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Phase 3 of SIR in 16 States,
3 U.T.s from May 30, says EC

With this phase, SIR will cover the entire country, except Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir

and Ladakh; exercise seeks to ensure that only eligible voters are included in poll rolls, says CEC

Sree a Chakral
NEW DELHI

he Election Com-

mission of India

(EC) on Thursday
announced the schedule
for Phase 3 of the special
intensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in 16 States
and three Union Territo-
ries beginning May 30.

The EC said that with
this phase, the exercise
would cover the entire
country, except Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu and Kash-
mir and Ladakh. The SIR
schedule for these States
would be announced later
after considering the com-
pletion of Phase 2 of the
Census and due considera-
tion of the weather in the
upper reaches or snow-
bound areas.

36.73 crore voters
The States and Union Ter-
ritories where the SIR-3
will be carried out in a stag-
gered manner are Delhi,
Odisha, Mizoram, Sikkim,
Manipur,  Uttarakhand,
Andhra Pradesh, Aruna-
chal Pradesh, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Telangana,
Punjab, Karnataka, Megha-
laya, Maharashtra, Jhark-
hand, Nagaland, Tripura,
Dadar and Nagar Haveli
and Daman and Diu. The
combined voter base of
these States is 36.73 crore.
The final electoral rolls
of the States undergoing
the SIR under this phase

Fresh round

EC announces schedule for Special Intensive Revision of
electoral rolls across 16 States and three Union Territories

Revision begins on May 30

States/U.T.s covered

Odisha, Mizoram, Sikkim, Manipur,

Uttarakhand, Andhra Pradesh,
Arunachal Pradesh, Haryana,
Telangana, Punjab, Karnataka,
Meghalaya, Maharashtra,
Jharkhand, Magaland, Tripura,
Delhi, Chandigarh, Dadar and
Nagar Haveli, Daman and Diu

Schedule for Himachal Pradesh,
Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh
to be announced later

Key dates for final rolls

September 6: Odisha,
Sikkim, Mizoram, Manipur

October 7: Delhi,
Karnataka, Meghalaya,
Maharashtra, Jharkhand

December 23: Tripura

Around 3.94 lakh

Political parties to

booth-level officers = appoint 3.42 lakh

to be deployed

will be published on diffe-
rent dates this year, begin-
ning with Odisha, Sikkim,
Mizoram and Manipur on
September 6 and ending
with Tripura on December
23. The final voter lists of
Delhi, Karnataka, Megha-
laya, Maharashtra and
Jharkhand will be out on
October 7.

Appeal by CEC
The exercise had already
been conducted in Bihar,
West Bengal, Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, Puducherry, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Gujarat,
Chhattisgarh, Goa, Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands
and Lakshadweep. In As-
sam, due to legalities of the
National Register of Citi-
zens (NRC), a “special revi-
sion” was conducted.

“I appeal to all electors
to enthusiastically partici-

pate in phase 3 of the SIR
and fill their enumeration
forms. SIR is being con-
ducted to ensure that only
eligible voters are included
in the electoral roll,” Chief
Election = Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar said.

3.94 lakh BLOs

Over 3.94 lakh booth-level
officers (BLOs) will go
house-to-house assisted by
342 lakh booth-level
agents (BLAs) appointed
by political parties during
the enumeration phase,
the poll body said in a
statement.

The voter base across
the 12 States and Union
Territories stood at more
than 50.99 crore when
phase 2 of the SIR was an-
nounced by the EC on Oc-
tober 27 last year and now
the figure stood at 45.81
crore — a decline of over

booth-level agents

518 crore, which was
around 10.2%.

The rules of the Phase 3
SIR would be the same as
those of the Phase 2. While
announcing the Phase 2 on
October 27 last year, the EC
had introduced certain
changes with learnings
from Bihar where the first
phase had been carried
out.

The most important of
them was that no docu-
ments were to be collected
from electors during the
enumeration phase. Aad-
haar had been added as
the 12th document as di-
rected by the Supreme
Court, but only as proof of
identity and mnot of
citizenship.

Fresh voter registrations
were also carried out si-
multaneously during
house-to-house enumera-
tion.

15M. Phase 3 of SIR in 16 States, 3 U.T.s from May 30, says EC
16 Tt 3R 3 Fr nfAaT weeit & SIR FT =0T 3, 30 A A YF : EC

e With this phase, SIR will cover the entire country, except Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh; exercise seeks to ensure that only eligible voters are included in poll
rolls, says CEC.

S8 TROT & A1, SIR G 2 T ek AT, [{arg Raraer wder, s7-wealR ik agera &, 7
3T GARTT FIA o T & o Sharer a1 HACTAT &1 AT I  2nfAer g, X6 CEC = Fel

e The Election Commission of India (EC) on Thursday announced the schedule for Phase 3
of the special intensive revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in 16 States and three Union Territories
beginning May 30.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in ==

Pagez



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

HR foraferet 3T (EC) o TaR T 16 Tl 3R cfiet she; AT Fereit 7 Felerar et
TRy aTgeT JL1&T0T (SIR) o |OT 3 T Rk TN T, SiT 30 7 I Y& gl

The SIR schedule for these States (Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh)
would be announced later after considering the completion of Phase 2 of the Census and
due consideration of the weather in the upper reaches or snowbound areas.

$oT Ul o fAT SIR T A dTe 7 N AT ST, ST STaroreT & =0T 2 hr qoidr 31K
FO AT I § & &1 & AHA 91 faar faar S|

36.73 crore voters
36.73 AT AdGT

The States and Union Territories where the SIR-3 will be carried out in a staggered manner
are Delhi, Odisha, Mizoram, Sikkim, Manipur, Uttarakhand, Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal
Pradesh, Haryana, Chandigarh, Telangana, Punjab, Karnataka, Meghalaya,
Maharashtra, Jharkhand, Nagaland, Tripura, Dadar and Nagar Haveli and Daman and
Diu.

3 TS 3R g, AT U2 ST SIR-3 TRUTHEH ik  fomam Siream, 3 § freely, if3em,
Hefiesh, HETerd, HERTSE, FRES, AN, B, & A IR gdel To1 g7t A Q|

The combined voter base of these States is 36.73 crore.

T TS T HYFel FHASIT TR 36.73 FAT B

The final electoral rolls of the States undergoing the SIR under this phase will be published on
different dates this year, beginning with Odisha, Sikkim, Mizoram and Manipur on
September 6 and ending with Tripura on December 23.

3 TROT & dgd SIR W IR ¢ Tt T e ATSTar AT 38 T Jrefer-37er91 fAfat ox
SerTRIet S e, ForeT 3t 3faen, Rifa, Frsier 3 AR & 6 fdat 1 el 3T
AT PR3 23 feFHaR ot g |

The final voter lists of Delhi, Karnataka, Meghalaya, Maharashtra and Jharkhand will be
out on October 7.

e, Fettes, ATy, HERTSE AR FIRES 1 AR AdSTar GRAAT 7 3rerga 1 Ry giaf|

Appeal by CEC
CEC & 3rdier

The exercise had already been conducted in Bihar, West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Puducherry, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Chhattisgarh, Goa,
Andaman and Nicobar Islands and Lakshadweep.

Ig 33T Tl &1 FaER, af¥es qane, affiearg, Fe, ggadl, 3o wew, TereyTE, A v,
TSI, Selraerg, T, 3sATT 3R fFARIER gdrasg TUT datedy 7 fhar o g |

In Assam, due to legalities of the National Register of Citizens (NRC), a “special revision”
was conducted.

IH H, T AR WAEET (NRC) @ ST Hlefatt Fiohaait & RO “faLy gerdiaqor faar
|

“| appeal to all electors to enthusiastically participate in phase 3 of the SIR and fill their
enumeration forms. SIR is being conducted to ensure that only eligible voters are included in
the electoral roll,” Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar said.

“ﬁaﬁﬁm&ﬁﬁmmé%asmsi&* SIR & TROT 3 7 19T of 31 319 07T gu
| SIR I GIATRET ot oh foIT TR SiT T87 § T Sharel AT ATl €1 FHcferdm e 7 enfdrer
g1, qET AT AGFd AAT FAR 7 Fgl |
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3.94 lakh BLOs
3.94 9@ BLOs

e Over 3.94 lakh booth-level officers (BLOs) will go house-to-house assisted by 3.42 lakh
booth-level agents (BLAS) appointed by political parties during the enumeration phase, the
poll body said in a statement.

AACTH fehTT & Teh 4Tt F gl foh IUTAT 0T o6 SNIeT Tl fcieh Gell SarT fgereT 3.42 o
T T Taie (BLAS) &I HrIaT & 3.94 o & 3t g7 T sy (BLOs) 8-t
e |

e The voter base across the 12 States and Union Territories stood at more than 50.99 crore

when phase 2 of the SIR was announced by the EC on October 27 last year and now the
figure stood at 45.81 crore — a decline of over 5.18 crore, which was around 10.2%.

ST freer a¥ 27 3/9F¢a} &I EC @R SIR & °R0T 2 T °IvoT &1 718 oY, a9 12 Teat 3K &g
LMTAT USRI 7 HAJSTAT MR 50.99 FT T 31TF AT 3R 3797 Tg 317haT 45.81 FS § — TTAT
5.18 A3 I 31T T T, ST ST 10.2% &

e The rules of the Phase 3 SIR would be the same as those of the Phase 2.
SIR TOT 3 & 373 9T 2 S &Y 89|

e While announcing the Phase 2 on October 27 last year, the EC had introduced certain
changes with learnings from Bihar where the first phase had been carried out.

TOoel g 27 37eFgaR &l 70T 2 T BNYUT X FHT EC A AeR & Al 31egeral & HUR W FHo

Seelld ThT &, STET Tg el TROT 9RT TehaT 1T 2T

e The most important of them was that no documents were to be collected from electors during
the enumeration phase.

3T HH AGcaqUT IE AT o IT0TAT =T & ENTeT AAGIAT3T & IS GEATdoT Tal fordr STaer|

e Aadhaar had been added as the 12th document as directed by the Supreme Court, but only
as proof of identity and not of citizenship.

Mﬁg‘;ﬁﬂ'ﬂ-ﬂ%%ﬁé?ﬂw 127 SEarast & G H SNST AT 2T, SAfeheT shaol IgdTeT & YHTOT
& & &, ARTREAT & THIOT & &9 3 787

e Fresh voter registrations were also carried out simultaneously during house-to-house

enumeration.
P. Kumaran is ER-EX ITUTAT & GRT AT FATGIAT ToheioT 3t arer-arer fvw are|
lndlaSngh 15M. P. Kumaran is India’s High Commissioner in London
Commissioner . FHAR e # AR & Foagad o=
in London
tPcS ] e India’s new High Commissioner to the U.K., Periasamy Kumaran,
The Hindu Bureau formally stepped into his role on Thursday, presenting his credentials to Vice-
LONDON Marshal of the Diplomatic Corps, Scott Furssedonn-Wood.

&, { AR & AV ITarged, IRATATH FARA, 7 R bl Aoenies & & 9=

India’s new High Commis-

sioner to the UK., Periasa-
my Kumaran, formally
stepped into his role on
Thursday, presenting his
credentials to Vice-Marshal
of the Diplomatic Corps,
Scott Furssedonn-Wood.
He paid tributes to the
statues of Mahatma Gand-
hi in Tavistock Square and
Parliament Square and to
Babasaheb B.R. Ambedkar
at Ambedkar House in
London. Mr. Kumaran pre-
viously served as Secretary
(East) in the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs in New Delhi

and as High Commissioner __

to Singapore prior to that.
In London, he succeeds|
Vikram Doraiswami, who

is now India’s Ambassador\

to China.

UCHR T 3R Beabifts Fid & ama-amia Fpic FHEIA-g3 I 30 ToIg 91
Edd fhvl
e He paid tributes to the statues of Mahatma Gandhi in Tavistock Square

and Parliament Square and to Babasaheb B.R. Ambedkar at Ambedkar
House in London.

Sogiet Sfaveid T 31 nifehamie T arR 7 ey #grear andt v gfaansit aur

W U A5 §139 H SR o137, ASHT T STl ATId H|

e Mr. Kumaran previously served as Secretary (East) in the Ministry of
External Affairs in New Delhi and as High Commissioner to Singapore prior
to that.
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AN HARE S Tgol 7% et 7 fa2er darey & afda (q@) & ¥ 7 w1 g § 3R 380
agel RATTYR & FTargad o @ &
e In London, he succeeds Vikram Doraiswami, who is now India’s Ambassador to China.

et H 3ogiel Faswer ARSEant 1 vure for 8, S 319 R & et H Teige o |

Chouhan pens book on his

association with PM Modi

Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has penned a book, titled Apnapan, on

his 35-year-long association with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Talking to reporters on
Thursday, Mr. Chouhan said the book was a
deeply personal account of his close political and
organisational association with the Prime
Minister. Former Vice-President M. Venkaiah

Naidu will launch the book on May 26. Mr.

Chouhan said Apnapan would offer readers an
opportunity to understand Mr. Modi’s
personality, leadership style, sensitivity and work
ethic from a closer and more personal

perspective.

15M. Chouhan pens book on his association with
PM Modi

dtgTer o fea Al & AT 39 [31E W Ted o

Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan

has penned a book, titted Apnapan, on his 35-year-long
association with Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

i FTY #7A Rrarer g e & gare+ aig A & T
379 35 ST o 1T IR HIATIA AHb Jcieh Toredl &

Talking to reporters on Thursday, Mr. Chouhan said

the book was a deeply personal account of his close political
and organisational association with the Prime Minister.

TTEAR T TAHRT H ST P §T AT Tt ¥ gt o T Teeieh

TEITTHA o HIY SeTeh el Aofatticieh IR FISICHS STSTd T

HAd cafFdend faaxor gl
Webinar to discuss
career pathways in
Humanities, Sciences

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The SRM Institute of
Science and Technology
(SRMIST), in association
with The Hindu, will organ-
ise a webinar on “Career
beyond the obvious: un-
locking new pathways in
Humanities and Sciences”,
aimed at broadening per-
spectives on the career
landscape and highlighting
the opportunities emerg-
ing beyond conventional
professional choices.

With industries increas-
ingly valuing interdisciplin-
ary skills, the session will
explore how disciplines in
the humanities and scienc-
es are opening doors to ca-
reers across sectors such as
research, technology, me-
dia, analytics, public poli-
cy, behavioural sciences,
communication, sustaina-
bility, and innovation. It
will offer insights into
emerging trends, industry
expectations, and other
critical aspects.

\ Website : patrioticias.in

@ SRM

FUTURE CAREER

CONVERSATIONS ))

- THE ¥z HINDL

The panel will feature A.
Vinay Kumar, Pro-Vice-
Chancellor (science, Hu-
manities, and manage-
ment), SRMIST; A. Duraisa-
my, Dean, Faculty of
Sciences and Humanities,
SRMIST; Deepa Sethi, Ex-
ecutive Chair of Globe, IIM,
Kozhikode; and Kamal Ka-
ranth, co-founder, Xpheno
Private Ltd. The webinar is
eighth in the Future Career
Conversations series and
will be hosted by Prince
Frederick, Civic Affairs Ed-
itor and Editor, Opportuni-
ties, The Hindu.

Those interested may
scan the QR
code or visit p=ym
https:// E h‘;‘!m
newsth.live/

THSRMHE for
registration. E.-.

e Former Vice-President M. Venkaiah Naidu will
launch the book on May 26.

qd STl TH. THIAT ATIE 58 Ycieh T TaHreeT 26
HAE H S|

e Mr. Chouhan said Apnapan would offer readers
an opportunity to understand Mr. Modi’s personality,

leadership style, sensitivity and work ethic from a closer
and more personal perspective.

