 र     और     

   स                     र 50.99      स          और     ह       45.81      ह  —      
5.18      स             ,         10.2% ह   

 The rules of the Phase 3 SIR would be the same as those of the Phase 2. 

 SIR च ण 3         च ण 2   स  ह  ह     
 While announcing the Phase 2 on October 27 last year, the EC had introduced certain 

changes with learnings from Bihar where the first phase had been carried out. 

       व   27      र    च ण 2       ण   र   स   EC          स           व        र  र     

    व       ,  ह    ह   चरण   र               
 The most important of them was that no documents were to be collected from electors during 

the enumeration phase. 

 उ    स स   ह व  ण   ह        ण   चरण      र            स    ई     व    ह               
 Aadhaar had been added as the 12th document as directed by the Supreme Court, but only 

as proof of identity and not of citizenship. 

                               स र 12व      व                       ,         व   हच         ण 

        ,     र          ण           ह    
 Fresh voter registrations were also carried out simultaneously during house-to-house 

enumeration. 

  र- र  ण        र                  रण    स  -स           

15M. P. Kumaran is India’s High Commissioner in London 

   .                          च          

 India‘s new High Commissioner to the U.K., Periasamy Kumaran, 
formally stepped into his role on Thursday, presenting his credentials to Vice-
Marshal of the Diplomatic Corps, Scott Furssedonn-Wood. 

   .  .      र          च     ,                  ,       व र    औ च  र     स       
    र स      और                         -                 -                    

           
 He paid tributes to the statues of Mahatma Gandhi in Tavistock Square 

and Parliament Square and to Babasaheb B.R. Ambedkar at Ambedkar 
House in London. 

 उ ह                    और                                                       
                                      .  .                               

 Mr. Kumaran previously served as Secretary (East) in the Ministry of 
External Affairs in New Delhi and as High Commissioner to Singapore prior 

to that. 
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        र  इसस   ह    ई                            च  (    )                र च    ह  और उसस  
 ह                 च         रह  ह   

 In London, he succeeds Vikram Doraiswami, who is now India‘s Ambassador to China. 

         उ ह            ई                   ह ,         र     च             ह   

 

15M. Chouhan pens book on his association with 
PM Modi 

 च                                                  

 Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
has penned a book, titled Apnapan, on his 35-year-long 
association with Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

                             च                              स   

     35                 र                        ह   
 Talking to reporters on Thursday, Mr. Chouhan said 

the book was a deeply personal account of his close political 
and organisational association with the Prime Minister. 

    व र        र  स       र   ह      च         ह      ह       

            स   उ     र    र        और स             व    
               ववरण ह   

 Former Vice-President M. Venkaiah Naidu will 
launch the book on May 26. 

   व  उ र         .              इस           व  च  26 

 ई     र     
 Mr. Chouhan said Apnapan would offer readers 

an opportunity to understand Mr. Modi’s personality, 

leadership style, sensitivity and work ethic from a closer 
and more personal perspective. 

    च         ह                                      व, 

     व     , स व         और                       और 
              ण स  स         वसर       

15M. Webinar to discuss career pathways in 

Humanities, Sciences 

         औ                            चच      
            

 The SRM Institute of Science and Technology 
(SRMIST), in association with The Hindu, will organise a 
webinar on ―Career beyond the obvious: unlocking 
new pathways in Humanities and Sciences‖, aimed at 

broadening perspectives on the career landscape and 
highlighting the opportunities emerging beyond 
conventional professional choices. 

                  ऑ                      (SRMIST),   

         सह    स  ―Career beyond the obvious: 

unlocking new pathways in Humanities and 
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Sciences‖  व    र    व     र         र   ,   स   उ        र र   र          र       ण 

    व   र  र   और   र   र      वर  व     स      उ र    वसर     उ   र  र   ह   
 With industries increasingly valuing interdisciplinary skills, the session will explore how 

disciplines in the humanities and sciences are opening doors to careers across sectors such 
as research, technology, media, analytics, public policy, behavioural sciences, 
communication, sustainability, and innovation. 

 उ       व र   ह  व                   ह                 च,  ह स                व   और 
 वऻ       व       स     स    ,          ,       ,         स, स व          ,   वह र  वऻ  , 

स च र, स    व  स और  व च र   स   ऺ        र र        वसर     रह  ह   
 It will offer insights into emerging trends, industry expectations, and other critical aspects. 

  ह उ र        , उ           ऺ    और      ह व  ण   ह      र      र        र     
 The panel will feature A. Vinay Kumar, Pro-Vice-Chancellor (science, Humanities, and 

management), SRMIST; A. Duraisamy, Dean, Faculty of Sciences and Humanities, SRMIST; 
Deepa Sethi, Executive Chair of Globe, IIM, Kozhikode; and Kamal Karanth, co-founder, 

Xpheno Private Ltd. 

          .           ,   -व इस-च  स र ( वऻ  ,     व   और      ), SRMIST;  .    ई    ,    , 

       ऑ  स इ स                 , SRMIST;          ,          व च  र ऑ      , IIM        ; 

और         , सह-स      , Xpheno Private Ltd.       ह     
 The webinar is eighth in the Future Career Conversations series and will be hosted by 

Prince Frederick, Civic Affairs Editor and Editor, Opportunities, The Hindu. 

  ह व     र Future Career Conversations             व          ह  और इस   स च         

      ,  स व      स      र  व      र, Opportunities, The Hindu  व र              
 Those interested may scan the QR code or visit https://newsth.live/THSRMHE for 

registration. 

 इ              रण        QR           र स    ह     https://newsth.live/THSRMHE  र    
स    ह   
 
 

GS Paper 1: History 15 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
15M Vande Mataram and the challenge to multicultural nationalism 

            औ                          च      
15M ‘Land promised to us’: far-right Israelis dream of settling in southern Lebanon 

 ‘              ई     ’:    ण                                       ण             
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15M.  Vande Mataram and the challenge to multicultural nationalism 

            औ                          च      

 The decision to sing the full version of Vande Mataram at government events has 
revived debate over the song’s communal undertones and its compatibility with the 
secular and multicultural foundations of the Indian state. 

                                   ण       ण              ण                                    
                             औ                                                        

                        
 The official oath-taking ceremony of C. Joseph Vijay, as the 13th Chief Minister of Tamil 

Nadu, on May 10 saw the playing of the national song Vande Mataram at the beginning and 
end of the event, before the national anthem and the Tamil anthem (Tamil Thai Vaazhthu — 

a song praising Mother Tamil). 

10  ई                13व                      .                     र       हण स  र ह    
र                                         और स      र व            , उस       र       और 
         (       ई       —                    र   व       )                 

 Written in 1871, the Tamil anthem has been sung at all Tamil Nadu government events since 
1970, following an order issued by the then Chief Minister, Mr. Karunanidhi. 

1871            इस             1970 स           सर  र    स                      रह  ह ,  ह 

  व                       ण       व र    र                   ह ई     
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 It is a secular song that praises the language and culture of the land without invoking any 
specific religion. 

 ह         र  ऺ     ह       स   व           उ              इस              और स          
   स   र   ह   

 In 2018, controversy erupted when the Kanchi Pontiff, Shri Vijayendra Saraswathi 
Swamigal, refused to stand during the Tamil anthem. 

2018    उस स    वव   उ     ह         च                                              

         र       ह    स  इ   र  र       
 A legal case was filed, and in 2021, Justice G.R. Swaminathan of the Madurai Bench of the 

Madras High Court said that the Tamil Anthem was only a prayer song and that there was 

no executive or statutory order requiring people to stand. 

इस                          र         , और 2021           च               र         
            .  .               ह                व                ह                  ह       
      ई              व  व             ह   ह   

 Then, the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) government under M. K. Stalin declared 

Tamil Thai Vaazhthu the State song and mandated that everyone, except persons with 
disabilities, should rise while it is sung. 

इस         .  .                व व                    (DMK) सर  र           ई व        र    

               और  ह    व                                   र स       इस               
  र       ह     

 It has been performed before the national anthem at all State government events. 

   स  इस  स   र    सर  र             र       स    व                  ह   
 Vande Mataram has long been controversial due to its glorification of one religion. 

                 स   स              ह            रण  वव       रह  ह   
 In February 2026, the Government of India made it mandatory to play or sing the full song at 

all government events. 

 रवर  2026                  स   सर  र             इस          ण  स   रण    व            

   व     र       
 According to the order, the song should be rendered during the arrival and departure of the 

Governor at formal State functions. 

           स र, औ च  र  र               र               और          स   इस        
       रण           च  ह   

 Vande Mataram was sung at Mr. Vijay‘s oath-taking ceremony in this order. 

    व           हण स  र ह       इस        व       र                   
 But why did the opposition parties, including Congress, oppose singing the full verses of 

Vande Mataram at government events? 

             स ह   व ऺ         सर  र             व       र        ण  स   रण             वर   

        ? 

 While the song is celebrated for its literary excellence and its role as a slogan during the 
freedom struggle, the song has a strong communal undertone, glorifying the Hindu religion, 
which is against the secular and multicultural values of the Indian state. 

      इस        उस   स  ह     उ        और  व      स          र     र           उस          
       सर ह       ह ,   र    इस          स          वर       ह ,     ह             ह        र   
ह  और   र    र            र  ऺ      ह स                   व              ह   

Historical origins 
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 Bankim Chandra Chatterji’s Bengali novel Anandamath, written in 1882, has the song 

Vande Mataram (―Hail to the Mother‖). 

      च   च             1882                   उ    स           व       र   (―           ‖) 

          ह   
 The novel was translated into English as Abbey of Bliss by Nares Chandra Sen-Gupta in 

1906. 

इस उ    स              व        च      -         1906    Abbey of Bliss     स        
 The original novel‘s context was the Sannyasi rebellion against Muslim rule, where the 

author welcomed British rule and its positive potential for transforming India. 

    उ    स    स              स      व                   ,   स                   स  और 
  र       रव      र      उस   स  र     ऺ        व             

 During the national independence movement, the novel was translated again by Basanta 
Koomar Roy in 1941. 

र       व                  र   1941    इस उ    स            व                    व र       
     

 This version sanitised all its communal aspects to suit the Indian independence movement. 

इस स   रण      र     व                             ह    उस   स   स          ह        ह     
     

 In the preface to the 1941 translation, William J. Jackson, Professor, Department of 
Religious Studies at Indiana University-Purdue University, mentioned that the original 

author would not have approved of various omissions made in the new translation. 

1941       व          व                         -                                  व       
    सर          .          उ                            व              व      व         
 व   र  ह    र    

 The 1941 translation, which is widely available today, does not reveal the original context of 
the novel or the song Vande Mataram. 

1941     ह    व  ,                स  उ     ह , उ    स   व  व       र              स        
     ह    र    

 In the prefatory note to the original 1906 translation, Abbey of Bliss, Nares Chandra Sen-
Gupta stated that anti-Muslim sentiment and Hindu nationalist feelings were significant 

aspects of the novel. 

1906           व   Abbey of Bliss        व           च      -                       - वर    
  व   और  ह    र   व     वच र उ    स     ह व  ण   ह       

 He wrote: ―Two very sinister consequences are seen to flow from this conception of a 
religious basis of nationality in the present work. The first is the attempt to rehabilitate the 
Hindu Pantheon with new-fangled patriotic gods and goddesses, and the second is the 
morbid dislike of Mussulmans that seems to be indicated in this work‖ (pages vii–x). 

उ ह        : ―र                     र    इस  व  रण  स               र   रण   उ     ह    
    ई      ह    ह  ,       र             व -  व              स   ह      व                   र      
   स, और   सर ,   स               व     ण ,    इस                  ई      ह ‖ (     vii–x)  

 He further observed that the heroes of the novel were hostile to Mussulmans, and this led him 
to think thrice before placing the work before a larger public through translation. 

उ ह         ह     ह     उ    स           स                    ण    , और इस    रण उ ह  इस 

           व            स                स ऺ        र   स   ह    ई   र  वच र  र        
 The novel not only glorifies the Hindu religion but also expresses anger that the caste 

system is not being protected under Muslim rulers. 

 ह उ    स     व                 ह        र   ह ,      इस      र              र   ह     

         स                          रऺ   ह         रह  ह   
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 One passage states: ―In every country, the bond that binds a sovereign to his subjects is the 
protection that he gives; but our Mussalman king — how does he protect us? Our religion is 
gone; so is our caste, our honour and the sacredness of our family, even! Our lives even are 
now to be sacrificed. Unless we drive these tipsy long beards away, a Hindu can no longer 
hope to save his religion.‖ 

           ह      ह : ―               स  और          च स     उस       ई स रऺ   र     र  ह    
ह ;       ह  र    स       स  — वह ह  र  रऺ    स   र   ह ? ह  र          ह      ह ; ह  र      , 

ह  र  स     और ह  र    रव र      व       स     ह   ई ह !  ह         ह  र    व            ह    
व    ह         ह  इ            व        ह   ह    ,         ई  ह                 च            ह   
 र स    ‖ 

 It is not only the Muslim rulers who are opposed in the original novel; hatred against ordinary 
Muslims is widespread. 

    उ    स      व           स      ह   वर    ह            ह ; स        स                
        ण           ई ह   

 In some sections, the villagers are urged to set fire to the Muslim homes and pillage them. 

                ण             र              और उ ह               उ स        ह   
 The novel also mentions the Sannyasi rebellion as a means to make the British, the 

sovereigns of India, who are friendly and can instill knowledge of Hinduism. 

उ    स                    उ        इस                ह     वह             र       स      , 

      व  ह  और  ह           ऻ         र स    ह   
 One passage reads: ―The true Hinduism is based on knowledge and not on action. To revive 

it, therefore, you have first to disseminate objective knowledge. The English are great in 
objective sciences, and they are apt teachers. Therefore, the English shall be made our 
sovereign‖. 

           ह      ह : ―स च   ह        ऻ    र     र  ह ,      र  ह    इस    उस        व         

स स   ह   व        ऻ       स र  र   ह           व         वऻ        ह   ह  और व  उ      

  ऺ  ह                 ह  र    स             च  ह  ‖ 

The present debate 

           

 During the pre-independence period, the leaders did not reject Vande Mataram completely 

but tried to restrict it to the first two stanzas, as the other stanzas glorified religion. 