Tt algTeT o FgT ok IATIA UTShT T 2 MY & fFdea,
Adqca AT, TacaTelierdr 3R wRIYeT 1 31fRe fAere 3t
ST GISChIUT & HHSTS oAl 3TaE Gt |

15M. Webinar to discuss career pathways in
Humanities, Sciences

AAfeR IR AT A FRIT F ANT wwT=T &
IGLECITGIRS

e The SRM Institute of Science and Technology
(SRMIST), in association with The Hindu, will organise a
webinar on “Career beyond the obvious: unlocking
new pathways in Humanities and Sciences”, aimed at
broadening perspectives on the career landscape and
highlighting the opportunities emerging beyond
conventional professional choices.

THIRTH SEITIE T AEH TS SFArarslt (SRMIST), &
f8q & |gaT & “Career beyond the obvious:

unlocking new pathways in Humanities and
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Sciences” TS 9 Teh ATTAR AT M, ToTHeRT 36827 HRAT TRGIT I oIehY giSeehivr
T TIEAR AT 3N IR URiay fasredt I 3me) 39Ra 3TERT &Y 3R el

With industries increasingly valuing interdisciplinary skills, the session will explore how
disciplines in the humanities and sciences are opening doors to careers across sectors such
as research, technology, media, analytics, public policy, behavioural sciences,
communication, sustainability, and innovation.

3ENIT GIRT TEIATID HIRAeA T Telt FgeT T A & i, J§ T FAT fob AATIRT AR
ﬁﬁﬁﬁwmw gicafarhy, Fifsar, vafafesd, ardstias Aifd, cadaer e,
O, Fad e 3R AaR S &5t 7 RET & A0 aaw @i W@

It will offer insights into emerging trends, industry expectations, and other critical aspects.

Ig SR TS, SN hT IALTIHT 3R 3T Agea ol Tgel3il R ST FeTed har|

The panel will feature A. Vinay Kumar, Pro-Vice-Chancellor (science, Humanities, and
management), SRMIST; A. Duraisamy, Dean, Faculty of Sciences and Humanities, SRMIST;

Deepa Sethi, Executive Chair of Globe, 1IM, Kozhikode; and Kamal Karanth, co-founder,
Xpheno Private Ltd.

U7l H €. e FAR, N-argd-ar8eR (a7, A 3R Jaer=), SRMIST; T. ge$amr, 3,
thehe T 31Tt HISAST US eFATACIST, SRMIST; &t {8, Tastergfed 9k 3 Teild, [IM FHlTSThrs;
3R FHA TG, Gg-GEATIF, Xpheno Private Ltd. & giav|

The webinar is eighth in the Future Career Conversations series and will be hosted by
Prince Frederick, Civic Affairs Editor and Editor, Opportunities, The Hindu.

Ig A9 Future Career Conversations [l &1 3Gl RIshH § 3R S8 Felel fF

e, Fafae 3rthad ufsex vd uf3ex, Opportunities, The Hindu garT fRar e

Those interested may scan the QR code or visit https://newsth.live/ THSRMHE for
registration.

FTOh o9 TSIeh0T & TIT QR IS That T Hehel & T https://newsth.live/THSRMHE WX ST
T gl

GS Paper 1: History 15 May 2026
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15M | Vande Mataram and the challenge to multicultural nationalism

& ATA AR agarE AT Isgarg H gatd

15M | ‘Land promised to us’: far-right Israelis dream of settling in southern Lebanon

‘GAY A1GT Y 75 HfA’: gAIOR AT F T 7w &@ W AfAgiEroradt e
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Vande Mataram and the challenge to
multicultural nationalism

The decision to sing the full version of Vande Mataram at government events has revived debate over the song’s communal undertones and its

compatibility with the secular and multicultural foundations of the Indian state

Venkatanarayanan S.

he official oath-taking
ceremony of C. Joseph Vijay, as
the 13th Chief Minister of Tamil

Nadu, on May 10 saw the
playing of the national song Vande
Mataram at the beginning and end of the
event, before the national anthem and the
Tamil anthem (Tamil Thai Vaazhthu — a
song praising Mother Tamil). Written in
1871, the Tamil anthem has been sung at
all Tamil Nadu government events since
1970, following an order issued by the
then Chief Minister, Mr. Karunanidhi. It is
a secular song that praises the language
and culture of the land without invoking
any specific religion.

In 2018, controversy erupted when the
Kanchi Pontiff, Shri Vijayendra Saraswathi
Swamigal, refused to stand during the
Tamil anthem. A legal case was filed, and
in 2021, Justice G.R. Swaminathan of the
Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court
said that the Tamil Anthem was only a
prayer song and that there was no
executive or statutory order requiring
people to stand. Then, the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) government
under M. K. Stalin declared Tamil Thai
Vaazhthu the State song and mandated
that everyone, except persons with
disabilities, should rise while it is sung. It
has been performed before the national
anthem at all State government events.

Vande Mataram has long been
controversial due to its glorification of
one religion. In February 2026, the
Government of India made it mandatory
to play or sing the full song at all
government events. According to the
order, the song should be rendered
during the arrival and departure of the
Governor at formal State functions. Vande

Mataram was sung at Mr. Vijay’s
oath-taking ceremony in this order. But
why did the opposition parties, including
Congress, oppose singing the full verses of
Vande Mataram at government events?
While the song is celebrated for its literary
excellence and its role as a slogan during
the freedom struggle, the song hasa
strong communal undertone, glorifying
the Hindu religion, which is against the
secular and multicultural values of the
Indian state.

Historical origins

Bankim Chandra Chatterji’s Bengali novel
Anandamath, written in 1882, has the
song Vande Mataram (“Hail to the
Mother”). The novel was translated into
English as Abbey of Bliss by Nares Chandra
Sen-Gupta in 1906. The original novel's
context was the Sannyasi rebellion against
Muslim rule, where the author welcomed
British rule and its positive potential for
transforming India.

During the national independence
movement, the novel was translated again
by Basanta Koomar Roy in 1941. This
version sanitised all its communal aspects
to suit the Indian independence
movement.

In the preface to the 1941 translation,
William J. Jackson, Professor, Department
of Religious Studies at Indiana
University-Purdue University, mentioned
that the original author would not have
approved of various omissions made in
the new translation. The 1941 translation,
which is widely available today, does not
reveal the original context of the novel or
the song Vande Mataram.

In the prefatory note to the original
1906 translation, Abbey of Bliss, Nares
Chandra Sen-Gupta stated that
anti-Muslim sentiment and Hindu

nationalist feelings were significant
aspects of the novel. He wrote: “Two very
sinister consequences are seen to flow
from this conception of a religious basis of
nationality in the present work. The first
is the attempt to rehabilitate the Hindu
Pantheon with new-fangled patriotic gods
and goddesses, and the second is the
morbid dislike of Mussulmans that seems
to be indicated in this work” (pages vii-x).
He further observed that the heroes of the
novel were hostile to Mussulmans, and
this led him to think thrice before placing
the work before a larger public through
translation.

‘The novel not only glorifies the Hindu
religion but also expresses anger that the
caste system is not being protected under
Muslim rulers. One passage states: “In
every country, the bond that binds a
sovereign to his subjects is the protection
that he gives; but our Mussalman king -
how does he protect us? Our religion is
gone; so is our caste, our honour and the
sacredness of our family, even! Our lives
even are now to be sacrificed. Unless we
drive these tipsy long beards away, a
Hindu can no longer hope to save his
religion.”

It is not only the Muslim rulers who are
opposed in the original novel; hatred
against ordinary Muslims is widespread.
In some sections, the villagers are urged
to set fire to the Muslim homes and pillage
them. The novel also mentions the
Sannyasi rebellion as a means to make the
British, the sovereigns of India, who are
friendly and can instill knowledge of
Hinduism. One passage reads: “The true
Hinduism is based on knowledge and not
on action. To revive it, therefore, you
have first to disseminate objective
knowledge. The English are great in
objective sciences, and they are apt

teachers. Therefore, the English shall be
made our sovereign”.

The present debate

During the pre-independence period, the
leaders did not reject Vande Mataram
completely but tried to restrict it to the
first two stanzas, as the other stanzas
glorified religion. Jawaharlal Nehru read
the original English translation, Abbey of
Bliss, to understand the song’s
background and agreed that it would
irritate Muslims. In 1937, a Congress
sub-committee resolved to sing the first
two stanzas, which praised the beauty
and abundance of the motherland. The
other stanzas were excluded from the
singing. During the Constituent Assembly
debates, many Bengali members,
including Syama Prasad Mookerjee,
praised the song, but finally, Jana Gana
Mana was adopted as the national
anthem.

An idea or a text derives its meaning
from the context in which it emerges;
without that context, it becomes a mere
ritual. Nationalism and patriotism are not
mere rituals; they carry emotional and
moral duties towards the political state.
The revival of the song and its imposition
at this period, when accusations against
the ruling regime of its communal
polarisation reeked more ideological than
nationalistic. Indian nationalism can
never be confined to a monocultural
identity, and we need stronger voices
from Opposition parties and civil society
to protect the multi-cultural foundations
of the Indian state.

(Venkatanarayanan S. teaches at the
Department of International Relations,
Political Science and History at Christ
University, Bangalore. The views expressed
are his personal)

15M. Vande Mataram and the challenge to multicultural nationalism

& AT 3R agaiEias wsgarg Fr gatd

e The decision to sing the full version of Vande Mataram at government events has
revived debate over the song’s communal undertones and its compatibility with the
secular and multicultural foundations of the Indian state.

TIH FIAFAT H q ATGHA & 0T FERIOT 1 11 & forar & i & fafge avefes w3ar
T HREAT T Y eraifodet iR agaiepias sruRRAensit & e sEh Forfay H1 A 7w

F gersiifad #< R

e The official oath-taking ceremony of C. Joseph Vijay, as the 13th Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu, on May 10 saw the playing of the national song Vande Mataram at the beginning and
end of the event, before the national anthem and the Tamil anthem (Tamil Thai Vaazhthu —
a song praising Mother Tamil).

10 #g T AFAAATS & 135 HETHAT & &9 & A FRA% fsrar & iR quy 7607 GaARlg J
TS It q& ATAH T FTshal T YB3l 3R FHAA R FTeeT FohaT 1T, 38eh STe ASganeT 3R
e aTTeT (qf3er UT$ ATy — AT AT T Tl el aTelm Ief) JeIeT feham |

e Written in 1871, the Tamil anthem has been sung at all Tamil Nadu government events since
1970, following an order issued by the then Chief Minister, Mr. Karunanidhi.

1871 # ToIE 37T 58 ATH Il T 1970 F ATHAATS TIHR & T Hrishadl & AT SIT T 8, T8
SHTEUT Acchlelel HEAFHAT FHUMATE GIRT SARY IR & STe; 9] g5 2|
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It is a secular song that praises the language and culture of the land without invoking any
specific religion.

e Teh UATRYET 3 § ST ol TaRIY &3 o7 Seoit fohu Toir & o1f& T 111 31k dEpiar
TRIET AT E |

In 2018, controversy erupted when the Kanchi Pontiff, Shri Vijayendra Saraswathi
Swamigal, refused to stand during the Tamil anthem.

2018ﬁwwﬁaﬁmm§maammewsﬁﬁmmﬁmﬁaﬁm
T & GRIT T3 gl H SoIhR Y 1.aT|

A legal case was filed, and in 2021, Justice G.R. Swaminathan of the Madurai Bench of the
Madras High Court said that the Tamil Anthem was only a prayer song and that there was
no executive or statutory order requiring people to stand.

3 ST, Teh Il HIHT GTIR foham 1T, 3R 2021 H A o7 ~rTed S AgY s &
Farft S 3. FATHATST A Tl o AfRe 96T et Teh TrdeTr i § qAT el & WS B &
fore g sriuTferent 3rerar enfores 3mcer =781 g1

Then, the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) government under M. K. Stalin declared
Tamil Thai Vaazhthu the State song and mandated that everyone, except persons with
disabilities, should rise while it is sung.

38 916 UA.F. T o wicjcd dlell &9 FAT HIH (DMK) TR o T UTS Y I To
g e e 31k 98 31faart forar i fecarmer safFaat = oiswt el &t 58 T = &
aiRTeT @s gl

It has been performed before the national anthem at all State government events.
a9 @ 38 TN U TN FrishA! H TSI & I8 Tl foram S g |

Vande Mataram has long been controversial due to its glorification of one religion.
T AT o THT A Teh YA & ATGHATHS o HROT fIaTereye T ¥

In February 2026, the Government of India made it mandatory to play or sing the full song at
all government events.

HEd 2026 F HRT TWHR o T THRY HRIHAT 7 58 3Nl & qUT HEHT T TGt A7 Gl
ifart ax feam)

According to the order, the song should be rendered during the arrival and departure of the
Governor at formal State functions.

3MMERT o AR, AR T HRIHHT F ASTUT & HETHA IR TEUTT & THI 39 I T
FEICHeRIOT foha ST =g |

Vande Mataram was sung at Mr. Vijay’s oath-taking ceremony in this order.

A TS & T TgOT HARTE H 8 S shel & G ATCRHA TEJ T TohaT a1

But why did the opposition parties, including Congress, oppose singing the full verses of
Vande Mataram at government events?

o] 1A afgc favefy gl = TR Hrishal & 9 AT & qoT HERIUT & I T faRTer
Far forar?
While the song is celebrated for its literary excellence and its role as a slogan during the

freedom struggle, the song has a strong communal undertone, glorifying the Hindu religion,
which is against the secular and multicultural values of the Indian state.

eI 58 I T 3T AigTedsh Scpsedr 3R Fac=dl FATH & R AR & & H IHhT AT
& fore wrgT Srar B, 6T ot 569 Uk el |ivierides T HISE ©, St fig ae &1 AfgAmHs e
%WWWQ?WHHNWMQ?WWW%I

Historical origins

AeAE 3t
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Bankim Chandra Chatterji’s Bengali novel Anandamath, written in 1882, has the song
Vande Mataram (“Hail to the Mother”).

fRH T TSI & 1882 # oIl 31T 9TTel 3U=aTH ATAEHS H e ATAH (“HIAT Fl 1H 1)
T anfAer g

The novel was translated into English as Abbey of Bliss by Nares Chandra Sen-Gupta in
1906.

S U T 3SM AT A TF WA-oedT o1 1906 7 Abbey of Bliss a1 & fama|

The original novel’'s context was the Sannyasi rebellion against Muslim rule, where the
author welcomed British rule and its positive potential for transforming India.

Hel SYATE T Hesl HIECH AN & avey Fearet fagle o1, foras oi@es = fafeer amaet 3ik
R T IRafdd e 6T 3T ThRTcHS &THdT T TATITT fohaT 2T

During the national independence movement, the novel was translated again by Basanta
Koomar Roy in 1941.

USET AT JaTele o SR 1941 & SH IYITE T o IHedTe, a6l FHAR I ST fohar
T

This version sanitised all its communal aspects to suit the Indian independence movement.
S TEHROT 3 SR T HTeTelet & 3FeTehel Soflet & T T AT Tgef3it 1 gerar
T

In the preface to the 1941 translation, William J. Jackson, Professor, Department of
Religious Studies at Indiana University-Purdue University, mentioned that the original
author would not have approved of various omissions made in the new translation.

1941 & 3ieTdTe; & JEaTa= & gfEamar gfaafid-usy gfaafid & urfds sreag fasmer &

S AN

e FAferas . AeweT o Soow foham & 7ot e AT 31eTdTe & foh 70 faffiewt o=t
FAHR T8I |

The 1941 translation, which is widely available today, does not reveal the original context of
the novel or the song Vande Mataram.

1941 T g 37eIATe, i TSl SATTh §T A SUASH &, SU=IIH T d¢; AR I & ol Hasl i
Yahe sTel |

In the prefatory note to the original 1906 translation, Abbey of Bliss, Nares Chandra Sen-

Gupta stated that anti-Muslim sentiment and Hindu nationalist feelings were significant
aspects of the novel.

1906 & e 31eIdTe Abbey of Bliss & JEciTdei 3 aXer g AeT-I[CelT ¥ foran foh Fieer-faed
e 3R fig Tsgardl faaR 39 & Fgcaqul uge Ul

He wrote: “Two very sinister consequences are seen to flow from this conception of a
religious basis of nationality in the present work. The first is the attempt to rehabilitate the
Hindu Pantheon with new-fangled patriotic gods and goddesses, and the second is the
morbid dislike of Mussulmans that seems to be indicated in this work” (pages vii—x).