 व     -  व                                    ण      व   र  ह       ,      इस    व            र  
   स     र          स     ,              र           ह        र       

 Jawaharlal Nehru read the original English translation, Abbey of Bliss, to understand the 

song‘s background and agreed that it would irritate Muslims. 

                                    स                          व   Abbey of Bliss     और 
 ह  व   र          ह   स          ह   र स    ह   

 In 1937, a Congress sub-committee resolved to sing the first two stanzas, which praised the 
beauty and abundance of the motherland. 

1937                 उ स          व   ह         र               ण       ,                स   र   
और स            स   र       

 The other stanzas were excluded from the singing. 

       र          स    हर र        
 During the Constituent Assembly debates, many Bengali members, including Syama 

Prasad Mookerjee, praised the song, but finally, Jana Gana Mana was adopted as the 

national anthem. 
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                हस       र                    स ह              स        इस           स    , 
                ण       र                 व   र           

 An idea or a text derives its meaning from the context in which it emerges; without that 
context, it becomes a mere ritual. 

  स   वच र               उस स     स  उ     ह    ह    स   वह स         ह ; उस स             वह 

  व     औ च  र             र रह      ह   
 Nationalism and patriotism are not mere rituals; they carry emotional and moral duties 

towards the political state. 

र   व   और                      ह   ह ; व  र        र             व      और            व  
   वह   र   ह   

 The revival of the song and its imposition at this period, when accusations against the ruling 
regime of its communal polarisation reeked more ideological than nationalistic. 

 स  स      इस               र और उस      व             ,    स       स   र स         

  व  रण     र           रह  ह ,      व च  र       ह    ह       र   व     
 Indian nationalism can never be confined to a monocultural identity, and we need stronger 

voices from Opposition parties and civil society to protect the multi-cultural foundations of 

the Indian state. 

  र    र   व                   स          हच      स      ह           स   , और   र    

र        ह स            व    रऺ         ह                                     स    

 व        व      ह   
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15M. ‘Land promised to us’: far-right Israelis dream of settling in southern 
Lebanon 

 ‘              ई     ’:    ण                                       ण             

 With fighting between Israel and Hezbollah displacing more than a million Lebanese, a far-
right fringe of Israel‘s settler movement is turning its gaze northwards. 

        और                च    ई      रण  स     स                व       ह  च    ह , और 
इ र इ      स ह                 ऺण            उ र     र   र      रह  ह   

 Anybody who follows the Old Testament should know the land of Israel is promised to them 
from the Nile to the Euphrates, they say. 

 व   ह   ह                                 र   ह , उस      ह    च  ह     इ र इ          उ ह  
        स     र                व        ई ह   

 From her home in an Israeli settlement in the occupied West Bank, Anna Sloutskin yearns 

to expand her country‘s borders and one day move to southern Lebanon. 

      व                   इ र इ                 र स ,                            स         
 व   र  र   और          ऺण             स      इ    र    ह   

 And she is not alone. 

 और वह        ह   ह   
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 With fighting between Israel and Hezbollah displacing more than a million Lebanese, a far-
right fringe of Israel‘s settler movement is turning its gaze northwards. 

 इ र इ  और  ह      ह      च स          रण  स     स                व       ह   ह , और 
इ र इ      स ह                 ऺण            उ र     र     रह  ह   

 Uri Tzafon, or ―Awake, North Wind‖, comprises dozens of families, according to Ms. 

Sloutskin, a 37-year-old research biologist who says the movement has seen growing traction 
since she co-founded it in 2024. 

           ,   स       ―    , उ र    हव ‖ ह ,            रव र       ह ,  स  37 व        

  व वऻ    स       उ       ह   ह ,    ह    2024    इस   सह-             और उ     ह   ह  
      स  इस                स         रह  ह   

 The group envisages Israel‘s northern border extending to at least the Litani river, which 

runs some 30 kilometres deep into Lebanese territory, and aims to establish a permanent 
Israeli civilian presence in the area. 

  ह स  ह इ र इ     उ र  स          स                    व    र   र             र   ह ,    
         ऺ          30        र    र     ह   ह , और वह         इ र इ       र  उ       

        र   च ह   ह   
 ―The idea is that most of the population flees, we move the border, and we do not let that 

population return, and it remains a part of the State of Israel by declaration,‖ said Ms. 
Sloutskin, who formed the movement in memory of her brother Israel Sokol, an Israeli soldier 

killed in Gaza in 2024. 

 स       उ          ह , ― वच र  ह ह                          , ह  स              , और उस 

         व  स         ,     वह  ऺ     ण           स  इ र इ  र        ह स      रह  ‖ उ ह    
 ह               ई                               ,    2024              र        इ र इ   
स         

 ―He dreamed of settling in Lebanon,‖ she told AFP from a hilltop lookout dedicated to Sokol 
near the settlement of Karnei Shomron in the northern West Bank. 

 उ ह    उ र  व               ई                  स स        स       ह        स  AFP         , 
―वह            स      स             ‖ 

 ―He said he wanted to live in a place that is green in the summer and white in the winter.‖ 

 ―उ ह     ह        वह  स    ह रह   च ह   ह               हर  और स         स    ह  ‖ 
 The Israeli government has given no public political support to the movement to settle 

southern Lebanon. 

 इ र इ   सर  र      ऺण             स      इस             ई स व      र        स      ह   
     ह   

 In the occupied West Bank, the government has greenlit a major expansion of Israeli 
settlements and far-right Ministers have openly called for the territory‘s annexation. 

      व    व           सर  र    इ र इ                  व   र        र     ह  और      ऺण     
                 र  र इस  ऺ      व              ह   

 Excluding east Jerusalem, more than 5,00,000 Israelis live in the occupied West Bank in 

settlements that are illegal under international law, among some three million Palestinians. 

   व               र,      व    व                  स                      च 5,00,000    
              स            रह   ह     ह     रर                ह   व             ह   

 Ms. Sloutskin insisted that Jewish settlement in southern Lebanon was key to Israel‘s security 
and ending the cycle of conflict with Iran-backed Hezbollah. 

 स       उ           र    र  ह       ऺण             ह     स ह  इ र इ     स रऺ  और ईर   

स       ह      ह    स   स        च     स      र            ह   
 ―What the IDF is doing right now is the first stage,‖ she said, referring to the Israeli military.  

 उ ह    इ र इ   स            र   ह    ह , ―           IDF  र रह  ह , वह  ह   चरण ह  ‖ 
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 ―The IDF goes in, conquers, and clears. And afterwards we must not withdraw, but settle.‖ 

 ―IDF    र      ह ,       र   ह  और  ऺ  स    र   ह   और उस       ह   व  स  ह   ह    च  ह , 

      स      च  ह  ‖ 
 Following its invasion of parts of southern Lebanon, the Israeli military said forces may have 

to remain in the area without specifying for how long. 

   ऺण                 ह स       स          , इ र इ   स        ह            वह   रह      स    ह , 
ह             स       ह       ह             

 A ceasefire has been in place since mid-April, and Israeli and Lebanese negotiators are 
holding a new round of talks in Washington. 

             स       वर        ह , और इ र इ               व      र व            ई व      र रह  
ह   

‘Nile to Euphrates’ 

 ‘                 ’ 

 On a WhatsApp channel with more than 600 members, Uri Tzafon posts invites to online 
meetings and maps showing supposedly ancient Jewish settlements in southern Lebanon. 

 600 स       स     व        ह  स   च     र, उर         ऑ   इ                ण और 
  ऺण                   च    ह                   स     र   ह   

 On Telegram, their number of followers sits at over 900. 

          र उ    900 स            स  ह   
 Contract farmworker, Ori Plasse, joined the group in its early days after being actively 

involved in settlements in both the West Bank and Gaza. 

             व  र           इस स  ह                         ह  ,       व  व        और      
               स  स       स       रह      

 The 51-year-old, who emigrated from Manhattan in the 1990s, told AFP that he and a group 
of others drove into Lebanon through an open border gate a year and a half ago.  

 1990              ह    स   व स  र   व    51 व       स     AFP                 स    ह   वह 

और                स  ह      स     व र स             व    र         
 The intention, he said, was to set up a tent, plant trees and ―start something that would pick 

up momentum.‖ 

 उ ह     ह     उ                ,           और ―     स       र                 स   ‖ 
 He was soon escorted out by Israeli soldiers but described the experience as ―amazing‖. 

 उ ह      ह  इ र इ   स           हर           ,       उ ह    इस     व    ―     ‖        
 ―You feel like you‘re home, you feel it‘s your country,‖ he said from his house in Moshav Sde 

Yaakov in northern Israel. 

 उ र  इ र इ                                र स  उ ह     ह , ― स       ह    स           र    
ह ,   स   ह          ह  ‖ 

 In February, Uri Tzafon organised another tree-planting trip to the border, publishing photos of 
children smiling alongside Israeli flags and placards erected next to the wall.  

  रवर    , उर            स     र    और व ऺ  र  ण                और   व र      स     इ र इ   
                   स        र      च       व र              

 The Israeli military condemned the incident in which it said two civilians crossed the fence, 
constituting a criminal offence endangering civilians and troops. 

 इ र इ   स       इस                 ,   स   उस      स र        र            र   ,        र   
और स           र           व      र       र   ह   

 In his garden, Mr. Plasse enthusiastically opened an old shipping container holding supplies 
to build settlements — including mattresses, sleeping bags and plastic sheets. 
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         च    ,       स     उ स ह  व        र                र        स            स           

स     र      —   स       ,             और                        
 Inside, he flicked through a book with maps showing Israel‘s borders spanning from parts of 

modern-day Egypt to Iraq. 

    र उ ह                 ई   स          ,       इ र इ     स                         ह स  
स     र इर           ह ई     ई  ई      

 ―Anybody who follows the Old Testament... should know that the land of Israel is promised to 
us from, basically most people say it‘s the Nile and to the Euphrates River,‖ said Plasse. 

    स      ह , ―     ई                          र   ह ... उस      ह    च  ह     इ र इ          

ह  ,   स               ह   ह ,         स     र                व        ई ह  ‖ 
 Ahead of elections due later this year, Mr. Plasse said Uri Tzafon would try to get support 

from politicians, but admitted their responses had so far been ―vague‖. 

 इस व          ह    व    च   व  स   ह  ,       स      ह     उर         र         स  स             
       र   ,       उ ह     व   र               उ     व   ―     ‖ रह  ह   

 Mr. Sloutskin, however, insisted there was backing from some lawmakers and even Ministers. 

 ह      ,          उ           र    र  ह         स  स   और  ह                      स     

     ह   
 ―Some say it openly, some say it under the table, but there is definitely support,‖ she said. 

 उ ह     ह , ―        इस      र  ह   ह ,          र ऺ    स   ह   ह ,           च     स  स     

      ह  ‖ 
 Last month, Uri Tzafon published a photo of Ms. Sloutskin meeting with Environmental 

Protection Minister Idit Silman, captioned: ―During the meeting with the Minister, the issue 

of taking the territory was raised.‖ 

        ह   , उर            स       उ               ण     ण                     स           
  व र          ,   स                   : ―        स             र    ऺ   र       र            
उ         ‖ 

 The dream of settling Lebanon sits on the ultra-nationalist margins of Israeli society, but both 
Ms. Sloutskin and Mr. Plasse were certain their views would become more mainstream with 
time. 

            स      स    इ र इ   स          र   व        र   र       ह ,       स    
   उ      और       स           व व स ह     स      स   उ     वच र       र               

 In his sparsely decorated home, Mr. Plasse proudly displayed a certificate of appreciation for 
Gaza settlement activists, signed by far-right National Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir 
and Deputy Speaker Limor Son Har-Melech. 

      स   रण स    र   ,       स      व  स                                 स     ण         , 
  स  र      ऺण                                       और                     -         
ह   ऺर     

 ―Ultimately, it has to be the people who want it,‖ Ms. Sloutskin said. 

 स       उ          ह , ―       ह         इ     र     र  र    ‖ 
 ―The people must lead.‖ 

 ―             व  र   ह    ‖ 

 

 

 

 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
6 

GS Paper 1: Geography 15 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

15M Unseasonal storms, rain leave 111 dead, 72 injured in Uttar Pradesh 

             औ                       111            , 72      

15M China’s Pacific ally Solomon Islands to elect new leader 

 च                                          च      
 
 

 
Dry seasoning: A worker harvests salt at the Little 
Rann of Kutch region in Gujarat, where summer 
temperatures routinely cross 45 degrees Celsius. 
While India faces heatwaves every year, few 
places endure conditions as searing as the 
country‘s western desert salt pans, where workers 
have to survive almost unbearable temperatures 
 

 

 

15M. Unseasonal storms, rain leave 111 dead, 72 injured in Uttar Pradesh 

             औ                       111            , 72      

 Heavy showers and thunderstorms wreak havoc across the State; 179 livestock losses, 
damage to 227 houses reported; Chief Minister Adityanath directs district magistrates and 

other officials to immediately visit victims and release compensation. 
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   र     र  और     -           र  र          ह   च ई; 179          ह    और 227  र        स   

   स च       ;                                 र   और           र        र          स  
      और    व     र   र                 

 Over a hundred people were killed across Uttar Pradesh after powerful storms and 

unseasonal heavy rain pounded the State, uprooting trees and electric poles and damaging 
houses, on Wednesday and Thursday. 

    व र और    व र                    और     स    र     र                     व      ,   सस  
    और               उ           र        स    ह  च  और स  स                   ह   ई  

 Large-scale storms, lightning, and thunder strikes caused significant damage across several 
districts over the past 36 hours, State Relief Commissioner Hrishikesh Bhaskar Yashod 

said on Thursday, adding that the situation is being monitored. 

 र    र ह                                व र     ह           36                     र    

     ,         र   और                        स   ई           र     स   ह   ह  और       

 र    र    र      रह  ह   
 ―Reports of 111 deaths were received from 26 districts. 

 ―26      स  111          र          ह ई ह   
 72 persons were injured, 170 livestock losses and damage to 227 houses have been 

reported,‖ the Relief Commissioner‘s office said in a statement. 