3egiel fordT: ‘TSI & 41faies MR $ 37 ITUROT  gF 3cdd 73R IR 3cue<T g
fewrs & &1 UG, T GehR o Qersteret SAN-Sad3 oh HATETH & Teg SaHs e T YU et
AT, 3R qET, HEATAT & il 3EaE GO, S 58 Ffcl 7 Tove G@ms aefr 2" (55 vi-x)|

He further observed that the heroes of the novel were hostile to Mussulmans, and this led him
to think thrice before placing the work before a larger public through translation.

3glel 33T Ig 3T gl oh 3U=IT & AR HACHTA oh Tfet IATYOT &, 3R S HROT 37¢ 56
il T 3HeTdTe; & HATETH Y TTTh STeTcll o THET TEI A & Tgel s TR faaR e asT|

The novel not only glorifies the Hindu religion but also expresses anger that the caste
system is not being protected under Muslim rulers.

IE 39T o dhaol fg U FT ARGATHST T ¢, Ifodh 38 a1 IR 971 FHIer sIard el § 1o
HIETH AR o 37T T STTEYT Y &I 6T T 511 T Bl
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e One passage states: “In every country, the bond that binds a sovereign to his subjects is the
protection that he gives; but our Mussalman king — how does he protect us? Our religion is
gone; so is our caste, our honour and the sacredness of our family, even! Our lives even are
now to be sacrificed. Unless we drive these tipsy long beards away, a Hindu can no longer
hope to save his religion.”

Teh 32T gl ITAT §: “Tedeh 2T H AT 3R Tl o oIl Fer SHehr &1 978 &I TR 3R grelr
€, Tohed] BHRT FCTHT ATHR — Tg GHARY T&TT Ha AT 82 FHRT & oI5 gY I1AT §; ARY Sy,

EART TFAT 3 gAR IRAR AT IT37dT 8 TATCT 81 375 8! T8I deh Toh AR siraet 91 afciere get
aTel 8| ST TIeh §H o7 ofdll GTGT dTeil 1 w161 BT, e cfeh IS [8q 3TTeT & ol TTel hl TR 6T

X GhdT|”

e |tis not only the Muslim rulers who are opposed in the original novel; hatred against ordinary
Muslims is widespread.

Hel SYITH H Shalol HIEoTH AT T &1 TaIer LT FohdT IAT &, AT HHAATAT b FieT 37
AT GOT T T 775 B

e In some sections, the villagers are urged to set fire to the Muslim homes and pillage them.
TS 3T H ATAOT Y FIEAHA ERT H 31T A 3R 3o¢ oot & T @A AT g |

e The novel also mentions the Sannyasi rebellion as a means to make the British, the
sovereigns of India, who are friendly and can instill knowledge of Hinduism.

33U H AT RAEE o7 3eo@ 3 39 &9 F fhar a1 § for ag efee 31 IR &1 amaes s,
S fReaa § 3R fig &ret 1 AT YeTet &Y Hevcl & |

o One passage reads: “The true Hinduism is based on knowledge and not on action. To revive
it, therefore, you have first to disseminate objective knowledge. The English are great in
objective sciences, and they are apt teachers. Therefore, the English shall be made our
sovereign”.

Teh 31T & gl IAT §: “TedT feig &3 31T OX IR &, o W T | SATAT 3 Jeitaed & foIw
A Ugel TETASS Aled T TAR AT g1aTT| 33T TEJfAss =ttt & #Hglet 8 3R I 3ugeFd
fRY&Teh &1 37cT: {ASHT hY GHRT AR FATAT ST ATTET|”

The present debate

TJAATT 989

e During the pre-independence period, the leaders did not reject Vande Mataram completely
but tried to restrict it to the first two stanzas, as the other stanzas glorified religion.

EIAFT-GE el H AT o F& AT, T qOTaT: IEAIHR g1 T, afeen S dhael FUH ar et
T WTAT @) T 91 2T, FAiTR 37T a9 FHT AfgATHST g |

e Jawaharlal Nehru read the original English translation, Abbey of Bliss, to understand the
song’s background and agreed that it would irritate Muslims.

STATERATe A o I T TsS3{{H I TSI & fAT FeT 314 31e7dTe; Abbey of Bliss Fer 3R
I5 TR T3 for I5 FHEHAE i HTed F TRl 51

e |n 1937, a Congress sub-committee resolved to sing the first two stanzas, which praised the
beauty and abundance of the motherland.

1937 # FI T Teh 3UATAT o shfel Tgel &l T bl It T FoAoT Torm, St AT T Fexer
3R FFERr 9T A

e The other stanzas were excluded from the singing.
31 3R T I A 1R IET T

e During the Constituent Assembly debates, many Bengali members, including Syama
Prasad Mookerjee, praised the song, but finally, Jana Gana Mana was adopted as the
national anthem.
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HTALTET T Y TEHT 3 NIl QATHAT THTE FGSA Aiecl Ieleh SlTell HaEaT of 38 et h T 6,

fohe] 3TcTc: STeT 10T He S ASCITTET oh §G A TR FohaT a1

An idea or a text derives its meaning from the context in which it emerges; without that
context, it becomes a mere ritual.

TRl TR T U1 &1 312 38 Hedl A 3cUeat 8laT & forgel ag T1He 311aT &; 39 Tedf & fearag
hael Teh AT TSI FeTehi Ig STIell Bl

Nationalism and patriotism are not mere rituals; they carry emotional and moral duties
towards the political state.

rsgare 3R SAHTF AT TS AL &; d TSTeAlicreh Ao oh il HaeTTeaen AR aAfcien arfreat
& IgoT A ¢ |

The revival of the song and its imposition at this period, when accusations against the ruling
regime of its communal polarisation reeked more ideological than nationalistic.

N FHIT H 38 I T JABEHUR 3R 3HRT AR T ST, ST9 HA6e A I ATelideh
0T o IRIT RIT ST T &, 31T FeReh Feled g1 & o 13 Tegandy|

Indian nationalism can never be confined to a monocultural identity, and we need stronger
voices from Opposition parties and civil society to protect the multi-cultural foundations of
the Indian state.

HIAT Trogare; Y 3l 8 TehaTs Hieepicieh Tgilel ofeh A 161 [T ST Hebel, R HRAT
maﬁragﬂﬂﬁﬁa?;ﬁaaﬁrrma%ﬁwﬁmwammwaﬁmmm
3TaTSlt T 3TTISHAT B
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‘Land promised to us’: far-right Israelis
dream of settling in southern Lebanon

With fighting between Israel and Hezbollah displacing more than a million Lebanese, a far-right fringe of Israel’s settler movement is turning its gaze

northwards; anybody who follows the Old Testament should know the land of Israel is promised to them from the Nile to the Euphrates, they say

Agence France-Presse
KARNEI SHOMRON

SETTLEMENT

rom her home in an
F Israeli settlement in

the occupied West
Bank, Anna Sloutskin
yearns to expand her coun-
try’s borders and one day
move to southern Leba-
non. And she is not alone.

With fighting between
Israel and Hezbollah dis-
placing more than a mil-
lion Lebanese, a far-right
fringe of Israel’s settler
movement is turning its
gaze northwards.

Uri Tzafon, or “Awake,
North Wind”, comprises
dozens of families, accord-
ing to Ms. Sloutskin, a 37-
year-old research biologist
who says the movement
has seen growing traction
since she co-founded it in
2024.

The group envisages Is-
rael’s northern border ex-
tending to at least the Lita-
ni river, which runs some
30 kilometres (19 miles)
deep into Lebanese territo-
ry, and aims to establish a
permanent Israeli civilian
presence in the area.

“The idea is that most of
the population flees, we
move the border, and we
do not let that population
return, and it remains a
part of the State of Israel by
declaration,” said Ms.
Sloutskin, who formed the
movement in memory of
her brother Israel Sokol, an
Israeli soldier killed in Ga-
za in 2024.

“He dreamed of settling

in Lebanon,” she told AFP
from a hilltop lookout ded-
icated to Sokol near the
settlement of Karnei Shom-
ron in the northern West
Bank.

“He said he wanted to
live in a place that is green
in the summer and white
in the winter.”

The Israeli government
has given no public politi-
cal support to the move-
ment to settle southern
Lebanon.

In the occupied West
Bank, the government has
greenlit a major expansion
of Israeli settlements and
far-right Ministers have
openly called for the terri-
tory’s annexation.

Excluding east Jerusa-
lem, more than 5,00,000
Israelis live in the occupied

West Bank in settlements
that are illegal under inter-
national law, among some
three million Palestinians.

Ms. Sloutskin insisted
that Jewish settlement in
southern Lebanon was key
to Israel’s security and
ending the cycle of conflict
with Iran-backed
Hezbollah.

“What the IDF is doing
right now is the first stage,”
she said, referring to the Is-
raeli military.

“The IDF goes in, con-
quers, and clears. And af-
terwards we must not with-
draw, but settle.”

Following its invasion of
parts of southern Leba-
non, the Israeli military
said forces may have to re-
main in the area without
specifying for how long.

< Iy
Conflicting ways: Israeli settlers gather in the Old City during the Jerusalem Day parade on Thursday.
Every year, they march through the city waving Israeli flags, dancing and at times shouting slogans. AFp

A ceasefire has been in
place since mid-April, and
Israeli and Lebanese nego-
tiators are holding a new

round of talkks in
Washington.
‘Nile to Euphrates’

On a WhatsApp channel
with more than 600 mem-
bers, Uri Tzafon posts in-
vites to online meetings
and maps showing suppos-
edly ancient Jewish settle-
ments in southern
Lebanon.

On Telegram, their
number of followers sits at
over 900.

Contract farmworker,
Ori Plasse, joined the
group in its early days after
being actively involved in
settlements in both the
West Bank and Gaza.

The 5l-year-old, who
emigrated from Manhattan
in the 1990s, told AFP that
he and a group of others
drove into  Lebanon
through an open border
gate a year and a half ago.

The intention, he said,
was to set up a tent, plant
trees and “start something
that would pick up
momentum.”

He was soon escorted
out by Israeli soldiers but
described the experience
as “amazing”.

“You feel like you're
home, you feel it’s your
country,” he said from his
house in Moshav Sde Yaa-
kov in northern Israel.

In February, Uri Tzafon
organised another tree-
planting trip to the border,
publishing photos of chil-
dren smiling alongside Is-
raeli flags and placards
erected next to the wall.

The Israeli military con-
demned the incident in
which it said two civilians
crossed the fence, consti-
tuting a criminal offence
endangering civilians and
troops.

In his garden, Mr. Plasse
enthusiastically opened an
old shipping container
holding supplies to build
settlements - including
mattresses, sleeping bags
and plastic sheets.

Inside, he flicked
through a book with maps
showing Israel’s borders
spanning from parts of
modern-day Egypt to Iraq.

“Anybody who follows
the Old Testament...
should know that the land

of Israel is promised to us
from, basically most peo-
ple say it’s the Nile and to
the Euphrates River,” said
Plasse.

Ahead of elections due
later this year, Mr. Plasse
said Uri Tzafon would try
to get support from politi-
cians, but admitted their
responses had so far been
“vague”.

Mr. Sloutskin, however,
insisted there was backing
from some lawmakers and
even Ministers. “Some say
it openly, some say it under
the table, but there is defi-
nitely support,” she said.

Last month, Uri Tzafon
published a photo of Ms.
Sloutskin meeting with En-
vironmental Protection Mi-
nister Idit Silman, cap-
tioned:  “During  the
meeting with the Minister,
the issue of taking the terri-
tory was raised.”

The dream of settling
Lebanon sits on the ultra-
nationalist margins of Is-
raeli society, but both Ms.
Sloutskin and Mr. Plasse
were certain their views
would become more main-
stream with time.

In his sparsely decorat-
ed home, Mr. Plasse proud-
ly displayed a certificate of
appreciation for Gaza set-
tlement activists, signed by
far-right National Security
Minister Itamar Ben Gvir
and Deputy Speaker of the
Israeli Parliament Limor
Son Har-Melech.

“Ultimately, it has to be
the people who want it,”
Ms. Sloutskin said. “The
people must lead.”

‘Land promised to us’: far-right Israelis dream of settling in southern

With fighting between Israel and Hezbollah displacing more than a million Lebanese, a far-
right fringe of Israel’s settler movement is turning its gaze northwards.

gosd 3R Regeams & €I TS & FROT &8 A § 3t e faefia g 9+ ¢, 3k
SoRTSH o SHIET 3MTaleleT T JTACTaToTdY €8T 39 3T T 3R Ao 13T TET &

Anybody who follows the Old Testament should know the land of Israel is promised to them
from the Nile to the Euphrates, they say.

d ahgd ¢ o St 8 3es TFeTiT T UTelel el &, 3 Tl 81T d1fe foh SoRIsel 1 91fH 375
oAter 7EY & N IHERT Y I dreT T IS Bl

From her home in an Israeli settlement in the occupied West Bank, Anna Sloutskin yearns
to expand her country’s borders and one day move to southern Lebanon.

oot ATel AFT A 7 U SRS Tl H Y TR I, HoaAT TATSECICheT 37T 2T T WHATHT Sl
fIEIR et 3R v e gfault daaret & s@= fir swor Wd

And she is not alone.

3R gg 3rhell A8 ¢
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With fighting between Israel and Hezbollah displacing more than a million Lebanese, a far-
right fringe of Israel’s settler movement is turning its gaze northwards.

$orTsel 3R feoTg el o ST Ferd & HROT &8 A & HUH olaeTloh faenfad g &, 3R
SoRTSH & SHIEC HaleleT &1 HTACTAIOTIY €137 39 3ol AR 3@ T&T &

Uri Tzafon, or “Awake, North Wind”, comprises dozens of families, according to Ms.
Sloutskin, a 37-year-old research biologist who says the movement has seen growing traction
since she co-founded it in 2024.

30 TR, TGt 372 “F1eN, AT HTgar &, F ol IRAR AT &, 0ar 37 iy aiver
Shafaate Gt TASeEhal dedl &, Tolegial 2024 # SHeT Hg-TUTIT I AT 3R 37hT el &
o a9 & 59 3MicteleT Y SedT TALST A W@ ¥

The group envisages Israel’'s northern border extending to at least the Litani river, which
runs some 30 kilometres deep into Lebanese territory, and aims to establish a permanent
Israeli civilian presence in the area.

TE GG FoRISel hT I AIAT bl A A i fAATA 7Y b [aEATR et T hedelm AT g, it
AT 877 3 1913797 30 foheildlex 376X deh dgdl &, 3R dgl TATT SoRTSell AT 3UAf

TS T TEAT B

“The idea is that most of the population flees, we move the border, and we do not let that
population retumn, and it remains a part of the State of Israel by declaration,” said Ms.
Sloutskin, who formed the movement in memory of her brother Israel Sokol, an Israeli soldier
killed in Gaza in 2024.

A Tem3cieant o #hel, “TaaR e § Toh JTRrenier JTETeT 81197 ST, g HIAT 39 9e1 &, 3R 39
TSTEY T aTIH o 371 &, TUT I8 81T TIYUT & ATETH H SoRISA Ao T QT I I8 |” 3gieT
IE ST 3TTel TS SIS WA ! T F TART, ST 2024 H 1M1 7 AR 3T Teh SoR1S
Afas 2

“He dreamed of settling in Lebanon,” she told AFP from a hilltop lookout dedicated to Sokol
near the settlement of Karnei Shomron in the northern West Bank.

3ogiel 3 AEC Aoh H FIeAS MANA SEAT oh ITH HNeblel ! TANIT TgTeT T & AFP & 1T,
“TE oI H SeT BT TYT Q& |7

“He said he wanted to live in a place that is green in the summer and white in the winter.”
“Ioglet gl AT o ag VT STeTg Te=1T dTea & i a1farat aF gdr 3tk aféat & wthe &)1

The Israeli government has given no public political support to the movement to settle
southern Lebanon.