 72          ह   ह , 170          ह    और 227  र        स      स च        ह ,‖ र ह        

                    ह   
 At least four people each died in the districts of Barabanki, Bahraich, Kanpur Dehat, Basti, 

Sambhal, Hardoi, and Unnao. 

         ,      च,             ,     ,     ,     ई औ                   स     च र-च र         
    ह ई  

 A video of the extreme weather event circulated in social media showed a man being hurled 
into the air in Bareilly district during strong winds on Wednesday. 

 स            र व  र  ह   इस चर    स             व            व र        हव         र         
                    हव     उ     ह               

 The man was taking shelter under a tin shed when the storm reportedly ripped off the 
structure, throwing both the shed and the man several feet into the air before he crashed to 
the ground with minor injuries. 

                    च   रण    रह    ,                     र  र उस    च     उ         और     

                   ई     हव     उ        ,   स       वह        च       स         र   र      
 Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath directed district magistrates and other officials to 

―immediately visit the affected sites and provide assistance to the victims and release 
compensation,‖ and sought updates every three hours, an official statement said. 

                                      र   और           र      ―  र       व            र  
 र  ,           सह           र   और    व     र   र  ‖                  हर                   

        र       ,       र           ह       
 Noting that lakhs of people have been badly affected by the storms, Samajwadi Party 

president Akhilesh Yadav asked the government to provide comprehensive relief. 

  ह  ह   ह                      स    र   रह     व  ह   ह ,                  ऺ                
सर  र स        र ह        र               

 ―The government should carry out relief and rescue work on a war footing, immediate 
arrangements should be made for the best possible free treatment for the injured, food and 
water should be made available as soon as possible, the dead should be cremated with 
respect,‖ he said in a post on X. 

 उ ह    X  र             ह , ―सर  र           र  र र ह  और  च व       र   च  ह ,          
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    सव         उ च र            व            च  ह ,      और          उ      र    
     च  ह  और          स      व         स    र           च  ह  ‖ 

15M. China’s Pacific ally Solomon Islands to elect 
new leader 

 च                                          च      

 The Solomon Islands Parliament will elect a new Prime 
Minister on Friday, with a reformer seeking better social services 

and a government Minister known for foreign infrastructure deals 
among the frontrunners. 

                       व र                   च   व  र   ,   स   
  ह र स       स व             र   व       स   रव         और  व     
 वस रच   स                       व       सर  र              व   र  
         ह   

 The Solomons has been one of Beijing’s closest partners 
in the South Pacific since striking a secret security deal in 2022, 

and leadership changes in the strategically located archipelago are 
closely watched by Western diplomats. 

 2022         स रऺ  स       र          स  स       व  स  ह        

   स स   र    स     र     स     रह  ह , और इस रण         स  
 ह व  ण   व  स  ह         व   रव     र    च   र        र      र 
र  रह  ह   

 Fifty lawmakers will vote on Friday morning for a new 
leader after Prime Minister Jeremiah Manele was ousted last 

week in a no-confidence vote. 

                                  स   ह   व व स     व    ह    

               व र स  ह  च स स  स                        र     
 One of the lawmakers who voted to remove him, former 

Foreign Minister Peter Shanel Agovaka, is the caretaker 

government‘s candidate for the next leader. 

 उ ह  ह         ऺ           र   व    स  स      स    ,   व   व         
                  ,     व ह  सर  र     र स               
उ    व र ह   

 The Opposition leader, Solomon Islands Democratic 
Party’s Matthew Wale, and former Deputy Prime Minister 

Manasseh Maelanga, are also vying for the job. 

  व ऺ        ,                                           , और   व  उ                            
इस                     र रह  ह   

 University of Hawaii associate professor Joseph Foukona said Mr. Wale was a reformer. 

            ऑ     ई     स  स       सर                  ह        व       स   रव         ह   
 He has previously pledged to boost education and fix hospitals that often run out of medicine. 

 उ ह     ह     ऺ        व       और उ             स   र      व                    सर  व इ   
       ह       ह   

 Mr. Agovaka, one of the founder‘s of the previous coalition government‘s OUR Party, is likely 

to continue its policies, Mr. Foukuna told AFP. 

       व   ,              सर  र    OUR Party    स           स     ह , और              AFP 

            व  स  व   उस               र  र      
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 Those policies have been dominated by infrastructure projects built by China after the 
Solomon Islands switched ties from Taiwan to Beijing in 2019. 

 इ          र च    व र           वस रच     र               व रह  ह ,    स       इ   स    
2019           स  स         र        स  स                    

 Former Australian diplomat to the Solomon Islands, James Batley, said both Mr. Wale and 
Mr. Agovaka would likely continue to balance ties with China and Australia, a major aid 

donor. 

 स       इ   स    ऑ             व  र                      ह        व    और       व         
ह  स  व   च   और      सह          ऑ           स   स       स          र      

 

GS Paper II: Polity 15 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

15M Free and fair elections are dependent on a truly independent poll body: SC 

       औ        च                      च                      :            
15M HC recalls its earlier order on journalist’s PIO status 

   ई                  PIO                                   
 

 
 

15M.  Free and fair elections are dependent on a truly independent poll body: 

SC 

       औ        च                    च                      :            

 Top court questions neutrality of Prime Minister-led selection panel for Election 
Commissioners, highlights absence of even ―one absolutely neutral person‖; Attorney-
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General says the court cannot become a ―second chamber of Parliament‖; Bench suggests 
referring petitions to Constitution Bench. 

                       -            च                ऺ    र सव   उ   ,    च               
         र   ह , और  ह र                उस   ―        ण        ऺ      ‖  ह   ह ;            

    ह           ―स स       सर  स  ‖  ह      स   ;           च                                
स   व       

 The Supreme Court on Thursday nudged the Union government to address concerns over 
its dominant role in the appointment of Chief Election Commissioners and Election 
Commissioners, observing that free and fair elections depend on a truly independent 
Election Commission. 

                  व र        सर  र         च            औ  च                          उस   
                  र उ    च         स       र       ह  और  ह      व     व      ऺ च   व 

व   व     व    च           र     र  र   ह   
 The court highlighted the absence of even ―one absolutely neutral person‖ on the Prime 

Minister-chaired selection committee. 

                                  च            ―        ण        ऺ      ‖              

   र              
 It questioned the presence of a Cabinet Minister on the panel, observing that such a Minister 

could not be expected to defy the Prime Minister. 

          स                        उ        र सव   उ     ह    ह      स       स              
 वर    र         ऺ   ह         स     

 The court also asked whether the presence of the Leader of the Opposition on the 

committee was merely ―ornamental‖ as appointments could be made without a unanimous 
vote. 

           ह                स                        उ         व  ―औ च  र ‖ ह ,       

           सव स                      स    ह   
 The court was hearing a batch of petitions challenging the Chief Election Commissioner 

and other Election Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service, and Term of 
Office) Act, 2023. 

            च           औ      च           (       ,             औ         )        , 

2023    च           व       च        स  ह  र स  व ई  र रह      
 The petitioners contended that the Act ―defeated‖ a Constitution Bench judgment in the 

Anoop Baranwal versus Union of India case, which had constituted a selection panel 
comprising the Prime Minister, the Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, and the 
Chief Justice of India. 

    च                         ह                                                           
  ण      ―      व ‖  र      ह ,   स   च   स                ,                        औ       

                                       
 The 2023 Act, passed within months of the judgment, replaced the Chief Justice with a 

Cabinet Minister nominated by the Prime Minister. 

   ण          ह   ह           र  2023                                  ह           व र  
                             र       

‘Judicial restraint’ 

 ‘           ’ 

 Describing the Anoop Baranwal judgment as a ―classic example of judicial restraint and 

statesmanship‖, the court indicated that the 2023 Act handed the power to the Executive to 
―call the shots‖ in the appointment of the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) and Election 
Commissioners (ECs). 
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               स      ―       स    और र        र          उ      उ  हरण‖       ह         

   स             2023                 च           (CEC) और च            (ECs)    
                         ―  र       ण‖      ह   

 ―Judgments of this court from 1950 are eloquent on the point that the Executive cannot call 
the shots as far as elections are concerned… Free fair elections are an important part of the 
Basic Structure. It can only be accomplished by having an independent Election 
Commission of India. The Election Commission can only be independent if it has 
independent Commissioners,‖ Justice Dipankar Datta, heading a Division Bench, told 
Attorney-General R. Venkataramani, appearing for the Union government. 

 ―1950 स  इस            ण           स   ह   ह     च   व                              ण  ह    र 
स   …  व    और     ऺ च   व        च       ह व  ण   ह स  ह    ह   व   व              च  

              स  ह  स  व ह   च   व           व    ह  स    ह     उस          व    ह ,‖ 
             ऺ    र रह                               सर  र     र स      ह                . 

      ण  स   ह   
 Mr. Venkataramani said one cannot make a ―hugely hypothetical assumption‖ that the Act 

would result only in subservient CECs and ECs unless there was an actual lapse on the 

ground. 

    व   र ण      ह      ह ―                 रण ‖  ह      ई    स        ह           व  

       CEC और ECs            ,          व    व    र  र   ई च     ह   
 ―Unless you taste the pudding, how can you say the pudding is bad,‖ Mr. Venkataramani 

asked. 

 ―                    व    ह   च   ,      स   ह स    ह     वह  र   ह ,‖    व   र ण           
 Justice Datta replied that it was not enough for the Election Commission to be independent, 

and that the poll body should also appear to be independent. 

                  उ र           व  च              व    ह            ह   ह ,      उस    व    

          व    ह   
 The judge asked the top law officer which law he thought occupied the ―pride of place‖ 

immediately after the Constitution. 

                   व        र  स          उ       स र              र          -स        सव  च 

 ह व र    ह   
 ―After the Constitution, which law occupies the prime place? There are thousands of 

legislations, which one would you place right next to the Constitution… I would say, the 
election laws. Would I be wrong? Without democracy, there is nothing,‖ Justice Datta said. 

 ―स  व              -स        सव  च      र    ह ? ह  र        ह ,    स  व                 स  
र    …     ह    , च   व                   ह  ?                     ह   ह ,‖                   ह   

A-G’s argument 

                    

 Mr. Venkataramani argued that the Supreme Court could not become a ―second chamber of 

Parliament‖. 

    व   र ण                            ―स स       सर  स  ‖  ह      स     
 The petitioners, he said, cannot expect Parliament to enact laws blindly in consonance with 

Supreme Court judgments. 

 उ ह     ह        च       स स  स   ह    ऺ   ह    र स       वह                              

         र               
 ―Can somebody come to the court and say Parliament disregarded your judgment when it 

was bound entirely to the word of the court? The court can declare the law while examining 
the legality of a legislation or a state action. But the court cannot decide what a law should 
look like and expect Parliament to follow suit by enacting a law faithfully mirroring the court‘s 
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vision,‖ the Attorney-General submitted. 

 ―      ई            र  ह स    ह     स स            स       वह       ,      वह   र   रह 

              स         ?         स           र      र व ई    व           च  र   स         

      ण   र स    ह                ह     ह    र स               स        च  ह  और स स  स  
   ऺ   ह    र स       वह                                   ,‖                           

 Mr. Venkataramani said the court did not declare any law under Article 141 in the Anoop 
Baranwal judgment. 

    व   र ण      ह                      141     ह                स        ई             

 ह            
 It had merely put in place a stop-gap arrangement for the CEC and EC appointments until 

Parliament enacted a law under Article 324(2). 

 उस     व  CEC और EC                              व         ,          स स          

324(2)     ह                  
 Towards the end of the hearing, the Bench suggested referring the petitions to a 

Constitution Bench. 

 स  व ई                     च                                स   व       
 The petitioners strongly opposed the move, arguing that the pleas involved a ―conventional‖ 

challenge to the 2023 Act and not a ―substantial question of law‖ warranting reference to a 
larger Bench under Article 145(3). 

    च            इस             वर    र   ह    ह        च     2023               ―स     ‖ 

च           ह  और इस    स    ई ― ह व  ण   व       ‖  ह   ह ,   स               145(3)     ह  

           स        र    व    ह   

 

15M. HC recalls its earlier order on journalist’s PIO status 

   ई                  PIO                                   

 The Delhi High Court on Thursday recalled its order quashing the 
Centre‘s decision to reject journalist Siddharth Varadarajan’s plea seeking 
conversion of his Person of Indian Origin (PIO) status to Overseas Citizen of 
India (OCI). 

         ई            व र        र                         ऑ                

(PIO)                        ऑ         (OCI)                च      र   र   
            स        र    र   व                 व  स          

 Justice Purushaindra Kumar Kaurav said Mr. Varadarajan failed to 
disclose the existence of a 2020 Allahabad High Court order that granted him 

anticipatory bail in a criminal case and imposed conditions, such as 
surrendering his passport and restricting travel abroad without permission from 
the trial court concerned. 

                                  ह                   2020               ई         
उस             स   ह       ,   स   उ ह       र                            
 ई    और   स          र       स                                    व          र 
र     स         ई  ई      

 The court also recalled its May 13 order asking the authorities to 
consider an application by Mr. Varadarajan, a U.S. citizen, for a ―return visa‖ 
and allowing him to travel to Estonia between May 14 and 19. 

               13  ई    उस            व  स        ,   स         र      
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                             ― र    व   ‖  व     र  वच र  र   और उ ह  14 स  19  ई      च 

                                 ह          
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15M COVID-19 linked to 22.1 million excess deaths globally from 2020 to 2023: WHO 

report 

 2020    2023                  22.1                             COVID-19: WHO 

       
15M Medical education in India needs to pivot to quality over quantity 

         च                               ण                                    
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15M. COVID-19 linked to 22.1 million excess deaths globally from 2020 to 2023: 

WHO report 

 2020    2023                  22.1                             COVID-19: WHO 

       

 The World Health Organization (WHO) has said the COVID-19 pandemic exposed 
vulnerabilities in global health systems and was linked to an estimated 22.1 million excess 
deaths, including indirect deaths, between 2020 and 2023. 

                   (WHO)     ह  ह     COVID-19            व   व   व      ण         
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     र      उ   र      और 2020 स  2023      च     ऺ      स ह           22.1        

             स       रह   
 The estimate, published in the WHO‘s flagship World Health Statistics report, is more than 

three times the number of officially reported COVID-19 deaths and reflects the scale of the 
pandemic‘s global impact. 

 WHO                               र                ह              र     स   र         ई 

COVID-19         स     स           स       ह  और  ह   र     व   व     व      र           ह   
 The report said the pandemic reversed a decade of gains in life expectancy, with recovery 

remaining incomplete and uneven across regions. 

  र         ह      ह      ह   र       व                              उ        और  व      ऺ   
   स   र           र  और  स        ह   ह   

 The report also highlighted notable progress in several areas. 

  र         ई  ऺ      उ                   र                  
 New HIV infections fell by 40% between 2010 and 2024, while both tobacco use and alcohol 

consumption declined during the period. 

 2010 स  2024      च    HIV स   ण     40%      र व   ई,      इस  व             उ     और 
 र   स व                      ई  

 The number of people requiring interventions for neglected tropical diseases dropped by 36% 
between 2010 and 2024. 

 उ   ऺ  उ ण         र           ह   ऺ      व      व            स     2010 स  2024      च 

36%     ई  
 Access to services shaping health outcomes also expanded rapidly between 2015 and 2024. 

  व       रण           व   र   व    स व        ह  च    2015 स  2024      च      स       
 During this period, 961 million people gained access to safe drinking water, 1.2 billion to 

sanitation, 1.6 billion to basic hygiene and 1.4 billion to clean cooking solutions. 

 इस  व        र   961                स र ऺ       , 1.2            व    , 1.6           
          व     और 1.4                 व                 स         ह  च       

 The report said the WHO African Region achieved faster-than-global reductions in HIV 
infections, down by 70%, and tuberculosis, down by 28%. 

  र         ह      ह     WHO              HIV स   ण     70% और           28%    व   व  

औस  स        र व  ह  स      
 It added that the South-East Asia Region was on track to meet its 2025 milestone for 

malaria reduction. 

 इस    ह     ह            ण-                   र                  2025        ह  स   र      
               रह  ह   

Challenges remain 

 च               ई    

 However, the report warned that significant challenges remain. 

 ह      ,  र        च   व          ह व  ण  च                    ह ई ह   
 Malaria incidence increased by 8.5% since 2015, moving the world further away from global 

targets. 

 2015        स      र                8.5%    व     ह ई ह ,   सस         व   व       स  और   र 
च    ई ह   

 Anaemia affects 30.7% of women of reproductive age, with no improvement recorded over 
the past decade. 
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                     30.7%   ह            व   र   ह  और              इस     ई स   र     
 ह            ह   

 The report also noted that violence against women remains widespread, with intimate partner 
violence affecting one in four women globally. 

  र  र        ह     ह           ह               ह स           स      ह ई ह ,   स   व   व    र  र 
हर च र    स       ह      र   स     ह स  स      व  ह    ह   

 

15M. Medical education in India needs to pivot to quality over quantity 

         च                               ण                                    
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 The cancellation of NEET-UG has once again brought into sharp focus, the many concerns 
and the need for structural changes, in medical education in India; future reforms could 
focus on assessing higher-order cognitive and clinical reasoning skills, reducing 
excessive reliance on rote learning and enhancing examination conduct, reducing stress. 

NEET-UG    र    रण                 र        र      च           स  स             च          
   च                   व                 स  उ   र  र      ह ;   व      स   र           च-

                                                ,                र            र         

 र               च               व      र    व        र    र ह  स    ह   
 Medical education in India stands at a defining crossroads. 

         च                ण          र     ह   
 Over the past decade, the country has witnessed an unprecedented expansion in its capacity 

to train future doctors. 

               ,          व          र         ऺ   र           ऺ             व   व   र      
ह   

 The number of medical colleges has grown from around 596 in 2021–22 to over 818 in the 

academic year 2025–26. 

                 स     2021–22         596 स     र   ऺ ण  व   2025–26    818 स       ह  
 ई ह   

 Correspondingly, MBBS seats have increased from approximately 83,000 to nearly 1.29 lakh, 

while postgraduate seats now approach 85,000 nationwide. 

इस     र,                  स          83,000 स     र      1.29     ह   ई ह ,      

       र स       स            र         85,000     ह  च  ई ह   
 However, this rapid expansion brings into sharp focus a critical question: are we ensuring the 

quality of the doctors being produced? 

ह      ,  ह   व  र  व   र     ह व  ण                 स  स          ह :     ह      र        रह  
    र       ण    स     च   र रह  ह ? 

 Are we adapting to ground realities of student preferences, faculty shortages, huge 
establishment costs, and the redundancy of the regulatory rigamarole? 

    ह   व                      , स           ,                   ,            

              र        स        व    व                व          रह  ह ? 

 The cancellation of this year‘s NEET-UG, that has not only left over 22 lakh medical aspirants 

in the lurch, but has also triggered calls for a structural reform, has brought this sharply into 
focus. 

इस व         -      र ऺ     र   ह   ,   स       व  22     स        च   स              
 स   स             ह ,      स रच      स   र                        ह ,    इस          और 
           र      ह   

Changing trends 

           

 Recent trends suggest a shifting paradigm. 

ह                रव       र        र स      र   ह   
 Reports indicate that thousands of undergraduate and postgraduate seats remain vacant, 

particularly in non-clinical specialities. 

 र     स  स           ह     ह  र         व         र स   ,  व    र    -                     , 
 र       ह ई ह   

 This raises concerns about the alignment between capacity creation and student preferences, 
as well as the perceived value of different medical career pathways. 
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 ह ऺ         ण और  व                            च स      ,      व      च   स    र र 
              ह व       र  च      उ      र   ह   

 There is also a noticeable shift in the aspirations of younger generations. 

  व                ऺ                    रव            रह  ह   
 The traditional allure of the medical profession — the symbolic white coat and stethoscope 

— is gradually losing some of its sheen. 

 च                र   र      ण —          स        और           —   र -  र       च   

        रह  ह   
 The long duration of training, often extending well beyond a decade for specialisation, 

combined with increasing professional pressures, has led many students to consider 
alternative career paths that offer quicker stability and work–life balance. 

   ऺण          व  ,     व   ऻ   ह                स          स      च    ह ,          
   वस        व       रण       व       स  व         र र       र  वच र  र रह  ह         

   र   और     –  व  स            र   ह   
 Equally important is the evolving societal perception of doctors. 

    र         स               रण     स       स   ह व  ण  ह   
 Once regarded with near-unquestioned trust and reverence, often seen as ‗demigods‘, 

doctors are now increasingly viewed as healthcare providers within a transactional system. 

   स           व व    व व स और         स   ‗  व    ‘           व        र             ह   

      -        र    व               व     स व                         रह  ह   
 While this reflects growing awareness and accountability in healthcare, it has also altered the 

nature of the doctor–patient relationship, potentially contributing to a perceived decline in the 
profession‘s prestige. 

       ह  व     स व                  और  व    ह            ह ,       इस       र–र    स      
                 रव          ह ,   सस  इस                          र व       व   उ     ह ई ह   

 The National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET) was introduced for the much-needed 

standardisation and transparency with regard to the selection of medical students. 

                           (   )     च   स   व            च       व          रण और 
  र       स     च   र      उ      स    र                

 However, in recent times, it has attracted criticism over the numerous instances of paper 
leaks leading to cancellations and re-examinations, putting a lot of pressure on aspirants, and 
raising questions about the capability of our system. 

ह      स     ,                         ,         रण  र ऺ       र   ह    और      र ऺ    
        र      ,              र           व      ह      ह  र    व       ऺ     र 
    च           ह   

 Despite this, the test does ensure a baseline level of competence and has largely stabilised 
the entry process. 

इस     व   ,  ह  र ऺ                  र स     च   र   ह       व                 ह     

   र          स   रह  ह   
 It is important to recognise that NEET must evolve with time. 

 ह  व   र  र    ह व  ण  ह            स      स    व  स  ह     व    ह   
 Future reforms could focus on assessing higher-order cognitive and clinical reasoning 

skills, reducing excessive reliance on rote learning and enhancing examination conduct, 

reducing stress. 

  व      स   र           च                                             , र     र        

    र          र  ,      र ऺ  स च               व      र    व        र   ह  स    ह   
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Faculty shortages 

             

 A major constraint across medical institutions, both government and private, is the shortage 

of quali•ed faculty. 

सर  र                   र     च                                   स            ह   
 Current regulatory norms regarding faculty–student ratios, although designed to maintain 

standards, are often difficult to meet in practice, particularly in pre-clinical and para-clinical 
disciplines. 

     –               स  स       व                     ,                     र       उ      

स                ह ,         वह र     व       स    -              र -         व       इ ह    र  
 र             ह    ह   

 This challenge stems from: 

 ह च             रण  स  उ     ह    ह : 
 Historically low intake in these specialities 

इ   व   ऻ           ह  स     स      व   स      
 Limited postgraduate output 

स            र उ       
 Rapid expansion of medical colleges and seats 

                  स            व   र  
 Addressing this issue requires innovative and flexible approaches: 

इस स        स      ह     व च र   व   च          ण      व      ह   
 A national faculty pool: A centralised pool of qualified faculty drawn from both public and 

private sectors can be created to deliver teaching across institutions, either physically or 
through digital platforms. 

                    : स व       व             ऺ   स       स                   स  ह     र      
   स    ह ,    स             ऺ    स    व           च           स    ऺण       र   

 Standardised, centrally-monitored teaching modules can ensure uniform quality while 
optimising faculty utilisation. 

                        र    व      ऺण       , स        उ                     ह  ,   स    

  णव   स     च   र स    ह   
 Professors of practice: Already in vogue with limited scope, this involves experienced 

clinicians and academicians being formally integrated into teaching roles, with their 
contributions recognised under the Competency-Based Medical Education (CBME) 

framework. 

                : स        र      ह   स   च     ह   व        व   च   स   और   ऺ  व      
औ च  र     स    ऺण             स        र   स  स       ह ,                         -
        च           (CBME)    च                           ह   

 Such measures would not only mitigate faculty shortages but also enrich the learning 

experience by exposing students to highly experienced educators. 

 स  उ        व                      र   ,       व                       व    ऺ      स     
      र उ      ऺण     व       स              

Assessments and research 

         औ           

 Though thoughtfully-designed and periodically updated, there is a felt need for practicality in 
approach, replacing a checklist compliance with outcome-based assessments. 

      इ ह   वच र  व       र          ह      स  -स    र                 ह ,   र          ण 
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      वह  र        व       हस स         ह ,   स   च           र                   र 
   ण  -                               

 Similarly in an era of digital technology and AI, in order for an Indian medical graduate to be 

relevant in the global scenario, all outdated and redundant infrastructure and teaching as well 
as learning and assessment requirements must be updated. 

इस     र,                  औ                 (AI)          ,   र     च   स            
व   व    र          स          र    ह    स     र     व     व     वस रच     ,   ऺण,       

             स       व                           च  ह   
 The current state of research, particularly doctoral (PhD) research in medical institutions, 

calls for serious introspection. 

        ,  व       स   च   स  स               र  (   च  )    स        व                र 
                 र   ह   

 Much of the output remains non-translational, of limited societal or clinical relevance and 
primarily driven by academic promotion requirements. 

           स       रण             व   स  र ह  ह ,       स         व            स       
स     ह                  ऺ  ण              व        स     र  ह   

 This has led to a proliferation of research that adds little tangible value to healthcare delivery 
or scienti•c advancement. 

इस     रण   व    स     स         व     ह ई ह      व     स व         व  व ऻ              ह   

     स             ह   

Strategic reforms 

 ण            

 Focus on translational research: Research must address real-world health challenges and 

contribute meaningfully to patient care and policy. 

                   र     :    स        व    व   व     च           स       र   च  ह      
र           और          ण    स                 च  ह   

 Early research integration: Undergraduate education should incorporate research training 
by reducing rote learning, encouraging inquiry-based learning and making research a 
component of assessment. 

                      ण:         ऺ     र        व           र  ,   ऻ स -    र        

      स  ह   र          स                               र        ऺण    स            
     च  ह   

 Technology and the imperative of AI integration: From diagnostics to treatment planning, 
AI is increasingly becoming an integral part of modern medical practice. India must 

proactively embrace this transformation. 

          औ                         ण             :       स     र उ च र         ,       

         (AI)         च   स      स                      रह  ह     र     इस   रव       
स       स         च  ह   

 Curriculum reform: AI and digital health should be introduced early in the undergraduate 

curriculum, beginning at the induction stage. 

            :                   र       र स  ह ,         रण चरण स       र   ह  , AI और 
        व        स                 च  ह   

 Infrastructure development: Teaching hospitals, including urban and rural health training 

centres, must be equipped with modern diagnostic and digital tools. 

     च        :   ऺण        ,        हर   व      ण  व        ऺण           ह ,    
                 और        उ  रण  स  स स               च  ह   



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
1 

 Augmentation, not replacement: AI should be viewed as a tool to enhance — not replace 

— clinical judgment. It can improve effciency, accuracy, and patient outcomes. 

       ,              : AI              ण   ऺ       स     र   व    उ  रण                    
च  ह ,      उस                       ह  ऺ  , स          र      रण       स   र  र स    ह   

The way forward 

           

 India has successfully addressed the challenge of capacity building in medical education. 

  र      च   स    ऺ               ण    च         स      व   स           ह   
 The next phase must focus on: 

     चरण                            र       ह    च  ह : 

 Ensuring high-quality teaching and faculty availability 

  च   ण                  स        उ       स     च   र    
 Promoting meaningful, impactful research 

स     और    व        स           स  ह   र    
 Integrating modern technology into education and practice 

  ऺ  और   वह र                            रण  र    
 Restoring trust and professionalism in healthcare 

 व     स व      व व स और    वस                      र    
 The transformation of medical education in India is both an opportunity and a responsibility. 

  र      च                रव        वसर    ह  और           र      
 The system must now transition from a focus on numbers to a focus on outcomes. 

   इस   व       स    -            ण स    रण  -            ण     र स   ण  र   ह     
 Producing competent, compassionate, and future-ready doctors should remain the central 

goal. 

    , स व             व              र     र          ण ह                रह   च  ह   
 Achieving this will require visionary policy-making, institutional commitment, and a willingness 

to embrace change. 