SIRTSl THR o &0t JTaTeT # TT & 5T 3TcIeleT ! IS TTIST eI Aottt ieh T Tt
feargl

In the occupied West Bank, the government has greenlit a major expansion of Israeli
settlements and far-right Ministers have openly called for the territory’s annexation.

Feol dTel AFC doh 7 THR o FoIgen ITecdl & a9 faEar 1 F#eply & & 3R srfagfaromd
AT o ol R 9T 30 &1 o faory 1 #197 A &

Excluding east Jerusalem, more than 5,00,000 Israelis live in the occupied West Bank in
settlements that are illegal under international law, among some three million Palestinians.

Tt FXATH T BISHT, ool dlel TEC sieh H TSN A o1 Tzt & «er 5,00,000 &
e ol 0l SfFAAT A d § Toeg IaRISET Sefel & dgd A AT ST 5

Ms. Sloutskin insisted that Jewish settlement in southern Lebanon was key to Israel's security
and ending the cycle of conflict with Iran-backed Hezbollah.

A T3 Rehet A SR R heT oh STaTON Slsiiel ¥ gl SHTee Sorisel hr FRam i ST
AT fgTgedle & 1Y Ha o wsh T HATCT el I Hofl ¢

“‘What the IDF is doing right now is the first stage,” she said, referring to the Israeli military.

ool FIRTS e Hell T FSIsh el §T e, “Si I 373 IDF I T &, Ig Tgell TR 1"
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“The IDF goes in, conquers, and clears. And afterwards we must not withdraw, but settle.”
“IDF 37eX ST &, ShealT hdl & 3R &7 A1 HTdT &1 3R 3T 91 g3 a9y =T8T geaT IIgy,
gfed 99 ST @nfeel”

Following its invasion of parts of southern Lebanon, the Israeli military said forces may have
to remain in the area without specifying for how long.

cTaroly Seetlel o Ho foedl H GHUS & dle;, SoRTSell Hell o gl oh Toll ! gl eIl IS HehelT &,
gTelifeh fohdel T e Ig TISC 14T fohdT 7T |

A ceasefire has been in place since mid-April, and Israeli and Lebanese negotiators are
holding a new round of talks in Washington.

3T & HEG § JeuTaus A1) 8, 3R SIS el TUT AT dTcleh ATfRITTe & #1$ aTdT Y 1§
gl

‘Nile to Euphrates’
‘et & T T

On a WhatsApp channel with more than 600 members, Uri Tzafon posts invites to online
meetings and maps showing supposedly ancient Jewish settlements in southern Lebanon.

600 ¥ 317 TSTHT aTel Teh FIEHTY AT TR, 3 colThIe JHTeTolISeT St o fa=0T 3R
CRTOT Sreefle 31 AT Freliel Tgal Tecral oh el HIT Ll

On Telegram, their number of followers sits at over 900.

ST W 37 900 F 37 Bielz &1

Contract farmworker, Ori Plasse, joined the group in its early days after being actively
involved in settlements in both the West Bank and Gaza.

Flrgare BAaH I Tl 6 TIg & gmﬂr-ﬁ%#rﬁmﬁﬁgtr, Fifeh I AT s 3R ST
Q¥ett & afterat & Wi v & 3 @ A

The 51-year-old, who emigrated from Manhattan in the 1990s, told AFP that he and a group
of others drove into Lebanon through an open border gate a year and a half ago.

1990 & &2 H HeAgces A dTH Flel dlel 51 I ol of AFP &l T foh 3¢ ATl Ugel a8
3R 3= STt T Teh g Yol WAT R A oleelled 3 YA T I 7|

The intention, he said, was to set up a tent, plant trees and “start something that would pick
up momentum.”

3glel gl foh 3ECRT A SIIEAT, U3 oTIeAT 3R ‘e QAT Y& el AT S A1 Tehg Teh|”

He was soon escorted out by Israeli soldiers but described the experience as “amazing”.

3% 10 1 SoNISel HfoTent oF ATEX ToanTer e, AAfhet 3egiel 5 3TTHT &l “31EHA” |
“You feel like you’re home, you feel it’s your country,” he said from his house in Moshav Sde
Yaakov in northern Israel.

3 SRS F ARG T TR AT 3791 B F 3oglat hgT, “VHT ST &SI 31T 379+ &R &
&, oI Ig ISP U 81"

In February, Uri Tzafon organised another tree-planting trip to the border, publishing photos of
children smiling alongside Israeli flags and placards erected next to the wall.

HEd H, 33 cHAThIeT o WA W Teh 3R FATRIT0T AT I i 31K SR & 918 o9t sorgen
St AT ATEET & A FEHIA STdl T TEIR JeRIRIT i

The Israeli military condemned the incident in which it said two civilians crossed the fence,
constituting a criminal offence endangering civilians and troops.

SISl Hell o 38 TeaAT I faiel T, TSI 38 3R &l AR = 913 IR T, ST AR
3R At A @R F STt aTeT TR ORI &

In his garden, Mr. Plasse enthusiastically opened an old shipping container holding supplies
to build settlements — including mattresses, sleeping bags and plastic sheets.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page14



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

319e o A, A CoIrd A ScaTgYdeh Teh QRIeAT fRIfT sheek el fSiest sfecdan same & foe
AT 1@T AT — FHHH 318, TNTer 897 3R ceriEes efie enfier o

Inside, he flicked through a book with maps showing Israel’s borders spanning from parts of
modern-day Egypt to Irag.

37ET 3oeiet U FohaTel feras Foremat seret &, Toiemal sorrs e o e smufars e & o feedt
A AR 5T ceh thell g5 ferams a1$ off|

“‘Anybody who follows the Old Testament... should know that the land of Israel is promised to
us from, basically most people say it’s the Nile and to the Euphrates River,” said Plasse.

Tl o g, ‘ST IS o 3Hies ST T TTeleT FAT §... 38 TT gleT AR T o Forrger hr 7f A
&, ST TR AT ) &, ofter Y & A TR Y e e 1 T B

Ahead of elections due later this year, Mr. Plasse said Uri Tzafon would try to get support
from politicians, but admitted their responses had so far been “vague”.

S aY a1 H gl aTel YeATd! § Tgol, AT Colrd o &gl foh 3 collhlet AT & FHLGA ot hr
FITRARN I, AfheT 3oaiet TAPR haT foh 319 deh 37 a1 “37ETse” W 8

Mr. Sloutskin, however, insisted there was backing from some lawmakers and even Ministers.
gTeliieh, AT TeM3cieene o S S gl Toh o Fidel R Tgi e o ATIGT 1 o Fadet
e &

“Some say it openly, some say it under the table, but there is definitely support,” she said.
3glel hel, PO AT TH AP Hecl &, TS AT IUET T A Fgel &, olfehed (ol 1Recd &7 & FoAdel
g:ﬁa‘\a- %—lsv

Last month, Uri Tzafon published a photo of Ms. Sloutskin meeting with Environmental

Protection Minister Idit Silman, captioned: “During the meeting with the Minister, the issue
of taking the territory was raised.”

oo #AE, 33 cohieT of A TS Fahet 1 waTavor wwaror 73t 3fa Ryewme & |y Sow &
TR FehTTRIcT Y, Forereh heeret  forer ot “H3fY o WY Seh & aRTel 819 TR dhesil el i Hegl

3o T I T’

The dream of settling Lebanon sits on the ultra-nationalist margins of Israeli society, but both
Ms. Sloutskin and Mr. Plasse were certain their views would become more mainstream with
time.

AT F T T TYAT SoRIgeN HHTST oh HTRTSgalel fhetRi 0X #Hisie &, Aifehat ol
T3 TRt 3R AT cordY 2t hY favard & foh T o |1 3e7eh [aar FEgemT 7 37 S|

In his sparsely decorated home, Mr. Plasse proudly displayed a certificate of appreciation for
Gaza settlement activists, signed by far-right National Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir
and Deputy Speaker Limor Son Har-Melech.

39T TTIROT S TR H, A7 Tl o7 37 I INMSAT ST SBT3 o forw Trar gaTogT fe@mm,
o o srfefaroraedt s gam #t AR Ae Pav 3R 3uTeet Ak |1 gR-AdE &
FEATER U

“Ultimately, it has to be the people who want it,” Ms. Sloutskin said.

AT TSR o gl “Ield: T el 1 ool W R A

“The people must lead.”

“SITt T S¥c]cd =T glaTT|”
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15M | Unseasonal storms, rain leave 111 dead, 72 injured in Uttar Pradesh
SAtas e 3T I F 3ax g & 111 9t Fr #l, 72 g
15M | China’s Pacific ally Solomon Islands to elect new leader
et T FATT FEANN VeAlTeT HTFASH 74T AT AN
Sitoftheearth

Dry seasoning: A worker harvests salt at the Little
Rann of Kutch region in Gujarat, where summer
temperatures routinely cross 45 degrees Celsius.
While India faces heatwaves every year, few
places endure conditions as searing as the
country’s western desert salt pans, where workers
have to survive almost unbearable temperatures

Unseasonal storms, rain leave 111
dead, 72 injured in Uttar Pradesh

Heavy showers and thunderstorms wreak havoc across the State; 179 livestock losses, damage to 227 houses reported; Chief

lightning, and thunder
strikes caused significant
damage across several dis-
tricts over the past 36
hours, State Relief Com-

Minister Adityanath directs district magistrates and other officials to immediately visit victims and release compensation

May!!! Kumar &

tyanath directed district
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0 ple were killed vide assistance to the vic-
across Uttar Pra- tims and release compen-
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and unseasonal heavy rain updates every three hours,
pounded the State, uproot- an official statement said.
ing trees and electric poles Noting that lakhs of peo-
and damaging houses, on ple have been badly affect-
Wednesday and Thursday. ed by the storms, Samajwa-
Large-scale storms, di Party president Akhilesh

Yadav asked the govern-
ment to provide compre-
hensive relief. “The go-
vernment should carry out
relief and rescue work on a

b Eo

Extensive damage: An uprooted tree blocks a road in Prayagraj on Wednesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

missioner Hrishikesh Bhas- war footing, immediate ar-
kar Yashod said on Thurs- rangements should be
day, adding that the have been reported,” the A video of the extreme  when the storm reportedly = made for the best possible
situation is being  Relief Commissioner’s of-  weather event circulatedin  ripped off the structure, free treatment for the in-
monitored. fice said in a statement. social media showed a throwing both the shed jured, food and water

“Reports of 111 deaths
were received from 26 dis-

At least four people
each died in the districts of

man being hurled into the
air in Bareilly district dur-

and the man several feet
into the air before he

should be made available
as soon as possible, the

tricts. 72 persons were in-  Barabanki, Bahraich, Kan-  ing strong winds on Wed-  crashed to the ground with  dead should be cremated
jured, 170 livestock losses  pur Dehat, Basti, Sambhal, nesday. The man was tak-  minor injuries. with respect,” he said in a
and damage to 227 houses  Hardoi, and Unnao. ing shelter under a tin shed Chief Minister Yogi Adi-  poston X.

15M. Unseasonal storms, rain leave 111 dead, 72 injured in Uttar Pradesh

Jatae el 3kt SIRer & 39T ager & 111 &t iy &t T, 72 g=wer

e Heavy showers and thunderstorms wreak havoc across the State; 179 livestock losses,

damage to 227 houses reported; Chief Minister Adityanath directs district magistrates and

other officials to immediately visit victims and release compensation.
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$TRY ST 3R 3TTE-HIT o QR T H TTET FATS; 179 TRIET Y glfed 3R 227 BRT Y Jehdred
hT eI e, FEaeT Afecaary & forer 3Rl 3R 3= it s qid difsdi &
THeTeT 3R A3 ST ket & forder fgu

Over a hundred people were killed across Uttar Pradesh after powerful storms and
unseasonal heavy rain pounded the State, uprooting trees and electric poles and damaging
houses, on Wednesday and Thursday.

FUAR 3R TR T ATFARAT TohTat IR Setas s arier o 3a% w&er 1 wsriad fovar, foea
ﬁgﬁ?%ﬁ%@ﬁmmamaﬁﬁwqgmamﬁ@maﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁaﬁmél

Large-scale storms, lightning, and thunder strikes caused significant damage across several
districts over the past 36 hours, State Relief Commissioner Hrishikesh Bhaskar Yashod
said on Thursday, adding that the situation is being monitored.

mmwmrwmnEﬁwaﬁw%m%dﬁﬁa?wqtm
q&I, m%ﬁmmmﬁmﬁﬁﬁmﬁmwgm%ﬁ?ﬁuﬁ
9T IR T ST W@

“Reports of 111 deaths were received from 26 districts.

“26 forair & 111#ra’fﬁrﬁq’léqm§é%"l

72 persons were injured, 170 livestock losses and damage to 227 houses have been
reported,” the Relief Commissioner’s office said in a statement.

72 T ETS §UE, 170 T[T Y §1fe¥ 3R 227 € Y TohTeT Y FAT fHel &, TeeT 3l
HTATAT o TATeT H HeT|

At least four people each died in the districts of Barabanki, Bahraich, Kanpur Dehat, Basti,
Sambhal, Hardoi, and Unnao.

TRTEHY, TGS, FIAY ST, TEA, HIHA, §YaIS AN oatra ToTell F A & e TR-°UR AN Y
Hd g5l

A video of the extreme weather event circulated in social media showed a man being hurled
into the air in Bareilly district during strong winds on Wednesday.

mmmﬁmwmgcsﬂwﬁmﬂﬁmasmﬁgwaﬁéam}ﬁ$mﬂm
ﬁﬁﬁwwﬁraﬁmﬁmﬁg%@mrml
The man was taking shelter under a tin shed when the storm reportedly ripped off the

structure, throwing both the shed and the man several feet into the air before he crashed to
the ground with minor injuries.

cafad et A5 & w1 SRUT o T6T T, A B o HiA AN R 38 & 1 3@r3 fear 3R s
T ST SNl 1 g HIE gaT H IoTo 12T, Toreeh a1g ag A dlel & A1y STl W AR g3

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath directed district magistrates and other officials to

“‘immediately visit the affected sites and provide assistance to the victims and release
compensation,” and sought updates every three hours, an official statement said.

FEIFE At ey A e RmRET 3R 3w iRt sl ‘gl Fenfad Tyell s gk
e, NS T TERIAT TeTe et AR AT TR " & Tder few oam g3 ot ve & feufa
FT STTASRT AT, ARG AT H gl IAT|

Noting that lakhs of people have been badly affected by the storms, Samajwadi Party
president Akhilesh Yadav asked the government to provide comprehensive relief.

FE g §U foh G oaT It A I e T gV &, WaATorarar qref 3reget qf@rerer Areq
THR F ST9 T YETeT et I AT |

“The government should carry out relief and rescue work on a war footing, immediate
arrangements should be made for the best possible free treatment for the injured, food and
water should be made available as soon as possible, the dead should be cremated with
respect,” he said in a post on X.

3eglel X I Ueh 9T A gl, “BIRR T e TR R Mg AR 219 FRI FIAT TfRT, T F
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China’s Pacific ally
Solomon Islands

to elect new leader
{GS I: Geography: Mapping |

Agence France-Presse
SYDNEY

The Solomon Islands Parliament will elect a new
Prime Minister on Friday, with a reformer seeking
better social services and a government Minister
known for foreign infrastructure deals among the
frontrunners.

The Solomons has been one of Beijing’s closest
partners in the South Pacific since striking a secret
security deal in 2022, and leadership changes in
the strategically located archipelago are closely
watched by Western diplomats.

Fifty lawmakers will vote on Friday morning
for a new leader after Prime Minister Jeremiah Ma-
nele was ousted last week in a no-confidence vote.

One of the lawmakers who voted to remove
him, former Foreign Minister Peter Shanel Agova-
ka, is the caretaker government’s candidate for
the next leader.

The Opposition leader, Solomon Islands Demo-
cratic Party’s Matthew Wale, and former Deputy
Prime Minister Manasseh Maelanga, are also vying
for the job.