इस        र            र             ण, स                      रव                 इ    
 व    ह     

 At this critical juncture, the question is no longer how many doctors India can produce, but 
how well it can prepare them to handle the future health care requirements of the country. 

इस  ह व  ण       र         ह  ह   रह     ह       र            र     र  र स    ह ,       ह ह  
   वह उ ह           व       व     स व   व           स      र                   व      स  
    र  र स    ह   
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15M. India backs two-state solution for Palestine issue, says Jaishankar at 

BRICS meeting 

                             -                         , BRICS                     

 Highlighting India‘s traditional approach to the Israel-Palestinian conflict, External Affairs 
Minister S. Jaishankar on Thursday presented the ―National Statement‖ at the BRICS 
ministerial, reiterating India‘s call for a ―two-state solution‖ to the issue and calling for an end 

to ―risks to maritime traffic, and disruptions to energy infrastructure‖ in the Gulf region. 

       -                र   र       र   र        ण    र         र   ह  ,              . 

             व र    BRICS                   ―र      व    ‖           ,   स   इस        र 
―  -र    स     ‖      र            हर ई  ई और       ऺ     ―स                          ऊ    
 वस रच        व   ‖ स      र        व             

 Supporting the need for dialogue and diplomacy to resolve conflicts in the region and in North 
Africa, Mr. Jaishankar sought ―coordinated diplomatic efforts‖ to deal with the situations in 
Lebanon, Syria, Sudan and also in Libya. 

  ऺ  और               स        स             स व   और             व         स      र   
ह  ,         र          ,       ,       औ              र        स                ―स   व  

            स ‖             
 The day-long BRICS Foreign Ministers’ meeting witnessed several speeches, including one 

by Iran’s Foreign Minister Seyed Abbas Araghchi who said that Iran will defend its 
sovereignty while ―advancing diplomacy‖, adding that the U.S.-Israel attack against Iran will 

not have a ―military solution‖. 

   र      च   BRICS                          ई    ण ह  ,       ई                             

    च        ण            ,    ह     ह     ईर   ―                     ह  ‖      स          
रऺ   र    और ईर                   -                 ई ―स    स     ‖  ह   ह     

 ―The wider region also gives rise to serious concern. The conflict in Gaza has grave 

humanitarian implications. A sustained ceasefire, humanitarian access, and a credible 
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pathway towards a durable and peaceful resolution remain essential,‖ Mr. Jaishankar said. 

 ―व ह   ऺ         र  च         रण    रह  ह           स            र    व      व ह         
     वर  ,    व   सह         ह  च और     ऊ  व         ण  स          व वस    र ह  व    

    ह ई ह ,‖         र     ह   
 ―India supports a two-state solution where the Palestine issue is concerned.‖ 

 ― ह                        स     ह ,   र    -               स      र   ह  ‖ 
 Mr. Jaishankar referred to the impact of the U.S.-Israel war on Iran and highlighted the risks 

that the conflict has posed to shipping and energy infrastructure. 

         र    ई              -                  व    उ          और इस स     स   ह  र    
    ऊ     वस रच    र उ               र              

 Referring indirectly to the recent actions by the U.S. against multiple members of the United 
Nations, Mr. Jaishankar drew attention to the ―increasing‖ tendency towards ―unilateral 

coercive measures and sanctions‖, terming them ―inconsistent with international law‖.  

                 ई स              ह                र व इ          ऺ उ      र   ह  ,    
     र    ―   र      व  ण  उ     और        ‖          व        र                  और 
उ ह  ―   रर                      ह  ‖        

 Earlier, Mr. Jaishankar welcomed the dignitaries that included Mr. Araghchi who made an 
emphatic call to resist the U.S. 

 इसस   ह  ,         र    उ   ण                 व        ,           र  च             , 
   ह                वर    र        र  र   व         

 Referring to U.S. military and trade practices, Mr. Araghchi said the international 

community is facing ―variations‖ of the ―same repugnant coercion‖. 

              औ                     उ      र   ह  ,     र  च      ह        रर      स      

―उस     ण     व‖     व            स      र रह  ह   
 At the end of the engagements, visiting dignitaries Mr. Araghchi, Russian Foreign Minister 

Sergey Lavrov and Brazil’s Foreign Minister Mauro Vieira called on Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. 

                ,         ण                 र  च ,                     ई        और          
                                            स              
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15M. Abbas pledges to conduct elections and pursue reforms in Palestinian 
Authority 

                          ण    च           औ                                

 Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas on Thursday pledged to press ahead with reforms 
within the Palestinian Authority, saying he was prepared to hold long-delayed presidential 

and parliamentary elections. 

                                     व र                    ण       र स   र               
   स          और  ह     वह      स   स        र       और स स    च   व  र               र ह   

 Mr. Abbas‘s Fatah party began a three-day conference to elect a new central committee, its 

highest leadership body, for the first time in 10 years as it faces existential challenges in the 
wake of the Gaza war. 

        स                10 व       ह     र      सव  च      व स      ई       स        च   व 

             वस   स              ,      वह                       व स      च           
स      र रह  ह   

 ―We renew our full commitment to continuing work on implementing all the reform measures 
we pledged... We are ready to hold presidential and legislative elections,‖ Mr. Abbas said in 
an address to the congress, though he did not provide a timeline for the vote. 

 ―ह  उ  स   स   र     उ              र                र  र              ण  स          हर    ह  
      ह    व           ... ह  र       और  व     च   व  र               र ह ,‖        स    
स         स        र   ह    ह , ह       उ ह             स  स     ह      ई  

 ―The Palestinian people are the only people in the world living under occupation. Holding our 
conference today on our homeland‘s soil confirms our determination to continue on the 
democratic path and open the way for youth and women,‖ the 90-year-old said. 

 ―                                  ह                  रह रह  ह                        र   
 र स              र                   र          और   व          ह            र     
         ह  र  स               र   ह ,‖ 90 व             ह   

 Mr. Abbas and the Palestinian Authority are under mounting pressure from the United 
States, the European Union and Arab states to implement reforms and hold elections, amid 

widespread accusations of corruption, political stagnation and the body‘s declining legitimacy 
among Palestinians. 

        स और                 ण  र                    ,             और  र          स   र 
      र   और च   व  र                   व ह ,       उ   र     च र, र         हर व और 
                 च      व         र      रह  ह   

 Fatah’s central committee is expected to play a key role in the post-Abbas era, with many 
observers wondering whether he might finally step down after more than two decades at the 
helm, despite the lack of a clear successor. 

                    स      स             र     ह व  ण                   उ     ह ,       ई 

   व ऺ   ह स च रह  ह         वह         स       स              स    ह ,        ई      

उ र     र   ह   ह   

‘Serious challenges’ 

 ‘      च        ’ 

 The conference comes as the Palestinian national movement faces some of its ―most serious 
challenges in our struggle‖, Jibril Rajoub, the current secretary general of the committee, told 

AFP ahead of the congress. 

 स       स  स   ह  रह  ह               र                  ―स        स स      र च       ‖    
स      र रह  ह , स        व       ह स चव                स      स   ह   AFP           
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 He expressed hope that the conference, repeatedly delayed, would contribute to ―ensuring 
and protecting the establishment of a Palestinian state on the world‘s agenda and protecting 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) as the sole legitimate representative of the 

Palestinian people‖. 

 उ ह                     र-  र         इस स      स  ―                 र           र       
       स     च  और स र ऺ   र                         ऑ          (PLO)                   
         व                    स र ऺ   र  ‖                   

 Fatah has historically been the main component of the PLO, which includes most Palestinian 
factions but excludes Islamist groups Hamas and Islamic Jihad. 

    ह  स     स     , PLO             रह  ह ,   स                               ह        

इ      स  ह      और                      ह   ह   
 In recent decades, Fatah’s popularity and influence have dwindled amid internal divisions 

and growing public frustration over the stagnation of the Israeli-Palestinian peace process. 

 ह                  र   व      और इ र इ -                         हर व       र      
स व        र         च                 और    व     ह   

 The sense of disappointment led to a surge in support for rival Hamas, which made huge 
political gains in the occupied West Bank in 2006 elections that it won handily, before going 
on to expel Fatah from the Gaza Strip almost entirely after a bout of factional fighting. 

   र       इस   व        रण     व  व          स        व     ह ई,   स   2006    च   व          
व                    र        स     ह  स     और              स                      स       

  र   रह          हर  र       
 Hani al-Masri, director of the Palestinian Centre for Policy Research and Strategic 

Studies (Masarat), told AFP that Fatah now merely uses the PLO to provide itself with ―a 

legitimacy that is eroding in the absence of a unified national project, elections and national 
consensus‖. 

                                च                     (     )                  -        AFP 

                     व  PLO    उ     ― स  व    ‖       र           र रह  ह            

र        र     , च   व और र      सह          व        र ह  रह  ह   
 Mr. Rajoub nonetheless declared that the conference was a first step towards ―putting the 

Palestinian house in order, to build a partner for establishing a [Palestinian] state‖. 

   र       र           ण         ह स      ―            व       स       र   और [         ] 
र                     स     र     र  र  ‖             ह       ह   

 The conference is being attended by approximately 2,580 Fatah members, the majority of 
them in Ramallah, though several hundred are also spread across Gaza, Cairo and Beirut. 

 इस स              2,580     स           रह  ह ,                         ह ,       ई स  
स        ,        और                  ह   

 They are expected to elect 18 representatives to the central committee and 80 to the 
movement‘s Parliament, known as the revolutionary council. 

 व        स            18           और           स स ,   स         र    र    ह       ह ,    
    80              च   व  र     

 Fatah is the main party within the Palestinian Authority, which has been touted abroad as a 
natural partner in rebuilding and running the Gaza Strip after Israel‘s devastating war with 
Hamas there. 

    ,                 ण              ह ,   स   व        इ र इ  और           च  व     र  
                                  ण और स च        व    व  स     र         रह  ह   

 But Fatah remains marginalised in the territory, and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has repeatedly vowed that it, the PA and Hamas will have no role in post-war 

governance. 
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       उस  ऺ         ह      र     ह ई ह , और इ र इ                               र-  र  ह च    
ह                   स     PA और           ई         ह   ह     

 Despite repeated declarations from the movement that it is working as a ―united front‖, major 
figures were absent from Thursday‘s conference, notably Nasser al-Qudwa, a key 

Palestinian leader who is boycotting the gathering. 

         व र    र-  र ―        च ‖               र        व       व   ,    व र    स      स   ई 

                   रह ,  व       स          -     ,    इस स           ह   र  र रह  ह   
 ―This conference is illegitimate, and this leadership that has usurped power is illegitimate,‖ 

said Mr. Qudwa, a nephew of late Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat. 

 ― ह स       व   ह  और  ह      व   स   स   ह        ह ,  व   ह ,‖   व                         

                      व      ह   
 Key figures competing to replace Mr. Abbas include Mr. Rajoub and PA deputy Hussein al-

Sheikh. 

        स      ह                                  र     और PA                -          ह   
 Meanwhile, the President‘s eldest son, Yasser Abbas, is on the ballot to join the central 

committee, having risen in prominence over recent years after he was named the President‘s 
special representative despite largely residing in Canada. 

 इस   च, र                                     स              ह           च   व          ह , 
   ह    ह      व      र           व                                          ह  स    ,      व  
     र स            रह   ह   
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15M.Bursting at the seams 

                        

 The current rise in inflation is not transient, but 
systemic. 

व                      ह  रह  व             ह  ,       ण      ह   
 India’s April retail inflation, at a 13-month high of 

3.48%, is only marginally higher than its March print of 3.4%, 
and continues to remain deceptively benign. 

                            ,    13  ह       उ च   र 3.48%  र 
रह ,   च     3.4%          स    व            स       ह  और       
        स              ई    रह  ह   

 Wholesale inflation has more than doubled to 8.3% in 

April from 3.88% in March — a 42-month high — signalling that 
substantial upstream price pressures are still working their way 
through the economy. 

                च     3.88% स     र         8.3% ह   ई ह  —    
42  ह       उ च     र ह  — और  ह स          ह            

  र             व            व          व     रह  ह   
 Unsurprisingly, the spike in the Wholesale Price Index 

(WPI) has been led by soaring fuel and power prices, which rose 

24.71%, while petroleum and natural gas prices surged 67.2%. 

 व    व     स ,            च     (WPI)    व               रण 

    और                     रह  ह ,       24.71%    व     ह ई, 

              और           स          67.2%           
 This clearly indicates that the full impact of rising energy 

costs has not yet been passed on to end-consumers. 

 ह         स         ह          ऊ              र     व        

      उ             ह    ह  च        ह   
 However, such a pass-through now appears imminent. 

ह      ,     स       ह     रण     ह       स   व       ई    रह  ह   
 Union Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh Puri recently 

indicated that the Centre may have little choice but to raise retail 
petrol and diesel prices, with public sector oil marketing 
companies reportedly absorbing ―under-recoveries‖ of nearly 
₹30,000 crore a month since the U.S.-Israeli war with Iran 

began. 

                                       ह   ह     स                 

सर  र      स    र        और                            र    ह   

    व    ह ,       स व       ऺ          व ण                  -
       औ  ई             ह           स       ह      ₹30,000 

 र      ―   -वस   ‖ वह   र रह  ह   
 Any increase in retail fuel prices will have economy-wide 

implications. 

   र                 स     व        स   ण       व     र       

   व        
 April retail inflation has already been driven chiefly by 

food, with the Consumer Food Price Index rising to 4.2% from 

3.87% in March. 
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           र                        व       व र     र  रह  ह ,   स                     

  च       च     3.87% स     र 4.2% ह       
 Predictably, restaurants and accommodation services witnessed among the sharper 

increases, reflecting the cascading effect of rising commercial LPG prices. 

               , र   र   और  व स स व           व           ई,    व  ण                     
व                व           ह   

 The price of the widely used 19.2 kg commercial LPG cylinder has risen by roughly ₹850-
₹1,000 over revisions since the conflict began, while the 5 kg canister has reportedly seen 
increases of over ₹200 in several markets. 

         स  उ              व    19.2         व  ण             स   र         स       र   

ह           स            र        ₹850-₹1,000        ई ह ,      5               र    
      ई     र     ₹200 स               स च   ह   

 The canister is extensively used by migrant wage labour across the country, directly feeding 
into food basket costs and potentially dampening consumption demand. 

इस       र    उ         र     व स      र   व र           स            ह ,   सस          र  
        स        व  ह    ह      उ                        स   व        ह   

 This comes even as Prime Minister Narendra Modi has appealed to people to refrain from 

―extravagant spending on weddings and travel abroad‖ and to cut back on buying precious 
metals for a year. 

 ह  स  स      ह  रह  ह                                स  ― वव ह और  व          र         च ‖ स  
 च          व       ह                 र       र              ह   

 Consequently, the Centre doubled import duties on gold and silver in an attempt to 
discourage safe-haven investments and ease pressure on the rupee, which has depreciated 
by nearly 8.5% against the U.S. dollar in the past two-and-a-half months since the conflict 

began. 

  रण   व  ,     सर  र    स र ऺ    व    व        ह   स  ह   र             र    व     र   
   उ      स  स    और च      र                   र     ,      स         ह                   ई 

 ह                                         8.5%        र ह   ह   
 For context, the rupee had depreciated by roughly 2%-3% annually on average over the 

previous five fiscal years. 

स           ,          च  व    व        र        औस      व        2%-3%        र ह   

    
 The current slide is therefore exceptionally sharp. 

    व        र व   स   रण    स      ह   
 It is increasingly evident that retail inflation is bursting at the seams and will likely find fuller 

expression in the months ahead. 

 ह              ह       रह  ह        र                 स     रह  ह  और     व     ह       इस   
   व और              स      ई       

 The sharp divergence between the Consumer Price Index and WPI suggests that producers 

are still absorbing a significant share of rising costs, a situation that is unlikely to remain 
sustainable. 

               च     और         ई      च        र  ह स          ह     उ                  
                ह स   व   वह   र रह  ह ,                   ऊ  ह   रह स     

 This leaves the Reserve Bank of India with limited room but to eventually tighten monetary 

policy in order to keep inflation within its tolerance band of 2%-6%. 

इस                                स                   2%-6%    सह          र          र    
ह                        स    र          र   स      व     च   ह   

 What is unfolding is not merely transient inflation driven by commodity volatility, but also 
broader systemic inflationary pressure, with limited manoeuvring space for both the 
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government and the central bank. 

          व  स  ह  रह  ह , वह   व  व                      र   स  उ                       ह   
ह ,             ण                    व    ह ,   स   सर  र और                           -

     ण         इ  स     ह       रह  ह   

 

 

15M. Capital flight and pressure on the rupee 

            औ               

 India‘s economy is witnessing significant capital outflows and depreciatory pressures on 
the rupee amid rising oil prices and global uncertainty; coupled with a widening current 
account deficit, future interest rate increases abroad could place further stress on India‘s 
external account and underlying vulnerabilities. 

  र          व         ह ई           और             च         च उ                          
      र                         स      र रह  ह ; स   ह       ह   च                   रण  व        
  व      ह    व                        र                   उस          ह       र    र और 
        व     स    ह   

 The recent announcement by Prime Minister Narendra Modi urging individuals to reduce 
their consumption of gold and petrol brought to the fore what many analysts have warned 
about: India‘s situation on the external front is far from rosy. 

ह   ह                         व र       स  स    और                  र              उस  च       
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उ   र  र     ,   स     र           व       ह   स  च   व        रह  ह :   र                      

       स         ह   ह   
 The rupee has witnessed significant depreciation over the last few weeks, while the rise in 

LPG prices has caused hardships for the working classes and triggered a reverse migration 

of workers back to villages. 

          स   ह             उ          र व        ई ह ,                         व        
     व               इ    उ      र    ह          र        व      र                  र       
ह   

 Let us focus on the question of capital flows. 

 इ                        र             र   
 The outbreak of hostilities in the Persian Gulf and the closure of the Strait of Hormuz have 

led to an outflow of foreign capital and a weakening of the rupee relative to major currencies. 

                स              और                        ह    स   व                ह     ह   

ह                                                र ह ई ह   
 These are to be expected given the profound uncertainty that has gripped global markets. 

व   व      र            हर       च             ह    स    र             ऺ       
 What makes the situation doubly worrying for India is that these outflows and depreciation 

have occurred even though interest rates in the U.S. and the U.K. have not changed. 

  र                  और       च             व         ह ह                ह     और      
 व      उस स   ह   ह             और                र       ई   रव     ह   ह   ह   

 If foreign central banks do raise interest rates, it might lead to even more pressure on India‘s 
external account in the future. 

     व                 व            र        ह ,    इसस    र                र और         व    

स    ह   

The taper tantrum 

          

 Emerging market economies such as India offer higher returns, but they are also exposed to 

currency and inflation risks. 

       स  उ र        व                       र   ह ,       व       और           स      
                 स व       ह    ह   

 A rise in Indian inflation and/or a depreciation of the rupee can lower the net return to a 
foreign investor on holding Indian assets. 

  र                 व       व           व      स    र      रस        र  व       व        
      व                  ह  स    ह   

 The returns on Indian assets would have to be higher relative to those on foreign assets to 
compensate for these risks. 

इ             र  ई          र      रस        र        व       रस                        

ह     व    ह     
 In simple terms, the decision to hold Indian assets relative to foreign ones depends on the 

difference between Indian and foreign interest rates. 

सर         ,   र      रस           व       रस                   र         ण     र    और 
 व           र        र  र     र  र   ह   

 If Indian interest rates remain fixed, an increase in foreign interest rates can prompt foreign 
investors to reduce their holdings of Indian assets. 

      र          र     र रह   ह ,     व           र     व      व       व          र    

  रस                ह स   र      र             र   र स    ह   
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 This leads to depreciation of the rupee as it is exchanged for dollars. 

इसस           व      ह    ह        उस     र      रव               ह   
 The only way — apart from capital controls — to arrest such a slide is to raise domestic 

interest rates, but that would negatively affect domestic investment. 

           ण         र  ,  स    र व     र              उ     र          र     व      र   ह , 
      इसस   र      व    र           व        

 Monetary policy in emerging economies is tied to that of the U.S.; any increase in U.S. 
interest rates often forces smaller economies to consider raising their own rates to defend 
their currencies. 

उ र        व                                    स       ह    ह ;     र         र     व     

               व                        रऺ  ह          र         र  वच र  र           वव   र 
     ह   

 Given the ease with which capital can flow across borders, these outcomes can occur merely 
on the expectation that interest rates will rise, even before any actual rise. 

स           र          सह   व ह          ह  ,   व  इस    ऺ  स           र     स    ह ,  स  
  रण   स       स    ह ,     ह  व    व  व           ह ई ह   

 Such an outcome was seen in 2013. 

 स        व   2013             ई     
 With interest rates hitting the zero lower bound in the wake of the 2008 Great Recession, the 

U.S. Federal Reserve announced a possible end to quantitative easing. 

2008                           र            स        ह  च    र,                                

सह       स      र      स   व         ण         
 The mere expectation of higher future interest rates caused a massive withdrawal of capital 

from emerging market economies. 

  व            र     व          व  स   व      ह  उ र        व      स              र           स  
             

 This was known as the ‗taper tantrum‘. 

इस  ‗          ‘  ह       
 What is happening currently is somewhat similar, with capital flight occurring even though 

interest rates have not actually risen. 

व            ह  रह  ह , वह     ह     इस     र    ह ,  ह         र     व    व  व       ह       
  व                ह  रह  ह   

 What is worrying about the current scenario is that India‘s depreciation and capital flight have 
occurred even though foreign central banks have not made any definitive signal that they 
intend to raise interest rates in the future. 

व        र         स स   च            ह ह      व                 व र    व            र        
     ई      स                 व      र           व      और                           ह   

Uncertainty in monetary policy 

                   च    

 Despite turmoil in energy markets, central banks in developed economies did not initially 

raise interest rates. 

               उ  -          व     व  स       व                         र            र     
व      ह       

 The U.S. Federal Reserve and the Bank of England have maintained interest rates at 

3.75% since December 2025. 

                    और     ऑ              स  र 2025 स        र     3.75%  र      र   ह   
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 Their initial forecasts were built on the idea that the war — and the subsequent oil price 
increase — would be temporary, with prices returning to normal levels. 

उ      र            इस   रण   र     र             — और उस     रण   व                ह ई 

व     —        ह                   स        र  र            
 Raising interest rates in such a scenario would only prove deflationary. 

 स    र               र     व       व   व       र   स   ह     
 However, the longer the war continues, the greater the possibility that oil prices will remain 

elevated, thereby increasing inflationary expectations. 

                           च    , उ    ह       स   व   ह                    ऊ च      रह , 
  सस                ऺ           

 Rising wages and prices, as economic agents fought to maintain their purchasing power in 
the face of rising energy prices, would result in rising inflation. 

ऊ             व          च                   र                 इ  इ    व र  व    और 
         व                                व          रण        

 As the war drags on, the possibility of interest rate increases to combat inflationary pressures 
rises. 

  स -  स               च        ,               व  स         ह          र     व        स   व      
            

 The beginning of the war provided confusing signals to central banks. 

                                     र   व    स               
 While the futures market in the energy sector anticipated an eventual decline in prices, 

interest rate futures assumed heightened inflation. 

 ह   ऊ     ऺ     व         र      व                 र व     स   व          , वह         र व     
    र    उ च                       ई  

 In dealing with this profound uncertainty, the central banks of the U.K. and the U.S. initially 

maintained interest rates, providing detailed forecasts outlining different scenarios. 

इस  हर       च    स                      और                            र            र        र 
र        व     स    व    र                 र   ह    व       व                   

 And yet, foreign capital exited the Indian economy despite foreign central banks making no 
commitment to raising interest rates and forecasting the rise in energy prices as being merely 
temporary. 

  र   ,  व                 व र        र             ई                  और ऊ             व     

     व                    व     व             र         व    स    हर       ई  
 The rupee had been facing depreciatory pressures for some time; the war gave impetus to a 

process already occurring. 

         स   स   व            व    स      र रह    ;          ह   स  च  रह  इस          और 
          र     

 Perhaps one could argue that foreign capital has priced in the possibility of future interest rate 
hikes and has already acted upon these expectations. 

स  व    ह             स    ह      व                व            र     व        स   व       ह   ह  
        र       ह  और उस                    र      ह   

 The future rise in interest rates — if it were to occur — may not have much of an effect then. 

      व            र     व     ह       ह ,    उस      व स  व    ह         ह   ह     
 But this is to assume that foreign wealth holders have completely discounted the initial stance 

of Central Banks that inflation was temporary. 

       ह          ह        व     स       र                    उस   र           ण      र   रह 

  व   र  र      ह ,   स                                     
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 This is a dangerous assumption to make in a situation of such profound uncertainty. 

इ     हर       च                 स                        ण  ह   
 The Prime Minister’s announcement diagnoses the problem the economy currently faces. 

               ण  व              व       स     उ      स         हच    र   ह   
 The current account deficit is widening owing to rising oil prices. 

                       रण च                    रह  ह   
 Coupled with capital flight, it puts significant pressure on the rupee. 

               स       र  ह       र           व       ह   
 But moral suasion cannot be a policy response. 

        व               स      -    र  स          व     ह   ह  स     
 The RBI had initially intervened by imposing restrictions on certain foreign exchange 

derivative contracts, and the government has recently announced the imposition of import 
duties on gold. 

                 (RBI)      र           व             रव   व          र            र ह   ऺ       
  , और सर  र    ह   ह     स     र                       ण     ह   

 But this has not resolved the underlying vulnerabilities. 

      इसस              र      स       ह   ह   ह   
 If interest rates were to rise in the future, these vulnerabilities would come under further 

stress. 

      व            र     व     ह    ह ,            र    और         व              
 The economy is not out of the woods yet. 

     व           स    स    र   रह   हर  ह         ह   

 

 

 

15M. India’s labour market shows gains, but challenges persist 

                                  ,       च                      ई    

 PLFS 2025 points to improving employment trends alongside structural gaps in skills 
and participation. 

PLFS 2025                                             ,                        औ              
           च                      ई     
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 Every year, about 7-10 million young Indians enter the labour market. 

      व        70        1        व    र                 व    र   ह   
 They are better educated than any generation before them — the average years of formal 

schooling for those aged 15 and above has reached 10 years nationally — and with hopes 
and expectations to match. 

व  उ स    व       स                              ऺ  ह  — 15 व   और उसस                      
    औ च  र    ऺ     औस   व   र        र  र 10 व       ह  च च    ह  — और उ              
   ऺ       उस        ह   

 This raises key questions: Can India‘s economy productively absorb the current generation of 
new workers, including youth and women? 

 ह      ह व  ण      उ     ह :       र          व      व    और   ह     स ह              
व              उ         स  स   ह   र स    ह ? 

 Under what conditions? 

      र            ह स  व ह   ? 

 And how can India ensure that its demographic potential translates into meaningful 
employment and economic growth? 

और   र   ह   स  स     च   र स    ह     उस     स         ऺ    स     र    र और       

 व  स      रव     ह ? 

 The recently released Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) 2025 report offers some key 

insights. 

ह   ह       र                          (PLFS) 2025  र          ह व  ण                     र   ह   
 It points to measurable progress across several dimensions, while also underlining some 

challenges that must be addressed to fully leverage India‘s demographic dividend. 

 ह       ऺ                      र स      र   ह , स   ह  उ  च              र         र   ह  
   ह    र       स                     ण  उ      र          स        र    व    ह   

Encouraging trends in employment 

                            

 The Labour Force Participation Rate stands at 59%, the Workforce Participation Rate at 
57%, and the unemployment rate at 3%. 

                  59%,                    57%       र    र   र 3%  र ह   
 These are robust headline indicators. 

   स         स      ह   
 Youth unemployment has declined since 2024, with gains for rural and urban youth. 

2024        स    व    र    र          ई ह , और इस           ण      हर         व            ह   
 Monthly PLFS bulletins through 2025 also point to improving trends in women‘s participation. 

2025      र     र     स  PLFS              ह              र     स   र     व              ह   
 Female LFPR in rural areas rose across successive months through September 2025, 

reaching its highest level since May. 