University of Hawaii associate professor Joseph
Foukona said Mr. Wale was a reformer. He has pre-
viously pledged to boost education and fix hospi-
tals that often run out of medicine.

Mr. Agovaka, one of the founder’s of the pre-
vious coalition government’s OUR Party, is likely
to continue its policies, Mr. Foukuna told AFP.

Those policies have been dominated by infras-
tructure projects built by China after the Solomon
Islands switched ties from Taiwan to Beijing in
2019.

Former Australian diplomat to the Solomon Is-
lands, James Batley, said both Mr. Wale and Mr.
Agovaka would likely continue to balance ties with
China and Australia, a major aid donor.

15M. China’s Pacific ally Solomon Islands to elect
new leader

ieT &7 g FeAl HelleTsT g5 w am Aar A

e The Solomon Islands Parliament will elect a new Prime
Minister on Friday, with a reformer seeking better social services
and a government Minister known for foreign infrastructure deals
among the frontrunners.

WA IFATH TG YShaR T T THTAHAY T Fofd N, Foremd
SEER WIS FaT3Ht Y HT et AT T GURAY e 3R el
AT FASAT & FAIT ST ST dTel Teh FIHRY HA FHE STAeRT
F oA g

e The Solomons has been one of Beijing’s closest partners
in the South Pacific since striking a secret security deal in 2022,

and leadership changes in the strategically located archipelago are
closely watched by Western diplomats.

2022 # I[ecd Y&T FHSAIAT et & 1e; § HellatoT ediwayg dfswr
F TIH FUET ABERT H § T @ &, 3R 59 WweEifas s
HEcaYUT SIHeg A wlcjcd IR I ARG ToTe ek el Aok
W R

o  Fifty lawmakers will vote on Friday morning for a new

leader after Prime Minister Jeremiah Manele was ousted last
week in a no-confidence vote.

TETAHAT JATHITE FAAel ! TSl ACATg AT & H g
STTel & ST, LHAR YoI§ T TG 7T AdT o feIT FATeTeT |

¢ One of the lawmakers who voted to remove him, former
Foreign Minister Peter Shanel Agovaka, is the caretaker
government’s candidate for the next leader.

3¢ §CTol o U&T A HAaT $ial dlel FFal & & Teh, 4 fager #:1
e AR IAATHT, FIRIAEH THR T 3 39Tl AdT
3FAGEAR B

e The Opposition leader, Solomon Islands Democratic
Party’s Matthew Wale, and former Deputy Prime Minister

Manasseh Maelanga, are also vying for the job.
foreT & i, WieaeT ssolsw ARk Tt & ey arel, 3R I sumUTETHA AARiE Ferm o
39 ug & forw wfaeqet s w El

e University of Hawaii associate professor Joseph Foukona said Mr. Wale was a reformer.
FfAafdel 3 garé & vAITATe NhaT NG BlRIT = e foh AT el Teh GUREATET AcT ¢ |

e He has previously pledged to boost education and fix hospitals that often run out of medicine.

3giel Tgol TRIET ol SeraT ot X 3oT ETcTell hT LR T dTel FohdT AT Toielel e gargat

& el g ST Bl

e Mr. Agovaka, one of the founder’s of the previous coalition government’s OUR Party, is likely
to continue its policies, Mr. Foukuna told AFP.

At 37eMaTHT, ATl TSI AIHR T OUR Party & TEATIH & T Tah §, 3R 4 Blear s AFP
HI FATT foh I THAT: ITHT AfAAT BT ST TG |
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e Those policies have been dominated by infrastructure projects built by China after the
Solomon Islands switched ties from Taiwan to Beijing in 2019.

T AT o) e SaRT ST 7T ITEAAT TRATSTATHAT T Fefcd T8T &, ST FlelldleT 3solsd

2019 H drEar ¥ Y arge difsier & g9y Tanfadg few o

e Former Australian diplomat to the Solomon Islands, James Batley, said both Mr. Wale and
Mr. Agovaka would likely continue to balance ties with China and Australia, a major aid

donor.

el AT 3Mglsd 7 LT & qd UeteTl sk Stow el o gl o A arel 3R 4 3reiarent et
& GetaT: At 3R JHE FerIaT e AT & Ay T ferd et ST I8 |
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Free and fair elections are dependent on atruly independent poll body: SC

Tada 3R fAsTeT AT areda & Taddy AT AT W AR ghA e

15M

HC recalls its earlier order on journalist’s PIO status

1S HIC o THHR AT PIO ATy o 3r9ar qd amreer araw foram

Free and fair elections are dependent
on a truly independent poll body: SC

Top court questions neutrality of Prime Minister-led selection panel for Election Commissioners, highlights absence of even ‘one absolutely neutral

person’; Attorney-General says the court cannot become a ‘second chamber of Parliament’; Bench suggests referring petitions to Constitution Bench

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
I on Thursday
nudged the Union

government to address
concerns over its domi-
nant role in the appoint-
ment of Chief Election
Commissioners and Elec-
tion Commissioners, ob-
serving that free and fair
elections depend on a truly
independent Election
Commission.

The court highlighted
the absence of even “one
absolutely neutral person”
on the Prime Minister-
chaired selection commit-
tee. It questioned the pre-
sence of a Cabinet Minister
on the panel, observing
that such a Minister could
not be expected to defy the
Prime Minister. The court
also asked whether the
presence of the Leader of
the Opposition on the com-
mittee was merely “orna-
mental” as appointments
could be made without a
unanimous vote.

The court was hearinga
batch of petitions challeng-
ing the Chief Election Com-
missioner and other Elec-
tion Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions
of Service, and Term of Of-
fice) Act, 2023.

The petitioners con-
tended that the Act “de-
feated” a Constitution
Bench judgment in the
Anoop Baranwal versus Un-
ion of India case, which
had constituted a selection
panel comprising the
Prime Minister, the Leader
of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, and the Chief
Justice of India. The 2023
Act, passed within months
of the judgment, replaced
the Chief Justice with a Ca-
binet Minister nominated
by the Prime Minister.

‘Judicial restraint’

Describing the Anoop Ba-
ranwal judgment as a “clas-
sic example of judicial res-
traint and statesmanship”,
the court indicated that the
2023 Act handed the pow-
er to the Executive to “call

QQ Judgments of this court
from 1950 are eloquent

on the point that the Executive
cannot call the shots as far as

oS

—

elections are concerned... Free, fair [

elections are an important part of

the Basic Structure
JUSTICE DIPANKAR DATTA

Supreme Court Judge

the shots” in the appoint-
ment of the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) and
Election Commissioners

(ECs).

“Judgments of this court
from 1950 are eloquent on
the point that the Execu-
tive cannot call the shots as
far as elections are con-
cerned... Free fair elec-
tions are an important part
of the Basic Structure. It
can only be accomplished
by having an independent
Election Commission of In-
dia. The Election Commis-
sion can only be indepen-
dent if it has independent
Commissioners,” Justice
Dipankar Datta, heading a
Division Bench, told Attor-

ney-General R. Venkatara-
mani, appearing for the
Union government.

Mr. Venkataramani said
one cannot make a “hugely
hypothetical assumption”
that the Act would result
only in subservient CECs
and ECs unless there was
an actual lapse on the
ground.

“Unless you taste the
pudding, how can you say
the pudding is bad,” Mr.
Venkataramani asked.

Justice Datta replied that
it was not enough for the
Election Commission to be
independent, and that the
poll body should also ap-
pear to be independent.

The judge asked the top

law officer which law he
thought occupied the
“pride of place” imme-
diately after the
Constitution.

“After the Constitution,
which law occupies the
prime place? There are
thousands of legislations,
which one would you place
right next to the Constitu-
tion... I would say, the elec-
tion laws. Would I be
wrong? Without democra-
cy, there is nothing,” Jus-
tice Datta said.

A-G’s argument
Mr. Venkataramani argued
that the Supreme Court
could not become a “se-
cond chamber of Parlia-
ment”. The petitioners, he
said, cannot expect Parlia-
ment to enact laws blindly
in consonance with Su-
preme Court judgments.
“Can somebody come to
the court and say Parlia-
ment disregarded your
judgment when it was
bound entirely to the word
of the court? The court can
declare the law while exa-

mining the legality of a le-
gislation or a state action.
But the court cannot de-
cide what a law should
look like and expect Parlia-
ment to follow suit by
enacting a law faithfully
mirroring the court’s vi-
sion,” the Attorney-Gener-
al submitted.

Mr. Venkataramani said
the court did not declare
any law under Article 141 in
the Anoop Baranwal judg-
ment. It had merely put in
place a stop-gap arrange-
ment for the CEC and EC
appointments until Parlia-
ment enacted a law under
Article 324(2).

Towards the end of the
hearing, the Bench sug-
gested referring the peti-
tions to a Constitution
Bench. The petitioners
strongly opposed the
move, arguing that the
pleas involved a “conven-
tional” challenge to the
2023 Act and not a “sub-
stantial question of law”
warranting reference to a
larger Bench under Article
145(3).

15M. Free and fair elections are dependent on a truly independent poll body:
SC

Tada 3R fAsaer g19 aedd & T Forg AT 91 @i g w1

e Top court questions neutrality of Prime Minister-led selection panel for Election
Commissioners, highlights absence of even “one absolutely neutral person”; Attorney-
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General says the court cannot become a “second chamber of Parliament”; Bench suggests
referring petitions to Constitution Bench.

M 31eTeld o geTeTHal-Aqed arel =7+ WA T fersyatar X garer o0, S Fora 3rgFal
i w8, 3N 7 Ywiferd frar & 3w “ue o quid: frsast cafea 78 §; sretelf sterer
o el foh JTold “HHE T GIRT Tl 8T & Hehcll; NS o ATTAHIAT T HfaeTeT N5 1 Sistel 1
e e

e The Supreme Court on Thursday nudged the Union government to address concerns over
its dominant role in the appointment of Chief Election Commissioners and Election

Commissioners, observing that free and fair elections depend on a truly independent
Election Commission.

FNA FIE 7 TR HI ey THR I FET ToATd HYFA FR TATG IHGFAT T AGTeret 7 3T
I S{ART T olehT IS AT hT HATEITeT el S ohgl IR gl fob T T TAsaet Taara
AREAd 3 TaAT AT AT R AR A §

e The court highlighted the absence of even “one absolutely neutral person” on the Prime
Minister-chaired selection committee.

37ETeTT o WHTTHAT Y ITEETAT aTelt Tt WIATY 7 “Teh oy qoicT: ot sl & rqaiegtar
1 Y@iferd |

e It questioned the presence of a Cabinet Minister on the panel, observing that such a Minister
could not be expected to defy the Prime Minister.

Wﬁmﬁmﬁﬁmwwmym%@ﬁﬁmw
TARIET et T 37T IgT T ST Tehel T

e The court also asked whether the presence of the Leader of the Opposition on the
committee was merely “ornamental” as appointments could be made without a unanimous
vote.

ETCReT oY 27 87 BT s 2 AR ¥ Rt 5 e 1 SufeufRY et ‘SR ¥, i
Prfrerat sy 35 R ofr 1 5 werch £1

e The court was hearing a batch of petitions challenging the Chief Election Commissioner
and other Election Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service, and Term of
Office) Act, 2023.

37eTelc HEY oATd AYFd 3R 37 Teolra g (i, Jar i ard ik Friwre) sftfags,
2023 T Al e aTell TTeIhT37T o HHE R FoAaTs Y Tgr AT

e The petitioners contended that the Act “defeated” a Constitution Bench judgmentin the
Anoop Baranwal versus Union of India case, which had constituted a selection panel
comprising the Prime Minister, the Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, and the
Chief Justice of India.

fremrRai3lt o o &2 o @ sfafas @i dis & 3y avwrare sam oRa w9 A9 &
o &Y “fasusndy” &2 ¢ar &, oaeT g afAfa & weassh, awas & faver & aarn 3 sRa
& HET ~qrATeier v A fohar Iy |

e The 2023 Act, passed within months of the judgment, replaced the Chief Justice with a
Cabinet Minister nominated by the Prime Minister.

0T & $o & FEET aTe aTR 2023 & TAATH o T ~Arrefier v ST97g TerTHA R
AT hfase 7= Fr afAe w1 T

‘Judicial restraint’

TS I

e Describing the Anoop Baranwal judgment as a “classic example of judicial restraint and
statesmanship”, the court indicated that the 2023 Act handed the power to the Executive to
“call the shots” in the appointment of the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) and Election
Commissioners (ECs).
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He[T AT el Y 1A TIA R AT GG RICAT T ScpST IETERVT” TlTct T el
o Fehet feram T 2023 &1 JifATITH FET FaTa 3P (CEC) 3R Foata 3rgdl (ECs)
g ferer & sraforent 1 o1 fi=or Sar &1

o “Judgments of this court from 1950 are eloquent on the point that the Executive cannot call
the shots as far as elections are concerned... Free fair elections are an important part of the
Basic Structure. It can only be accomplished by having an independent Election
Commission of India. The Election Commission can only be independent if it has

independent Commissioners,” Justice Dipankar Datta, heading a Division Bench, told
Attorney-General R. Venkataramani, appearing for the Union government.

“1950 ¥ S 3TTold & 0T TS §T & gl & Toh YeATal & HATHCT H HrIUTTolehl [HGA0T 7T T
Fehcll.... T 3R TSTaT T HeT WIEAT T Hgea ol REH & Tg haol Tacid R faraer
ST 3 FATEAA W & T & oA HAT T3 TGl & Tehell & ST 36 g Tael &,
TSNS Y HETLTT HY I§ ~IT3{fc] TEHTHRT &eIT =1 Sy THR BT I A A2 §T IHETedl STeitel 3.
dHeAN T FaT|

e Mr. Venkataramani said one cannot make a “hugely hypothetical assumption” that the Act

would result only in subservient CECs and ECs unless there was an actual lapse on the
ground.

Tt JheIHUT gl foh TG “HcTTS HTeUlieh TRUT AGT §=1s ST Fehdl foh Tg AT FHdel
37efleTer CEC 31 ECs &I Sied 33T, 51d ofeh fah arecfder T W &g T o &l

e “Unless you taste the pudding, how can you say the pudding is bad,” Mr. Venkataramani
asked.

“STSl cfeh 319 GIS3T oh EalTe; AET TEd, 319 Hhdl e Hehd & foh d6 WS §,” AT dehe Al o IoT|

e Justice Datta replied that it was not enough for the Election Commission to be independent,
and that the poll body should also appear to be independent.

([ &l 1 3o 1T 7o shalel FoI1a AT T T GlaAl TATT LT &, SToeh SHAT TaclT
Tt ofr 3rrareTe B

e The judge asked the top law officer which law he thought occupied the “pride of place”
immediately after the Constitution.

=graTedter o o fafer HfRsh & g foh 3ot 3eTaR VAT & i 1 hiel-AT el Hafed
Aged QT &
o “After the Constitution, which law occupies the prime place? There are thousands of

legislations, which one would you place right next to the Constitution... | would say, the
election laws. Would | be wrong? Without democracy, there is nothing,” Justice Datta said.

“TTAYT & ST Flef-HT FlefeT oo TUTH TWAT &2 §OIRT I &, 3T HTETT & Eeh T, oy
TG, # e, FoATd hefel | FAT H eIl €2 SAehcid o 911 F& w181 §," w2ATI{c] eell ¥ el |

A-G’s argument

el STl F gelleT

e Mr. Venkataramani argued that the Supreme Court could not become a “second chamber of
Parliament”.

A FeheTAON o Tk fea for Guller FIE “Tae T GERT Hewl” e §ef HebelT|
e The petitioners, he said, cannot expect Parliament to enact laws blindly in consonance with
Supreme Court judgments.

3egiel heT foh ATTAhTehcll THe & Tg 3TUET 761 9 Hehdl Toh a6 AT FIE & il h 3TET
37 ¢ Fleh Hielel AT

e “Can somebody come to the court and say Parliament disregarded your judgment when it
was bound entirely to the word of the court? The court can declare the law while examining

the legality of a legislation or a state action. But the court cannot decide what a law should
look like and expect Parliament to follow suit by enacting a law faithfully mirroring the court’s
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vision,” the Attorney-General submitted.