    ण  ऺ        ह                    र   र  स   र 2025         र  ह           और  ई    
         उ च     र     ह  च  ई  

 These trends show a sustained and directional improvement across multiple survey rounds. 

    व        व     सव ऺण चरण       र  र और      स   र            र   ह   
 The quality of employment has also improved. 

र    र      णव         स   र ह   ह   
 The share of regular wage and salaried employment increased from 22% to 24%, with gains 

recorded for both men and women. 
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       व        और व        र  र    र     ह स  22% स     र 24% ह      ह , और इस       

            ह                  ह   ह   
 Correspondingly, the share of self-employment declined from 58% to 56%. 

इस        ,  वर    र     ह स  58% स     र 56% ह       
 Since formal salaried employment is associated with higher earnings and access to social 

protection, this shift in the nature of employment is among the more important signals in the 
2025 data. 

च     औ च  र  व        र    र उ च    और स       स रऺ      ह  च स       ह    ह , इस    

र    र              ह   रव    2025                       ह व  ण  स             रह  ह   
 Wage trends reinforce this pattern, particularly for women. 

    र   व       इस          और        र   ह ,  व    र   ह             
 In regular salaried employment, female earnings grew by 7%, compared to 6% for men. 

       व        र    र      ह              7%    व     ह ई,                    ह व     6% 

रह   
 In self-employment, female earnings rose by 9% against 8% for men, while in casual labour, 

women‘s wages increased by 5%, even as male wages largely remained unchanged. 

 वर    र      ह           9%    ,                    ह व     8% रह   वह                
  ह            र  5%    ,                   र          र रह   

 At the same time, there remains scope to further narrow gender gaps in absolute earnings. 

स   ह , व    व                 र    और     र             स   व       ह ई ह   
 Analysis of the data indicates that women earn about 76% of male wages in salaried work, 

around 69% in casual labour, and just 36% in self-employment. 

          व    ण स      च    ह     व                  ह                         76%, 

                  69%, और  वर    र      व  36%        र   ह   
 While disparities remain substantial, the shift towards salaried employment is beginning to 

offer more tangible economic gains for women. 

       स                     ह ,   र    व        र    र     र   रव      ह             

  स                 र       ह   
 Structural transformation is also creating better employment opportunities. 

स रच        रव         ह र र    र  वसर उ      र रह  ह   
 Agriculture‘s share of employment has declined to 43%, while manufacturing and services 

have grown to around 12% and 13%, respectively. 

र    र             ह स     र 43% रह     ह ,       व     ण और स व   ऺ       ह स       
     12% और 13%           ह   

 Young people, particularly young women, are increasingly entering manufacturing and service 
sectors. 

  व ,  व    र   व    ह    ,      स   व     ण और स व   ऺ       व    र रह  ह   
 Caste- and gender-based occupational segregation among younger cohorts is measurably 

lower than among older ones, reflecting the cumulative effects of expanded access to 
education and rising social mobility now beginning to translate into more inclusive labour 
market outcomes. 

  व  स  ह          और          र     वस      व    , व    स  ह                      स     ह , 
     ऺ      व    र   ह  च और      स                   स च      व            ह ,       

     स  व           र   रण         रव     ह        ह   

Gaps in skills and job creation 

     औ                        
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 The first is the education-to-employment transition. 

 ह   च        ऺ  स  र    र     र स   ण    ह   
 India has significantly expanded tertiary education enrolment, making higher education more 

accessible across income groups. 

  र     उ च   ऺ                उ         व   र      ह ,   सस   व        व          उ च 

  ऺ       स    ह ई ह   
 Yet gaps remain. 

  र   ,    र             ह   ह   
 For instance, between 2004 and 2023, roughly 5 million graduates entered the labour market 

annually, but only about 2.8 million secured employment of any kind. 

उ  हरण       , 2004 स  2023      च    व        50                  र     व    र   रह , 
      उ    स    व       28          स     र    र    र      ह    

 Limited access to formal skills training also poses a challenge. 

औ च  र          ऺण    स      ह  च       च             र   ह   
 Only 4% of individuals aged 15-59 have received formal vocational or technical training. 

15-59 व       व        व  4%         औ च  र     वस                  ऺण           ह   
 Yet among those who have, workforce participation is substantially higher — 83% for men 

and 51% for women — underscoring the strong link between skills training and employment, 
which needs to be both harnessed and scaled up. 

                   ह    ऺण           ह , उ                 र            ह  —              

83% और   ह            51% —            ऺण और र    र      च       स        र        

 र   ह ,   स  और      उ          व   र     व      ह   
 Another challenge lies in women‘s sustained workforce participation. 

       च        ह          र  र              र  स  स       ह   
 While most men outside the labour force cited education as the primary reason, women 

pointed to childcare and household responsibilities, revealing structural constraints rooted in 
the unequal distribution of unpaid work. 

 ह         स    हर                    ऺ            रण      , वह     ह          च            

और  र            र        रण      ,     व               स     व रण       ह  स रच      

          उ   र  र   ह   
 For instance, urban self-employed men work approximately 17.5 hours more per week than 

women, and in regular salaried employment, the gap is about 7.9 hours per week, reflecting a 
persistent double burden of paid and unpaid labour that women experience 
disproportionately. 

उ  हरण       ,  हर   वर    र व           ह                     स   ह      17.5           

      र   ह , और        व        र    र     ह    र      7.9          स   ह ह ,      ह     
 व र      व          व    व        और  व              हर                ह   

 The fourth challenge is the NEET group. 

च    च      NEET स  ह स  स       ह   
 Around 25% of those aged 15-29 fall into this category. 

15-29 व       व           25%   व  इस   ण         ह   
 Moreover, these individuals are not counted in unemployment figures. 

इस       र  , इ               र    र                     ह              
 Without timely intervention, this disengagement can lead to young people becoming detached 

from the workforce in the long term. 

स    र ह   ऺ    ह     र  ह     व   व                         स    ण      र  र स    ह   

The way forward 
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 The PLFS 2025 data points to a labour market that is moving in the right direction. 

PLFS 2025           स         र     र स      र   ह     सह                 रह  ह   
 However, translating these gains into meaningful and productivity-led economic growth will 

require more targeted interventions: scaling industry-relevant skills training, enabling 
workforce participation through gender-responsive interventions, and strengthening pathways 
to stable job employment with expanded social protection and a focus on green sectors. 

      इ  उ           स     और उ       -    र         व  स      रव      र               

  ऺ  ह   ऺ       व      ह   : उ    -स               ऺण     व   र,      -स व       

ह   ऺ            स               र     सऺ       ,      व    र  स       स रऺ  और ह र   ऺ   
 र             र   ह         र    र            स     र    

 Targeted programmes like apprenticeships will also be crucial to re-engage NEET youth as 

active contributors to the economy. 

     स      स    ऺ         NEET   व            व       स                             
                       ह व  ण  ह     

 

15M. WPI more than doubles to 8.3% in April 

         ई              8.3%                    

 India‘s WPI inflation rises to its highest level in 3.5 years on the impact of the West Asia 
crisis on prices in India. 

   र             ई           3.5 व      उ च     र  र  ह  च  ई,   स     रण   र            र 
   च                   व ह   

 Experts say that this jump in wholesale prices could soon be passed on to consumers, and 
could also start hurting the profitability of companies if it is not passed on. 

  व   ऻ      ह   ह                   ह व         ह  उ          र         स    ह , और     

 स   ह                ह                              व   र स    ह   
 In the first sign of the impact of the West Asia crisis on prices in India, wholesale inflation in 

India jumped to 8.3% in April 2026, its highest level in 3.5 years, driven by the sharp rise in 

crude oil and natural gas prices. 

   र            र    च                   व     ह   स             ,      2026      र         
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             र 8.3% ह   ई,    3.5 व      उ च     र ह ,   स     रण   च      और         

  स                 व     ह   
 Inflation in this category stood at 67.2% in April. 

 इस   ण                       67.2% रह   
 Data on the Wholesale Price Index (WPI) released by the Ministry of Commerce and 

Industry on Thursday showed that the last time wholesale inflation in India was higher than 

this was in October 2022. 

    व र       ण   औ                व र    र             च     (WPI)          स      च      

  र                   इसस          र    र      र 2022        
 It had stood at 3.9% in March 2026. 

   च  2026     ह 3.9%     
 Notably, food inflation at the wholesale level remained relatively low, at 2% in April 2026, 

compared with 1.9% a month earlier. 

  व       स ,       र  र                     2026       ऺ        ह  र 2% रह ,         

 ह     ह    ह 1.9%     
 ―The first sign of the impact of war on the Indian economy has been seen in the WPI inflation 

number for April which came at 8.3%,‖ Madan Sabnavis, chief economist at the Bank of 
Baroda said. 

     ऑ                                        ह , ―  र         व     र            व    
 ह   स                     ई                        ,    8.3% रह  ‖ 

 ―This is a direct result of the global developments which have manifested on the oil front.‖ 

 ― ह व   व             स      रण   ह ,         ऺ         ई    रह  ह  ‖ 
 Shashwat Singh, Fundamental Analyst at Bajaj Broking too said that the rise in wholesale 

inflation was largely driven by higher crude oil prices, fuel and power costs, imported inflation, 
and elevated input prices amid the ongoing geopolitical tensions in West Asia. 

                          व                        ह                      व             स  
  च         ऊ च       ,     और           ,                  और    च             र    -
र           व       च     ह ई इ               रण ह ई ह   

 Within the index, inflation in the crude oil and natural gas sectors stood at a 46-month high 
of 67.2% in April 2026, coming on the back of a 39-month high in March. 

 स च           र,   च      और           स  ऺ                     2026    46            च   

    67.2%  र  ह  च  ई,      च     39  ह       उ च   र         ई  
 While the higher international prices of both products are a driving factor for this, there is also 

a significant base effect pushing the inflation numbers up. 

 ह            उ         ऊ च     रर            इस          रण ह ,           ह व  ण     र    व 

                         ऊ र      रह  ह   
 That is, the sector witnessed deflation of 7.6% and 15.5% in March and April of last year. 

      , इस  ऺ           व     च  और              7.6% और 15.5%                    ई     

Fuel inflation 

               

 The fuel and power category, too, saw inflation rise to 24.7% in April 2026, the highest since 

October 2022. 

     और         ण             2026                 र 24.7% ह   ई,         र 2022        

स स       ह   
 This was driven by inflation in the mineral oils category, which rose to 39.5% in April 2026. 

  ह व                ण                    रण ह ई,         2026       र 39.5% ह   ई  



                      
 

  

P
ag

e4
9 

 Mr. Singh pointed out that this elevated wholesale inflation could soon pass on to the retail 
level and directly affect consumers. 

     स ह     ह      ह ऊ च                    ह     र    र     ह  च स    ह  और स    उ         
       व   र स    ह   

 He added that it could also hurt the profitability of companies. 

 उ ह     ह     इसस                            व  ह  स    ह   
 ―Higher logistics, freight, and commodity prices are now increasingly getting reflected in 

wholesale inflation, which could eventually pass through to consumer inflation as well,‖ Mr. 
Singh said. 

     स ह     ह , ―उ च         स,         ई और व                       स                   
    ई    रह  ह ,          उ                        ह  च स    ह  ‖ 

 ―The spike also suggests margin pressure for manufacturing and industrial companies if cost 
increases cannot be fully passed on to consumers.‖ 

 ― ह व      ह    स          ह              व          र   रह उ          र  ह           ,    
 व     ण और औ                र              व    स    ह  ‖ 

 

 

15M. India back on EU approved list of aquaculture exporters 

             ई               च          ,       च                          
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 In a major boost for India‘s seafood industry, the country has been re-included in the list of 
nations that can export aquaculture products to the EU from September 2026, as it has 

proven its compliance with EU restrictions related to use of antimicrobials in animals used for 
food. 

   र     स          उ                      स ह          ,         स   र 2026 स  ई      
  व   चर उ             र   व            स च       र स                 ह ,       उस        

उ     व                   इ      स    उ     स  स       ई                         स          
ह   

 In October 2024, the EU omitted India from the list of countries allowed to export aquaculture 

products to the EU from September 2026, raising concerns in the domestic industry, as the 
EU is a major export destination for Indian seafood. 

      र 2024   , ई        र      स   र 2026 स  ई        व   चर उ             र             

             स च  स  ह          ,   सस   र    उ         च        ई   ,       ई     र    स     
                             ह   

 Aquaculture covers finfish, including eels, and products of finfish (such as roes and caviar), 
and crustaceans. 

   व   चर          ,   स   ई स       ह ,               उ     (  स  र  और    व  र) और 
        स       ह    ह   

 ―Under EU rules, the use of antimicrobials in livestock for growth or yield purposes is not 

allowed, nor can animals be treated with antimicrobials reserved for human infections,‖ the 
European Commission said in its statement. 

                               ह , ―ई             ह           व        उ               उ      

स        इ      स    उ             ह   ह , और   ह           उ च र उ        इ      स स       
   स    ह        व स   ण         स र ऺ  र      ह  ‖ 

 ―The countries on the list have proven their compliance with the EU restrictions on 
antimicrobial use in food-producing animals.‖ 

 ―स च                        उ       र   व                   इ       उ      र ई              
           स          ह  ‖ 

 It added that the list will be formally adopted ―in the coming days‖, with the rules on imports 
applying from September 3, 2026. 

 इस        ह         स च     ―    व        ‖    औ च  र     स              , और      स      
     3  स   र 2026 स       ह     

 The development builds on the fact that in September 2025, the EU added 102 new Indian 

fisheries to its list of approved establishments that can export to EU member countries. 

  ह  व  स इस      र     र  ह      स   र 2025    ई      102  ई   र         इ  इ           
 व     स          स च                  ,    ई   स                    र स    ह   
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15M. Govt. bans sugar exports till Sept. 30; U.S., EU excluded 

          30           च                          ;        , ई          

 The Department of Commerce issued a notification on Wednesday moving sugar from 

‗restricted‘ to ‗prohibited‘ list of items for exports. 

    ण               व र          स च     र   र च                     ‗        ‘ स च  स  
‗      ‘ स च             र   र       

 Export of raw, white and refined sugar is banned till September 30, 2026. 