"G IS 3TeTelcl A 3THT g Hehell © Toh TG o1 31T el I Jdgelell I, STafeh a5 T @
37eTeld o el a2 JeTerd Rl Fiofet AT U HNATS T AeraT Y ST HHAT Hlofel
T ETSUTT Y Fehcll 1 eHfeheT 3eTeld Jg T oTel T Fehell foh hlefel hall [GTT AMBT IR TdHe &
3TUETT STt Y Tehcll foh a8 3TeTelcl hT Shodell o 3HeT&T Pielad qdlu,”aﬁ?ﬁmﬁﬁﬁml

e Mr. Venkataramani said the court did not declare any law under Article 141 in the Anoop
Baranwal judgment.

A AeheTAUN 71 e foh IeTeld o HTTBG 141 & T IHeTT aLTaTel hifel H HIS Hiofel TN

et foaram am|

e |t had merely put in place a stop-gap arrangement for the CEC and EC appointments until
Parliament enacted a law under Article 324(2).

38 hael CEC 3R EC &I fagieharaii o fov 3reurel saaen &1 o, St oeh & &g 3reqees
324(2) & G Flelel o ST G|

e Towards the end of the hearing, the Bench suggested referring the petitions to a
Constitution Bench.
HAATS 3 37 3 W oF AT 1 AR Yo 1 dvoret 1 S R

e The petitioners strongly opposed the move, arguing that the pleas involved a “conventional’

challenge to the 2023 Act and not a “substantial question of law” warranting reference to a
larger Bench under Article 145(3).

mﬁﬁﬁmwmﬁwmym%mzom F OATH Y AT
Tl 2l & 3R 58 T IS “Hgea ot faftieh g 7e ¢, oreeh folv 3rereda 145(3) & el

ST UIS I T T3 el 3TaeTh 8|
l(;la(]j,ll;gf?)]ll_fjlet: 15M. HC recalls its earlier order on journalist’s PIO status
on journalist’s 8IS FIE A THPR AT PIO Feufer o 37erm g sméer o fevam
PIO status

T!e Hm!u Bureau

NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Thursday recalled its order
quashing the Centre’s deci-
sion to reject journalist
Siddharth  Varadarajan’s
plea seeking conversion of
his Person of Indian Origin
(PIO) status to Overseas Ci-
tizen of India (OCI).

Justice  Purushaindra
Kumar Kaurav said Mr. Va-
radarajan failed to disclose
the existence of a 2020 Al-
lahabad High Court order
that granted him anticipa-
tory bail in a criminal case
and imposed conditions,
such as surrendering his
passport and restricting
travel abroad without per-
mission from the trial
court concerned.

The court also recalled
its May 13 order asking the
authorities to consider an
application by Mr. Varada-
rajan, a U.S. citizen, for a
“return visa” and allowing
him to travel to Estonia
between May 14 and 19.

e The Delhi High Court on Thursday recalled its order quashing the
Centre’s decision to reject journalist Siddharth Varadarajan’s plea seeking
conversion of his Person of Indian Origin (PIO) status to Overseas Citizen of
India (OCI).
feeeht 818 FIE 21 TR Y THHR RAegeme averere i 9 JHiE $Eaw R
(P10) FEufa & 3ftavdsr A 3T® 2341 (OCI) 7 et 1 T @Re Fa

%F e, & el F TARET I aTel 39T 31T T a9y o forT|

e Justice Purushaindra Kumar Kaurav said Mr. Varadarajan failed to
disclose the existence of a 2020 Allahabad High Court order that granted him
anticipatory bail in a criminal case and imposed conditions, such as
surrendering his passport and restricting travel abroad without permission from
the trial court concerned.

=R Go¥eg FAR HRE o gl o AT aEIretet o 2020 & FAGEIG §T$ PIE
3 3TTCRT ohT GlTAT w161 [T, TS ae 3¢ Teh JTORTTRh HIFS H HTAH STt &7
1S &Y 3R ITAUIE STAT Fled TAUT F T el HIC T IeTAT o =T faeer amm o1
ek ST e TS 915 2|

e The court also recalled its May 13 order asking the authorities to

consider an application by Mr. Varadarajan, a U.S. citizen, for a “return visa”
and allowing him to travel to Estonia between May 14 and 19.

37CTId & 3791 13 A & 39 311 i o argg o form, TS5 31t
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COVID-19 linked to 22.1 million
excess deaths globally from
2020 to 2023: WHO report

Bindu Shajan Pera dan
NEW DELHI

The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) has said the
COVID-19 pandemic ex-
posed vulnerabilities in
global health systems and
was linked to an estimated
22.1 million excess deaths,
including indirect deaths,
between 2020 and 2023.
The estimate, published
in the WHO’s flagship
World Health Statistics re-
port, is more than three
times the number of offi-
cially reported COVID-19
deaths and reflects the
scale of the pandemic’s
global impact. The report
said the pandemic re-
versed a decade of gains in
life expectancy, with recov-
ery remaining incomplete
and uneven across regions.
The report also high-
lighted notable progress in
several areas. New HIV in-
fections fell by 40% bet-
ween 2010 and 2024, while
both tobacco use and alco-

WHO report

2020 ¥ 2023 dF ARFF T W 22.1 fafager sfafea atat & 31 Ccovip-19: wHO

Raré

The report estimates more than
thrice the number of officially
reported COVID-19 deaths.

hol consumption declined
during the period. The
number of people requir-
ing interventions for ne-
glected tropical diseases
dropped by 36% between
2010 and 2024.

Access to services shap-
ing health outcomes also
expanded rapidly between
2015 and 2024. During this
period, 961 million people
gained access to safe drink-
ing water, 1.2 billion to san-
itation, 1.6 billion to basic
hygiene and 1.4 billion to

clean cooking solutions.
The report said the
WHO African Region
achieved faster-than-global
reductions in HIV infec-
tions, down by 70%, and
tuberculosis, down by
28%. It added that the
South-East Asia Region was
on track to meet its 2025

milestone for malaria
reduction.

Challenges remain
However, the report

warned that significant
challenges remain. Malaria
incidence increased by
8.5% since 2015, moving
the world further away
from global targets.

Anaemia affects 30.7%
of women of reproductive
age, with no improvement
recorded over the past
decade.

The report also noted
that violence against wo-
men remains widespread,
with intimate partner vio-
lence affecting one in four
women globally.

The World Health Organization (WHO) has said the COVID-19 pandemic exposed
vulnerabilities in global health systems and was linked to an estimated 22.1 million excess
deaths, including indirect deaths, between 2020 and 2023.

f¥eg TaRE2T s (WHO) o FgT & T COVID-19 AR of afRaess Tareey yonfort $r
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FASNRAT T 3SR fohaT 3R 2020 & 2023 & & 39czeT Hidl Algd AT 22.1 Afeger
sifafRera #lat & 52 @
The estimate, published in the WHO's flagship World Health Statistics report, is more than

three times the number of officially reported COVID-19 deaths and reflects the scale of the
pandemic’s global impact.

WHO &I 937@ ge% gey Tefeiesa Rl & yehifRid I8 31egart feemRes &7 & RalE &1 715
COVID-19 At & Tear & dlieT =11 & 3178 & 3R FETHARY o AReeh T8 oh Tl I ATl B

The report said the pandemic reversed a decade of gains in life expectancy, with recovery
remaining incomplete and uneven across regions.

RAE & gt 1T § T AGTART & SaeT TeamRim & Teh ik Y JaTia oY Soie feam 3R faffeeT ayat
3 QU 3787 o 3eT 3R IR T g3 B

The report also highlighted notable progress in several areas.

RO 7 F3 8191 7 Sea@eirT JaTia 1 87 T@iferd foram aram|

New HIV infections fell by 40% between 2010 and 2024, while both tobacco use and alcohol
consumption declined during the period.

2010 & 2024 & &= 7T HIV HHHATT H 40% T FTRTEE 3778, STafeh 58 3afer 7 daregy 397 iR
QRIS AT ST 7 FHHY gof T TS|

The number of people requiring interventions for neglected tropical diseases dropped by 36%
between 2010 and 2024.

39T8Td ISUTR eI I9TT o ToT EEdaTT ST ITaeTehdT daTel ollalt sl TEAT 2010 I 2024 & &
36% T TS|

Access to services shaping health outcomes also expanded rapidly between 2015 and 2024.
Faree IROTH! T T HIA dTelt FaT3it Foh Tg = 377 2015 H 2024 & ey Ash A 5

During this period, 961 million people gained access to safe drinking water, 1.2 billion to
sanitation, 1.6 billion to basic hygiene and 1.4 billion to clean cooking solutions.

5 JHaftr & SRIeT 961 fATrT= ATt st FRiaT darerer, 1.2 faforreT st Taeodr, 1.6 faferg= &1
AT Faesd 3R 1.4 97T S &1 Faes Wer gehle asma"raaqurml

The report said the WHO African Region achieved faster-than-global reductions in HIV
infections, down by 70%, and tuberculosis, down by 28%.

RO 7 &gT =7 & o WHO 31hYhY 817 o HIV ThHA0T 7 70% 3T aufes & 28% &1 3fRas
3T & O Frae gifae

It added that the South-East Asia Region was on track to meet its 2025 milestone for
malaria reduction.

SH# Ig 3 et a1 Tk SfaroT-qd Tfira & HARET # wefl & 3199 2025 oe T A EITA A T
feem & 3mY 575 T@T B

Challenges remain

However, the report warned that significant challenges remain.
greiifeh, RUIE & AcTaety & & Fgeaqor galfaar el of =i g5 &1

Malaria incidence increased by 8.5% since 2015, moving the world further away from global
targets.

2015 % ST & FAARAT BT G137 31 8.5% H Jafer &5 &, forady gferam dRas wreal & 3R gy
T TS E

Anaemia affects 30.7% of women of reproductive age, with no improvement recorded over
the past decade.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagez 5



TATHAT FoTetat 31T T 30.7% Higel13iT T Fanfaet e ¢ AR TSl gereh & 38 HIS FuR gof

ERRERIEID IR

e The report also noted that violence against women remains widespread, with intimate partner

[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

violence affecting one in four women globally.

Rike 3 7 8t e a1 foh Afgen3it & e f&aT caraen 9 § 501 g5 &, [ dfRas TR =

AR F F U Afger 3iaer areft iEar & yanfaa g 81

Medical education in India needs
to pivot to quality over quantity

The cancellation of NEET UG has once agg;g brought into sharp focus, the many concems and the need for structural changes, in medical education in India; future reforms

Jayanthi Rangarajan

edical education in India
stands at a defining
crossroads.

Over the past decade, the
country has witnessed an unprecedented
expansion in its capacity to train future
doctors. The number of medical colleges
has grown from around 596 in 2021-22 to
over 818 in the academic year 2025-26.
Correspondingly, MBBS seats have
increased from approximately 83,000 to
nearly 1.29 lakh, while postgraduate seats
now approach 85,000 nationwide.

However, this rapid expansion brings
into sharp focus a critical question: are we
ensuring the quality of the doctors being
produced? Are we adapting to ground
realities of student preferences, faculty
shortages, huge establishment costs, and
the redundancy of the regulatory
rigamarole? The cancellation of this year’s
NEET-UG, that has not only left over 22
lakh medical aspirants in the lurch, but
has also triggered calls for a structural
reform, has brought this sharply into
focus.

Changing trends

Recent trends suggest a shifting paradigm.
Reports indicate that thousands of
undergraduate and postgraduate seats
remain vacant, particularly in non-clinical
specialities. This raises concerns about
the alignment between capacity creation
and student preferences, as well as the
perceived value of different medical
career pathways.

There is also a noticeable shift in the
aspirations of younger generations. The
traditional allure of the medical
profession — the symbolic white coat and
stethoscope — is gradually losing some of
its sheen. The long duration of training,
often extending well beyond a decade for
specialisation, combined with increasing
professional pressures, has led many
students to consider alternative career
paths that offer quicker stability and
work-life balance.

Equally important is the evolving
societal perception of doctors. Once
regarded with near-unquestioned trust
and reverence, often seen as ‘demigods’,
doctors are now increasingly viewed as
healthcare providers within a
transactional system. While this reflects
growing awareness and accountability in
healthcare, it has also altered the nature
of the doctor-patient relationship,
potentially contributing to a perceived
decline in the profession’s prestige.

The National Eligibility cum Entrance
Test (NEET) was introduced for the
much-needed standardisation and
transparency with regard to the selection
of medical students. However, in recent
times, it has attracted criticism over the
numerous instances of paper leaks
leading to cancellations and
re-examinations, putting a lot of pressure
on aspirants, and raising questions about
the capability of our system. Despite this,
the test does ensure a baseline level of

excessive reliance on rote learning and enh:

il ” !" (l.”\a‘ ﬁ;
th ‘ \

Put to test: In recent umes the NEET has attracted criticism over the numerous instances of paper leaks leading to cancellations and re-examinations, putting
a lot of pressure on aspirants, and raising questions about the capability of the system. SUDHAKARA JAIN

bilised the

e and has largely
enl.ry process.
It is important to recognise that NEET
must evolve with time. Fulure reforms

faculty shortages but also enrich the
learning experience by exposing students
to highly experienced educators.

could focus on high
cognitive and clinical reasoning skjlls,
reducing excessive reliance on rote
learning and enhancing examination
conduct, reducing stress.

Faculty shortages

A major constraint across medical

institutions, both government and

private, is the shortage of qualified

[aculty Current regulatory norms
faculf

Ithoueh

A and research

Though thoughtfully-designed and
periodically updated, there is a felt need
for practicality i in approach, replacmg a

Curriculum reform: Al and digital
health should be introduced early in the
undergraduate curriculum, beginning at
the induction stage.

Infrastructure development: Teaching
hospitals, including urban and rural

ancing examination conduct, reducing stress

THE GIST

v

Reports indicate that
thousands of undergraduate
and postgraduate seats remain
vacant, particularly in
non-clinical specialities. This
raises concerns about the
alignment between capacity
creation and student
preferences, as well as the
perceived value of different
medical career pathways

v

In an era of digital technology
and Al, in order for an Indian
medical graduate to be
relevant in the global scenario,
all outdated and redundant
infrastructure and teaching as
well as learning and
assessment requirements must
be updated

v

The system must now
transition from a focus on
numbers to a focus on
outcomes. Producing
competent, compassionate,
and future-ready doctors
should remain the central goal.
Achieving this will require
visionary policy-making,
instituti it and

health training centres, must be
with modern diagnostic and digital tools.

checklist c e with outc
assessments. Similarly in an era of djgual
technology and Al in order for an Indian
medical graduate to be relevant in the
global scenario, all outdated and
redundant infrastructure and teaching as
well as learning and assessment

ty-student ratios,
designed to maintain standards, are often
difficult to meet in practice, particularly
in pre-clinical and para-clinical
disciplines.

This challenge stems from:

® Historically low intake in these

specialities

® Limited postgraduate output

® Rapid expansion of medical colleges

and seats

Addressing this issue requires
innovative and flexible approaches:

A national faculty pool: A centralised
pool of qualified faculty drawn from both
public and private sectors can be created
to deliver teaching across institutions,
either physically or through digital
platforms. Standardised,
centrally-monitored teaching modules
can ensure uniform quality while
optimising faculty utilisation.

Professors of practice: Already in
vogue with limited scope, this involves
experienced clinicians and academicians
being formally integrated into teaching
roles, with their contributions recognised
under the Competency-Based Medical
Education (CBME) framework.

Such measures would not only mitigate

must be updated.

“The current state of research,
particularly doctoral (PhD) research in
medical institutions, calls for serious
introspection. Much of the output
remains non-translational, of limited
societal or clinical relevance and
primarily driven by academic promotion
requirements. This has led to a
proliferation of research that adds little
tangible value to healthcare delivery or
scientific advancement.

Strategic reforms

Focus on translational research: Research
must address real-world health challenges
and contribute meaningfully to patient
care and policy.

Early research integration:
Undergraduate education should
incorporate research training by reducing
rote learning, encouraging inquiry-based
learning and making research a
component of assessment.

Technology and the imperative of Al
integration: From diagnostics to
treatment planning, Al is increasingly
becoming an integral part of modern
medical practice. India must proactively
embrace this transformation.

on, not replacement: Al
should be viewed as a tool to enhance —
not replace — clinical judgment. It can
improve efficiency, accuracy, and patient
outcomes.

The way forward

India has successfully addressed the

challenge of capacity building in medical

education. The next phase must focus on:
® Ensuring high-quality teaching and
faculty availability

® Promoting meaningful, impactful

research

® Integrating modern technology into

education and practice

® Restoring trust and professionalism

in healthcare

The transformation of medical
education in India is both an opportunity
and a responsibility. The system must
now transition from a focus on numbers
to a focus on outcomes. Producing
competent, compassionate, and
future-ready doctors should remain the
central goal. Achieving this will require
visionary policy-making, institutional
commitment, and a willingness to
embrace change.

At this critical juncture, the question is
no longer how many doctors India can
produce, but how well it can prepare
them to handle the future health care
requirements of the country.

(Dr. Jayanthi Rangarajan is a senior
physician and medical educationist.
rjayanthi363@gmail.com)

a willingness to embrace
change

15M. Medical education in India needs to pivot to quality over quantity

AR A FrfcaT T T Feam AT 30341 [oTaar A H 37HE gl Y HTIHAT 2
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The cancellation of NEET-UG has once again brought into sharp focus, the many concerns
and the need for structural changes, in medical education in India; future reforms could
focus on assessing higher-order cognitive and clinical reasoning skills, reducing
excessive reliance on rote learning and enhancing examination conduct, reducing stress.

NEET-UG T TecIehoT &I TealT o Teh §R Ge: 3R & Rfeeam R & dafera sme fiamsit aur
m%ﬁ@rm&mﬁw% T W 3R N 1 §; Afasy & GURT &1 g 3%9-
Wmawﬁmﬁaﬁm%a\w,uﬁaﬁqﬁwmﬁaﬁwaﬁw
T AT IOETT FATeeT 1 31T FHTY oAl ToATd T o et R g1 el o

Medical education in India stands at a defining crossroads.

R # RfFear fam v [uias A wwaEd Bl

Over the past decade, the country has witnessed an unprecedented expansion in its capacity
to train future doctors.

ool v gere #, 2T SITas & STael dl TTRATET et &t 3Tl &TACT H AT [OEaR &ar
gl

The number of medical colleges has grown from around 596 in 2021-22 to over 818 in the
academic year 2025-26.

AfSF FroSAT Hr TE&AT 202122 F ST 596 F e AeTf01 a¥ 2025-26 & 818 A i &r
TS

Correspondingly, MBBS seats have increased from approximately 83,000 to nearly 1.29 lakh,
while postgraduate seats now approach 85,000 nationwide.

T g, THEETH Hiet A T&AT 93791 83,000  FaahT S9T87aT 1.29 oI &1 35 &, STafeh
Wzﬁﬁ@rﬁwmmmﬁwssmowqﬁaﬁ%

However, this rapid expansion brings into sharp focus a critical question: are we ensuring the
quality of the doctors being produced?

glellieh, T oy TAEAR Teh AgcaqoT 92&1 &l FUSC §G { HIHA oIl §: AT §H AR T 51 @
STereRt T FroraaT i fderd Y @ 82

Are we adapting to ground realities of student preferences, faculty shortages, huge
establishment costs, and the redundancy of the regulatory rigamarole?

7 & Tt fr rAfASA3, HHT I FAT, HcaF TG oerd, a1 fFards
S SIAT3HT Y TR St STl arecashai3il & IeT&T Tad i &Tel @ 872

The cancellation of this year's NEET-UG, that has not only left over 22 lakh medical aspirants
in the lurch, but has also triggered calls for a structural reform, has brought this sharply into
focus.

58 v T Are-i TA&T 7 Teg g1, fa o shael 22 1@ & 31feres Rifshcar st
3 HSTH H 3T fe &, afces TusAcas GUR I H[9T 1 o o AT 8, = 58 Heg, 1 AR
31frer Eave 1 feam B

Changing trends
qE o TS

Recent trends suggest a shifting paradigm.
giforaT Temet ek aRafda aRged Hr 3R Thd Fa &

Reports indicate that thousands of undergraduate and postgraduate seats remain vacant,
particularly in non-clinical specialities.

et & Fahd fAerar § & goRT TATds Ud TATd ] A1, v d-Aerfaes rawsansit 7,
Red = g5 &l

This raises concerns about the alignment between capacity creation and student preferences,
as well as the perceived value of different medical career pathways.
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g &7HAT fAAToT 3R faganfdat fr grafAsansit & dra aeres, gt fafée Rfdcar sRax
AT & HIAT Aged I b AU 3cTee] HIdT gl

There is also a noticeable shift in the aspirations of younger generations.

gar At &I TehieT3il & il Teh TIC TRecl=T oG 1T &l &

The traditional allure of the medical profession — the symbolic white coat and stethoscope
— is gradually losing some of its sheen.

Rrfrcar 92 &1 IRUNa 3MHYUT — YdiaTcHe The, shie 31T TeATRIT — efT-eR 319 THs
QAT ST ET 2

The long duration of training, often extending well beyond a decade for specialisation,
combined with increasing professional pressures, has led many students to consider
alternative career paths that offer quicker stability and work—life balance.

SfRIETOT kY Sl 37aTe, St TARISAcT 8 ITr: Teh exreh O 811 3feIeh HAY deh TTefcll §, AT Sod
TG GaTdl & HROT Hedeh [aeardff 08 denfeds HRIT AR 9} AR X @ 8 i e
e 3R FRI-ShdeT Fere Jered d &

Equally important is the evolving societal perception of doctors.

STerel o Tl HHATST T Seelcl UROT 8 FATT T § Fgea ol 3|

Once regarded with near-unquestioned trust and reverence, often seen as ‘demigods’,
doctors are now increasingly viewed as healthcare providers within a transactional system.

Ueh HAY I ATGaTE; FIRams AR e & A GIJed” Al Sled dTet STere} Y 37 e gV
Teh olel-GoT TR SHTUT h AT TATELY AT Y&TdT o &9 H S@T ST 6T ¢ |

While this reflects growing awareness and accountability in healthcare, it has also altered the
nature of the doctor—patient relationship, potentially contributing to a perceived decline in the
profession’s prestige.

AT Tg T AT H Focl SATEhell IR STaTaeg) 1 Gefiar &, fohq g8e STere—af darert
1 gl r ot aRafcle b &, forad s 991 o wfcrseT & A FIRrae 1 #71aer 3cqe1 g% 8|

The National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET) was introduced for the much-needed
standardisation and transparency with regard to the selection of medical students.

TS qraaT §g vaer 9iaT (FAie) i RAfercar faganRiat & a3e 7 3magas AT 3k
R TR GIATRET et o Seced & TREH foharm aram 2|

However, in recent times, it has attracted criticism over the numerous instances of paper
leaks leading to cancellations and re-examinations, putting a lot of pressure on aspirants, and
raising questions about the capability of our system.

BTeT & FHI H, TRATH ek I 3feteh T3, FieToh HROT Gt &7 Teg gletm 3R goredramd
3TN AT T3T, o 379JTHAT W 37T ST STl § TUT AR STIEUT Y &THAT I
geaEs @s e gl

Despite this, the test does ensure a baseline level of competence and has largely stabilised
the entry process.

$Hh STdole, TE YT w gl e AT T GlATET HIA & TUT YA FihaAT 1 HIHT g€ feh
B §=T1eT I Thel T B

It is important to recognise that NEET must evolve with time.

g TR AT AGcd YUl ¢ o Ale 1 TF & A1 [ gl maeass g

Future reforms could focus on assessing higher-order cognitive and clinical reasoning
skills, reducing excessive reliance on rote learning and enhancing examination conduct,
reducing stress.

HITST & GURT T She; 3o T HAAICHT T AGIAS T &THAT 31 3HTehola], e W HcATH
IR Y FH T, TUT INET HATeleT 1 37T THTET T deA1d Y o AT &l Tl &1
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Faculty shortages

HHT Y FHY

e A major constraint across medical institutions, both government and private, is the shortage
of qualie ed faculty.

LRI AT Aol St TehR o e Seamat & Ueh waQ aren Ao denry 1 el |

e Current regulatory norms regarding faculty—student ratios, although designed to maintain
standards, are often difficult to meet in practice, particularly in pre-clinical and para-clinical
disciplines.
T feanft seaTa & Ffa adATT AR AEs, oA AR H FA1T W F 355
O fATH fohu aTv €, Foh] cTagR # T4 &9 & oi-feerforener T 3R feberfateher fasal o6 g1
AT U1 HiST I &

e This challenge stems from:
g FeAlcll fola=T HROT & SeTeaT glell ¢

e Historically low intake in these specialities
g+ fawaranstt 7 efagie ¥ & Fa gaor g

e Limited postgraduate output
AT TATIHRR 3cdTeT |

e Rapid expansion of medical colleges and seats
ARFHS FiaT auT Al F g TAEaR|

e Addressing this issue requires innovative and flexible approaches:
S FAEAT & FHTTA §] AGTIRT TS ord el GRREHITT Y TR 51

o Anational faculty pool: A centralised pool of qualified faculty drawn from both public and

private sectors can be created to deliver teaching across institutions, either physically or
through digital platforms.

Teh UG HHIT HE: ATdsiioleh Ud foloil Qlail 8731 & FNIT Hehl ohl Teh shaiehcd THE AR feham
ST Hhell B, ST HEATAT 3 FegaT ¥ § 312rar f3foee #at & Areas & fAeTor veret |

e Standardised, centrally-monitored teaching modules can ensure uniform quality while
optimising faculty utilisation.
AR TUT hepe] [ATRIAT aTel FRIETOT AL, HH o ST Y 3eIHel TAId T, THAATA
T[T GiATREd T Hehdl B

o Professors of practice: Already in vogue with limited scope, this involves experienced
clinicians and academicians being formally integrated into teaching roles, with their

contributions recognised under the Competency-Based Medical Education (CBME)
framework.

YfFew & drhaR: WA R & vge @ vafod a5 saaedn 3egerd) Rifshcaent 3R Riatiaet
ioenfes & & feTor iRt & afFafad wE @ Gaftd 8, foietes derere & wfFadHr-
3renia Rrférear feTT (CBME) afd & 37asTd Aeddr &) ST 8

e Such measures would not only mitigate faculty shortages but also enrich the learning
experience by exposing students to highly experienced educators.

U U o shdol HehIT Y HHAY T T il e el 1 caftre egsid Rt & dush
# SITehY 3eTeh TRABTOT 31e187d 1 8T Fagees STl

Assessments and research
e AR IrTaemT

e Though thoughtfully-designed and periodically updated, there is a felt need for practicality in
approach, replacing a checklist compliance with outcome-based assessments.

eI Sog faIaRYEe TR fohaT 31T § TUT FAI-THY W 3eTclel T ST g, he 8 gisehior
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# SHTIGTRRT BT HITRARAT HEHH T Al &, FoTHH Aehferee MUTRE Hegarerst & AT T
qRoTe- e FeAEweT Sl IR S|
Similarly in an era of digital technology and Al, in order for an Indian medical graduate to be

relevant in the global scenario, all outdated and redundant infrastructure and teaching as well
as learning and assessment requirements must be updated.

g3t g, BBfSree wigafareht sik i geflear (Al) & Zor A, sTRcl Rifehear &ircen!
afRge aRYeT & YR S0 TG & T R Ua 1eAraegen Saekeriicash, fRueior, 3feere
AT FHeATeheT Hath AT AT T 3Tl fhT ST =R T

The current state of research, particularly doctoral (PhD) research in medical institutions,
calls for serious introspection.

FTHUT, TIAY &9 & TAThear Tt 7 Sleerer (s JTaene S g Fuid 78K
STCHFY &Y AT AT B

Much of the output remains non-translational, of limited societal or clinical relevance and
primarily driven by academic promotion requirements.

ORI HTHETT TR HTIIFT Fa€T § Uerel &, FeTehr HATTSe 3reram sterforeh srfavenar
AT & TUT S FEIT: V&I Geleaafd hT AMTLIRAH & IRA B

This has led to a proliferation of research that adds little tangible value to healthcare delivery
or scientie ¢ advancement.

S0 IRUTAFTTT OF 3THETA T I8 §% & St TIELT HaT TGT 3727aT G71foteh Sa1f 3 Tgef
%# BN ArereTe &l

Strategic reforms

ToT I FUR

Focus on translational research: Research must address real-world health challenges and
contribute meaningfully to patient care and policy.

IHIGF HTHYTA TR T :Hal{-i‘éllrl FT IEA A TIELY g?ﬁ%'a”ra:rm?r AT IIgT AT
Qaft eeTer 3R AfafEHTT F e Aerere o wnfRT]

Early research integration: Undergraduate education should incorporate research training
by reducing rote learning, encouraging inquiry-based learning and making research a
component of assessment.

YRS AT ThIHIOT: ToTcieh RIGT & It T Yl ' haf ek, TSTaArar-3menRe 3ifrore
Y AICHTTE T hleh cTUT 3TTHEIT T Hedichel T Teh T Selleh] LTEr FTRAGTOT Y FiEATT famar
KGR

Technology and the imperative of Al integration: From diagnostics to treatment planning,
Al is increasingly becoming an integral part of modern medical practice. India must
proactively embrace this transformation.

sienfarY 3tk Fer geftrerar & vhrawor F1 sfrardar. e & o 3TAR Fiefel e, FhT
FEfAHT (Al) 3T RITRCAT 313a74 T 31TeeT 39T TeTcll ST WX &1 HRT Y 3 TRaclol Y
Tfohd T I 7Y IIRET|

Curriculum reform: Al and digital health should be introduced early in the undergraduate
curriculum, beginning at the induction stage.

Ww:mmﬁmmﬁﬁ,m:g@mwﬁ%ﬁmgm Al 3R
B Tareey #r afFAfea fear ST arfge|

Infrastructure development: Teaching hospitals, including urban and rural health training
centres, must be equipped with modern diagnostic and digital tools.

HTETTAT AT FA8T0T 3rEadrel, fatet ergdy va amedior Fareew gfvetor g enfde §, 1
3meforeh ferercate 3R SfSiee susolt & gatserd fhar ST @rfge|
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e Augmentation, not replacement: Al should be viewed as a tool to enhance — not replace
— clinical judgment. It can improve effciency, accuracy, and patient outcomes.

Hadyd, gfawuTaa gt Al I st 0T &TAT Y Yoo el arel SYRIOT oh &Y H @I STaAT
e, o fo 3@a fawurds & &9 #| I &, TS aur Qaf TROTHT & FUR T Fehell 81

The way forward

A AT G

¢ India has successfully addressed the challenge of capacity building in medical education.
AR o Ffehca fRueT ¥ avra fasor it gl 7 Aherdrgaes FHTeeT fhar gl
e The next phase must focus on:
FTRY TRT T 2T oA g3t 9X H et g =TT
e Ensuring high-quality teaching and faculty availability
IR [OTArelT aTel fARTT TUT HhI T ST FlATET e
e Promoting meaningful, impactful research
A 3R FHIRATE T T AT FHeT|
e Integrating modern technology into education and practice
TR¥8TT 3R cHagR & 3merfoieh TR T ThIHIOT HL=AT|
e Restoring trust and professionalism in healthcare
T [T A fAar AR AT BT Jere U qe1T et
e The transformation of medical education in India is both an opportunity and a responsibility.
R # Rfdear e 1 aads ve 3qax off § 3R v fSreaery ol
e The system must now transition from a focus on numbers to a focus on outcomes.
31 $H STIEUT T GEAT-ahiee gIScehIvT & TRUMH-h G &fSeehIoT Y I ThaAUT HI=AT glaT|
e Producing competent, compassionate, and future-ready doctors should remain the central
goal.