   च , स    और   र     च              30        2026              र          ह   
 The ban, however, does not apply to exports to the United States and the European Union 

under the CXL and TRQ quota, and exports under the advance authorisation scheme. 

 ह      ,  ह                            और                CXL और TRQ          ह  ह    व    
                     रण                 ह    व            र       ह   ह     

 It will also not apply to government-to-government exports. 

  ह सर  र-स -सर  र         र          ह   ह     
 If the shipping bill has been raised or the consignment loading has commenced or handed 

over to the Customs, the exports will be permitted, according to the notification. 

    स च         स र,                  र  ह  च    ह                       ह   ई ह     उस      स 

   स            ह ,                               
 The Indian Sugar and Bio-energy Manufacturers Association (ISMA) had said in 

February this year — almost three months after the commencement of the sugarcane 
crushing season — that sugar production was expected to be 324 lakh tonnes in the 2025-
2026 sugar season and that 31 lakh tonnes would be diverted for ethanol. 
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                     -             च             (ISMA)    इस व    रवर     —        र ई स  

    ह                 ह        —  ह        2025-2026 च          च    उ      324        

रह      उ     ह  और 31        च                                 
 The net sugar production was expected to be still 30 lakh tonnes more than last sugar 

season at 293 lakh tonnes. 

      च    उ            च    स                    30             ह  र 293        रह      
उ         

 The Association said on Thursday that exports were permitted by the Government last 
November based on the then prevailing production estimates and an encouraging outlook for 
the sugar season. 

  स  स          व र     ह     सर  र           व  र    उस स      उ              और च    स  

   उ स ह          ण       र  र                         
 However, as the season progressed, sugar production in certain key states, particularly 

Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh, was impacted resulting in a moderation of overall actual 

production. 

 ह      ,   स -  स  स         ,          र    ,  व    र         और         ,    च    उ      

    व  ह  ,   सस      व    व  उ              ई  
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15M From PCOS to PMOS: understanding the reasons for name change 

PCOS    PMOS   :                   ण           
15M QUIZ 

 

 

15M. From PCOS to PMOS: understanding the reasons for name change 

PCOS    PMOS   :                   ण           

 A couple of days ago on a hot May day, a niche group of people across the world celebrated. 

         ह    ई              हर   ,  व व र                व    स  ह    उ सव        
 The reason the endocrinologists were rejoicing was the change in the nomenclature of a 

single condition, only one letter had changed, and it seemed as if the festivities were a bit 
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disproportionate. 

                     स   ह         रण        र         रण      रव      ,   स     व     

 ऺर            , और  स       ह  रह          उ सव          ह      ह   
 The Endocrine Society, a global network of people dealing with hormones, announced that 

PCOS (Polycystic Ovarian Syndrome) would henceforth be known as PMOS 
(Polyendocrine Metabolic Ovarian Syndrome). 

ह     स  स        व   ऻ     व   व  स                            ण                

(                         )       स          (                                     )    
    स              

 While the endocrinologists celebrated, the rest of the world wondered, inspired by the bard: 
Doesn‘t a rose by any other name smell as sweet? 

 ह         इ         उ सव     रह    , वह        व व  ह स च रह    ,   स       व     ह  ह :     
  स          स      र            उ    ह     र स      ह       ? 

 The Endocrine Society, however, did not do this out of mere whimsy. 

ह      ,                      ह        व       व   ह         
 As an article in The Lancet pointed out, the new name emerged out of a multistep global 

consensus process over the years. 

  स                                 उ             ,  ह         व      च    ह -  र   व   व  

सह               रण   व   स          
 The authors of the paper Helena J. Teede et al argued that the term PCOS was ‗inaccurate‘ 

as it relied only on the presence of ovarian cysts, thereby hiding the multitude of factors that 
contribute — including diverse endocrine and metabolic features. 

इस                          .                                         ‗ स   ‘   ,        ह 

  व             स      उ        र     र    ,   सस  इस                    व           र  — 

       व           व  और च   च    व              ह  —              
 Thus constrained, it contributes to delayed diagnosis, fragmented care and comes in the way 

of curtailing research and policy on the issue. 

इस स       र          रण           व   ,       उ च र   व        इस  व    र    स     और 
         ण         उ     ह    ह   

 The significance lies not only in the fact that the definition has broadened the panel of factors 
that will facilitate better diagnosis, but also that PCOS affects a staggering number of women 

— it is estimated that the syndrome affects 170 million women during their reproductive years 
alone. 

इस    ह व   व  इस         ह   ह      ई   र          ह र       ह      र         र      व     

     ह ,      इस           ह                    स          ह            व   र   ह  — 

       ह      ह  स       व                र   ह  17  र     ह            व   र   ह   

Welcome initiative 

              

 ―It is an extremely welcome initiative. It has been in the works for a few years, of course,‖ 
says Usha Sriram, endocrinologist and diabetologist, founder of DIWAS, an organisation built 

around women‘s health. 

― ह        व         ह  ह      च  ह , इस  र           व   स    र    च  रह    ,‖   ह        
 व      र     र  स        ई            स                 इ          व                

           ह   ह   
 ―PCOS restricts and reduces it to about cysts and gave it an ovarian-reproductive emphasis. 

―        इस    व   सस       स      र      ह  और इस          व      -      स              
       र   ह   



                      
 

  

P
ag

e5
4 

 It is not a one-off reproductive abnormality. 

 ह   ई            स       स         ह   ह   
 This is a syndrome that could have a life-long impact on more than just reproductive health.‖ 

 ह  स   स     ह    स      व   व        व        स      ह  ,        व  र    स    ह  ‖ 
 She further adds: ―When people google PCOS, what comes up is ‗difficulty conceiving, 

pregnancy loss and gestational diabetes mellitus.‘ 

वह      ह   ह : ―                  इ  र     र       ह ,    ‗     रण         ई,        और 
    व        ह‘   स       स         ह  ‖ 

 ―That is also the general perception — linked as it is to fertility, it has become associated with 
a lot of stigma.‖ 

― ह  स        रण         ई ह  — च      ह      ऺ    स       ह   ह , इस    इस   स    ह   

     स                       ह  ‖ 
 Jaishree Gajaraj, senior obstetrician and gynaecologist, also welcomes the move, 

attesting that a great deal of misdiagnosis and overdiagnosis also happens with PCOS, apart 

from self diagnosis too. 

व र    स     व      र    व   ऻ               इस         व     र   ह  और       ह     

                             ,                   व    व र         र       व        ह   

     ह    ह   
 She believes that this nomenclature change will make a very big difference in clinical practice, 

and help facilitate appropriate diagnoses and treatment. 

उ          ह      ह       रव     च   स      वह र           र           उ च        और 
उ च र    स            

 Tejasvi Seshadri, consultant paediatric, adolescent endocrinologist, at Rainbow Hospitals, 
Bengaluru, says this reclassification will be useful to let the world know that it is not a 

condition isolated to the ovaries, but impacting general health and well-being too. 

              ,            र              व      र       इ                        ह   ह     

 ह    व    रण            ह स         सह    ह        ह   व            स            ह   ह , 
     स    व     और     ण           व   र   ह   

 Going on to explain that paediatric endocrinologists already follow this comprehensive 

approach and involvement of hormones that this change has advocated, Dr. Seshadri says 
―we are also looking at poly endocrine factors in children, not judging just by the arrested 
follicle development (commonly associated with PCOS) because disruptions in the early 

years of menstrual health are normal and can result in this.‖ 

 ह       र   ह                इ          ह   स  ह  इस             ण     ह      सह       
         र   ह ,   .         ह   ह , ―ह    च         ह -      व    र            ह ,   व   व    

        व  स (   स                स                 ह )       र  र   ण    ह       ,       

   स       व          र     व        व    स      ह    ह  और इस     रण  स  ह  स    ह  ‖ 
 ―We run a basic hormone assay for the child, rule out diabetes and pre-diabetes, and insulin 

resistance, dyslipidemia, MASLD (all part of metabolic dysfunction). 

―ह    च             ह      र ऺण  र   ह ,      ह और   -        , इ स        र  ,               
              (   स   च   च    व  र     ह स  ह )      हर  र   ह   

 Once the child has been diagnosed, then we recommend lifestyle changes, and on a case-to-
case basis, perhaps medications. 

     र   च           ह        र, ह    व           रव       स  ह      ह  और  व            स र 
 व            ह   

 Not every child gets the same treatment,‖ she adds. 

हर   च          स  उ च र  ह            ,‖ वह      ह   ह   
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Global implementation 

                 

 The Lancet paper lists an eight-stage process of global implementation of the new name, 

from publication and academic dissemination to developing resources for the project, 
integrating it into health care systems to transition and refinement, leading up to integration 
into the international guidelines in 2028. 

                              व   व        व   ह      -  र            उ              ह , 
  स         और   ऺ ण   स र स     र   र      ह    स स     व  स   र  , इस   व     स व  
 ण         स        र  , स   ण  व    र  रण                    2028       रर      

              स  व          ह   
 Dr. Usha says implementation will depend on the professional societies working towards this 

goal. 

  . उ    ह   ह     इस         व   इस                      र रह      वर स        र     र  र     
 It is important to build awareness among the community simultaneously, she adds. 

वह      ह   ह     स  -स   स                  व  स   र             व    ह   
 Jayashree Gopal, endocrinologist and diabetologists, has a di•erent take. 

      इ          व                              इस  व    र           ण ह   
 Several attempts have been made in the past to bring focus on the metabolic aspects, in fact, 

once the change suggested was Metabolic Reproductive Syndrome. 

  व        च   च    ह      र             र       ई    स          , और    स   इस   
     व                                        

 But PCOS has been around for about a 100 years, and I believe that gynaecologists, at least 
in urban areas, are aware of the metabolic aspects of the syndrome. 

                   100 व   स   च      ह , और   र        ह       -स -    हर   ऺ          
र    व   ऻ इस  स        च   च    ह     स    र च  ह   

 Will this name change actually bring about change? 

     ह       रव    व   व      रव         ? 

 ―It depends really. 

― ह व   व      र         र     र  र   ह   
 There is another category of metabolic disorder that was renamed recently — Non 

Alcoholic fatty liver disease became Metabolic Dysfunction-Associated Steatotic Liver 
Disease, and that caught on pretty fast, probably because of the association of the former 

with alcohol,‖ Dr. Gopal explains. 

ह   ह            च   च    व  र                    —                                  
                  -                                ह          , और  ह   रव              
स   व   र  र         , स  व   इस            र           स      र   स              ,‖   .       

      र   ह   
 On the other hand, as Dr. Usha Sriram points out, the condition now defined as pre-diabetes 

was known by many fangled names until this one has come to stay. 

  सर   र,   स       . उ     र         ह ,   स               -          ह       ह , उस   ह   
 ई    -         स              ,           ह              स   च     ह   ह       
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15M. QUIZ 

Hantaviruses are naturally found primarily in 
which group of mammals? 

Answer: Rodents 

Explanation 

 Hantaviruses are a group of viruses that 
are naturally carried by rodents such as rats, 
mice, and voles. These animals generally do not 
become sick from the virus, but they can spread 
it to humans through urine, saliva, droppings, or 
contaminated dust particles.  

 In humans, hantaviruses can cause 
serious diseases such as Hantavirus Pulmonary 
Syndrome (HPS) and Hemorrhagic Fever with 
Renal Syndrome (HFRS). 

  According to global health agencies and 
research institutions, rodents remain the primary natural reservoir of hantaviruses 

worldwide. 

Smallpox was an infectious disease caused by ____ virus, which belongs to the 
genus Orthopoxvirus. 

Answer: Variola 

Explanation 

 Smallpox was a highly contagious and deadly disease caused by the Variola virus, a 
member of the genus Orthopoxvirus.  

 The disease produced fever, body aches, and a characteristic skin rash with pus-filled 
blisters.  

 Due to an extensive global vaccination campaign led by the World Health Organization 
(WHO), smallpox became the first human disease to be officially eradicated in 1980.  

 Today, routine vaccination against smallpox is no longer conducted for the general 
public, although preserved virus samples remain under strict international laboratory 

security and monitoring. 

This is a virus belonging to Reovirales, an order of segmented, non-enveloped, 
double-stranded RNA viruses. It is an arbovirus, being primarily transmitted to 
humans from the bite of infected mosquitoes of the genus Culex. Which is it? 

Answer: Banna Virus 

Explanation 

 Banna virus is an arbovirus belonging to the order Reovirales and is mainly 
transmitted through the bite of infected Culex mosquitoes. It was first identified in 
China’s Yunnan Province and has been associated with fever and encephalitis in 
humans.  

 The virus possesses a segmented double-stranded RNA genome and is considered an 
emerging mosquito-borne pathogen in parts of Asia.  

 Research studies indicate that its transmission pattern is linked to tropical and 

subtropical climatic conditions that favour mosquito breeding. 
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This virus causes a type of viral hemorrhagic fever. It is endemic in West African 
countries, especially Sierra Leone, the Republic of Guinea, Nigeria, and Liberia. Which 
is it? 

Answer: Lassa Virus 

Explanation 

 Lassa virus is the causative agent of Lassa fever, a severe viral hemorrhagic illness 
endemic to several West African countries including Nigeria, Liberia, Sierra Leone, and 
Guinea.  

 The virus is primarily spread through contact with food or household items 
contaminated by the urine or droppings of infected Mastomys rats. 

 According to international health agencies, thousands of infections occur annually in 
endemic regions. Symptoms range from mild fever to severe bleeding, respiratory 

distress, and organ failure in serious cases. 

 

5.This is the main cause of hemorrhagic fever with renal syndrome (HFRS) in East 
Asia. It is transmitted by the striped field mouse. Name the virus. 

 Answer: Hantaan Virus 
 Explanation 
 Hantaan virus is one of the primary causes of Hemorrhagic Fever with Renal Syndrome 

(HFRS) in East Asia, particularly in countries such as China and South Korea.  

 The virus is mainly carried and transmitted by the striped field mouse (Apodemus 
agrarius). 

  Humans become infected through inhalation of virus-contaminated particles from 
rodent urine, saliva, or droppings. 

  HFRS can lead to fever, bleeding disorders, and kidney damage. According to global 
public health research institutions, hantavirus infections remain an important zoonotic 

disease concern in Asia. 

 

 