A9, HagaT2leT auT #iasT & fIT IR Siarext T AT & FET 87 &= g1 1T

e Achieving this will require visionary policy-making, institutional commitment, and a willingness
to embrace change.

3H YTed ¥ & faiw gt shfafastor, Feumra gfdeeerar qur aRads @i 319 i st

39T graf|

e At this critical juncture, the question is no longer how many doctors India can produce, but
how well it can prepare them to handle the future health care requirements of the country.

3 Agcaqol A3 W IS T Tg 141 T§ 31T § Foh TR ety STareq R 9 AhelT &, e Tg
o I8 3og &1 T Ha~T T TaE2T AT IMTITSHATIT FHT FTHAT Fl F [T fordal THEY ST &
TRIR 3R ThT ¢ |

GS Paper Il: International Relations 15 May 2026
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15M | India backs two-state solution for Palestine issue, says Jaishankar at BRICS meeting

Reforedier Fee av TR o &)-Trsg FATT FT FAd faram, BRICS o # dler Sraeiaw

15M | Abbas pledges to conduct elections and pursue reforms in Palestinian Authority

3o A FRfaredett Tftrahor & Ferma 3 3R GUR 31T e 1 Gehew for
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India backs two-state solution for Palestine
issue, says Jaishankar at BRICS meeting

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Highlighting India’s tradi-
tional approach to the Is-
rael-Palestinian  conflict,
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar on Thursday
presented the “National
Statement” at the BRICS
ministerial, reiterating In-
dia’s call for a “two-state
solution” to the issue and
calling for an end to “risks
to maritime traffic, and dis-
ruptions to energy infras-
tructure” in the Gulf
region.

Supporting the need for
dialogue and diplomacy to
resolve conflicts in the re-
gion and in North Africa,
Mr. Jaishankar sought
“coordinated diplomatic
efforts” to deal with the sit-
uations in Lebanon, Syria,
Sudan and also in Libya.

The day-long BRICS Fo-

L= ;
Multilateral engagement: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with the Foreign Ministers and Heads of

Delegation of BRICS countries during a meeting in New Delhi on Thursday. pTi

reign Ministers’ meeting
witnessed several speech-
es, including one by Iran’s
Foreign Minister Seyed Ab-
bas Araghchi who said that
Iran will defend its sove-
reignty while “advancing
diplomacy”, adding that
the U.S.Israel attack
against Iran will not have a
“military solution”.

“The wider region also
gives rise to serious con-
cern. The conflict in Gaza
has grave humanitarian
implications. A sustained
ceasefire, humanitarian ac-
cess, and a credible path-
way towards a durable and
peaceful resolution remain
essential,” Mr. Jaishankar
said. “India supports a

two-state solution where
the Palestine issue is con-
cerned.” Mr. Jaishankar re-
ferred to the impact of the
U.S.-Israel war on Iran and
highlighted the risks that
the conflict has posed to
shipping and energy infras-
tructure.

Referring indirectly to
the recent actions by the

U.S. against multiple mem-
bers of the United Nations,
Mr. Jaishankar drew atten-
tion to the “increasing”
tendency towards “unilat-
eral coercive measures and
sanctions”, terming them
“inconsistent with interna-
tional law”.

Earlier, Mr. Jaishankar
welcomed the dignitaries
that included Mr. Araghchi
who made an emphatic
call to resist the U.S. Refer-
ring to U.S. military and
trade practices, Mr. Aragh-
chi said the international
community is facing “va-
riations” of the “same re-
pugnant coercion”.

At the end of the en-
gagements, visiting digni-
taries Mr. Araghchi, Rus-
sian Foreign  Minister
Sergey Lavrov and Brazil’s
Foreign Minister Mauro
Vieira called on Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi.

15M. India backs two-state solution for Palestine issue, says Jaishankar at
BRICS meeting

frforecier a8 T SR & QY-Trsg FATeTeT &1 gader B, BRICS o & aYer Sy

¢ Highlighting India’s traditional approach to the Israel-Palestinian conflict, External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar on Thursday presented the “National Statement” at the BRICS
ministerial, reiterating India’s call for a “two-state solution” to the issue and calling for an end
to “risks to maritime traffic, and disruptions to energy infrastructure” in the Gulf region.

ool - Refareeler Hend o¥ 81X & IRUR gfSeehior il 3@ifehe e U, Rader & var.
SFIAFT =1 EAR I BRICS AREINT F55F 7 TS darcied” JE o, Torae 38 e |
QIS FHATT” T R hT HIT SIS IS 3R WIST &1F F “THGT ATl & SHEH TUT Foit
AERTAT H SYTYUTA” TATC e T IEdTeT HaT 7|

e Supporting the need for dialogue and diplomacy to resolve conflicts in the region and in North
Africa, Mr. Jaishankar sought “coordinated diplomatic efforts” to deal with the situations in
Lebanon, Syria, Sudan and also in Libya.

&1 3R 3ed 3rshrenT # et & FHATTE o foIT Harg 3R eaiifer T 3TaeFehcll ST G Hd
BT, A STIRIeRT =¥ oteetter, HIRET, F30T 3R shfera hr aRfeufort & faves & fow w#Afead
Feaoren S 1 # i )

e The day-long BRICS Foreign Ministers’ meeting witnessed several speeches, including one
by Iran’s Foreign Minister Seyed Abbas Araghchi who said that Iran will defend its

sovereignty while “advancing diplomacy”, adding that the U.S.-Israel attack against Iran will
not have a “military solution”.

W &t =l BRICS ﬁ?&rﬁﬁﬁ#%mﬁa@wy%ﬁ&m#ﬁ?&rﬁﬂwm
3Terelt BT $TOT &Y *NfAer 2T, fSeglel heT foh ST ‘e T 319 sgTed §U” 3=y Hoa{cT
T&TT T 3R ST & [@AE IHARFT-FoIT g FHT IS Vo GATUTA” &1 g9

e “The wider region also gives rise to serious concern. The conflict in Gaza has grave
humanitarian implications. A sustained ceasefire, humanitarian access, and a credible
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pathway towards a durable and peaceful resolution remain essential,” Mr. Jaishankar said.

“ggq &1 ¢ TSR TRIcAT T 0T &1eT TGT & | IMMAT 7 ey o 780N AT ToTe © | T
e TR, Wwﬁmmmwamwﬁﬁemwmaw
a;ﬁgé’%"sﬁammﬁrwl

o “Indla supports a two-state solution where the Palestine issue is concerned.”

“STET cieh RETerEeler G 1 Feler ¥, R SY-TISE FATHT T FHYA AT L 1"

e Mr. Jaishankar referred to the impact of the U.S.-Israel war on Iran and highlighted the risks

that the conflict has posed to shipping and energy infrastructure.

AT ST o §T I IANFT-FIUFA JEY & T T ool fohdm 3R 58 T & STgTor=ir
AT ST ITTETAT IR 3ceoT SNTQAT Y I@ifehd fHa|

¢ Referring indirectly to the recent actions by the U.S. against multiple members of the United
Nations, Mr. Jaishankar drew attention to the “increasing” tendency towards “unilateral
coercive measures and sanctions”, terming them “inconsistent with international law”.

ﬂﬁm%ﬁﬂm%mmmmwmﬁmmgsﬁ

SR o “Tehe W1 STaquT SUTAT 3 FicTaei” hr Fgeit Tl shT 3 &A1 3T foham 3K

3¢ “HAWTSET Hlofel & IHeT&T oAgI” T

e Earlier, Mr. Jaishankar welcomed the dignitaries that included Mr. Araghchi who made an
emphatic call to resist the U.S.

Y Ygdl, A STAAE 7 37 AUTAY Fiaradl T TAREI TohdT, Toleta 4 3Rrerh o enfaer 3,
egiel AT FT faY Xt FT SARGR ATEaT |

¢ Referring to U.S. military and trade practices, Mr. Araghchi said the international
community is facing “variations” of the “same repugnant coercion”.

HART # 3R AR AfAH F7 Seora I §U, A7 3RTerd ¥ gl foh HAASAT T
“341 gioTd gara” & faffieet Ol 1 T & @I 8

e At the end of the engagements, visiting dignitaries Mr. Araghchi, Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov and Brazil’s Foreign Minister Mauro Vieira called on Prime Minister

Narendra Modi.
SRl & 3 H, AT AVHAY Al A IRTer, T & fager 7 @l arada 3R arfter &
fader 7l Y Foremr o wermereialt i A I R

Abbas pledges to conduct elections and pur%ue reforme in Palestinian Authority

ence !mc&l’resse

RAMALLAH

Palestinian President Mah-
moud Abbas on Thursday
pledged to press ahead
with reforms within the
Palestinian Authority, say-
ing he was prepared to
hold long-delayed presi-
dential and parliamentary
elections.

Mr. Abbas’s Fatah party
began a three-day confe-
rence to elect a new cen-
tral committee, its highest
leadership body, for the
first time in 10 years as it
faces existential challenges
in the wake of the Gaza
war. “We renew our full
commitment to continuing
work on all

said in an address to the
congress, though he did
not provide a timeline for
the vote.

“The Palestinian people
are the only people in the
world living under occupa-
tion. Holding our confe-
rence today on our home-
land’s soil confirms our
determination to continue
on the democratic path
and open the way for
youth and women,” the 90-
vear-old said.

Mr. Abbas and the Pales-
tinian Authority are under
mounting pressure from
the United States, the Eu-
ropean Union and Arab
states to implement re-
forms and hold elections,
amid wi d accusa-

the reform measures we
pledged... We are ready to
hold presidential and legis-
lative elections,” Mr. Abbas

tions of corruption, politi-
cal stagnation and the bo-
dy's declining legitimacy
among Palestinians.

Fatah’s central commit-
tee is expected to play a
key role in the post-Abbas
era, with many observers
wondering whether he
might finally step down af-
ter more than two decades
at the helm, despite the
lack of a clear successor.

“Serious challenges’
The conference comes as
the Palestinian national
movement faces some of
its “most serious challeng-
es in our struggle”, Jibril
Rajoub, the current secre-
tary general of the commit-
tee, told AFP ahead of the
congress.

He expressed hope that
the conference, repeatedly
delayed, would contribute
to “ensuring and protect-
ing the establishment of a
Palestinian state on the
world's agenda and pro-

Mahmoud Abbas attends the eighth General Conference of Fatah in
Ramallah in the Israeli-occupied West Bank on Thursday. REUTERS

tecting the Palestine Liber-
ation Organisation (PLO) as
the sole legitimate repre-
sentative of the Palestinian
people”. Fatah has histori-
cally been the main com-
ponent of the PLO, which
includes most Palestinian
factions but excludes Isla-
mist groups Hamas and Is-
lamic Jihad.

In recent decades, Fa-

tah’s popularity and in-
fluence have dwindled
amid internal divisions and
growing public frustration
over the stagnation of the
Israeli-Palestinian  peace
process. The sense of dis-
appointment led to a surge
in support for rival Hamas,
which made huge political
gains in the occupied West
Bank in 2006 elections

that it won handily, before
going on to expel Fatah
from the Gaza Strip almost
entirely after a bout of fac-
tional fighting.

Hani al-Masri, director
of the Palestinian Centre
for Policy Research and
Strategic Studies (Masarat),
told AFP that Fatah now
merely uses the PLO to
provide itself with “a legiti-
macy that is eroding in the
absence of a unified na-
tional project, elecuom
and national

in Ramallah, though sever-
al hundred are also spread
across Gaza, Cairo and Bei-
rut. They are expected to
elect 18 representatives to
the central committee and
80 to the ’s Par-

ment that it is working as a
“united front”, major fi-
gures were ﬂhsem from
Thursday’s  conference,
notably Nasser al-Qudwa, a
key Palestinian leader who
i ing the gatheri

liament, known as the re-
volutionary council.

Fatah is the main party
within the Palestinian
Authority, which has been
touted abroad as a natural
partner in rebuilding and
running the Gaza Strip af-
ter Israel’s ing war

Mr. Rajoub nonetheless
declared that the confe-
rence was a first step to-
wards “putting the Palesti-
nian house in order, to
build a partner for esta-
blishing a [Palestinian]
state”. The conference is
being attended by approxi-
mately 2,580 Fatah mem-
bers, the majority of them

with Hamas there.

But Fatah remains mar-
ginalised in the territory,
and Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has
repeatedly vowed that it,
the PA and Hamas will
have no role in post-war
governance.

Despite repeated decla-
rations from the move-

“This conference is illegiti-
mate, and this leadership
that has usurped power is
illegitimate,” said Mr. Qud-
wa, a nephew of late Pales-
tinian leader Yasser Arafat.
Key figures competing
to replace Mr. Abbas in-
clude Mr. Rajoub and PA
deputy Hussein al-Sheikh.
Meanwhile, the Presi-
dent’s eldest son, Yasser
Abbas, is on the ballot to
join the central committee,
having risen in promi-
nence over recent years af-
ter he was named the Pre-
sident’s special
representative despite lar-
gely residing in Canada.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 3



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

15M. Abbas pledges to conduct elections and pursue reforms in Palestinian
Authority

3rearq F AT FrisTor & gara FIe 3R GUR 31 9e FT qFeq forar

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas on Thursday pledged to press ahead with reforms
within the Palestinian Authority, saying he was prepared to hold long-delayed presidential
and parliamentary elections.

pfarrdis Tsgufa 7Ewg e & TR FI T TIfAHIOT & 3k FURT 1 3117 TeTa
T Tehed fordm 3R gl foh a8 o TAY A elfad Isgafd IR TET FeATd FRTe o forw IR g
Mr. Abbas’s Fatah party began a three-day conference to elect a new central committee, its

highest leadership body, for the first time in 10 years as it faces existential challenges in the
wake of the Gaza war.

A 37eaT T Herg et 7 10 Nt 7 TEe AR el Tl Aded AT 7S FET AT & TG
o fov Aot faeha gedereT & T, STafeh g 1T Jeer & a1 31Tedca daei gt #r

HIHAT T T

“We renew our full commitment to continuing work on implementing all the reform measures
we pledged... We are ready to hold presidential and legislative elections,” Mr. Abbas said in
an address to the congress, though he did not provide a timeline for the vote.

“GH 3oT T GURTHS SUTET hl S el oh 1 bl STRT T & 9= GUT Hehed T SIETC &
TSIeTenT gt dTeT fohaT oT... &1 TSgUicl 3R faeml gaara et & foIw R €, S e o
Tl Y HNA I GV HeT, BeAiTeh Segiod FHceled T HHATIAT AET TS|

“The Palestinian people are the only people in the world living under occupation. Holding our

conference today on our homeland’s soil confirms our determination to continue on the
democratic path and open the way for youth and women,” the 90-year-old said.

“RpToreclie SlreT g & TahaTs ofieT § it sheot & 37efieT 16 @ &1 3177 30wl ANGefay T el
TR FEAA AT AT eliehcliTaeh AT TR 31T St IR Janait o Afgensit & fere arear
Gielet o AR Tehod T TS AT 8, 90 T AclT F e

Mr. Abbas and the Palestinian Authority are under mounting pressure from the United
States, the European Union and Arab states to implement reforms and hold elections, amid
widespread accusations of corruption, political stagnation and the body’s declining legitimacy
among Palestinians.

Y 37eaTe 3R e farcal srftreor o w3 Tow 3R, A | 3R 3R ot 1 gur
] e 3R YA AT o [T GGl gaTd &, Fifeh 3o7 IR HSCTEIR, WsTeilicieh Ggrd 3R
oot & i gedT 3erar & 3RIT 9T R £

Fatah’s central committee is expected to play a key role in the post-Abbas era, with many
observers wondering whether he might finally step down after more than two decades at the
helm, despite the lack of a clear successor.

Tag T FAT WRATT F 3767 & 16 & R 7 FAgcaqur A ey Hr 37901 8, safer 3
qdeTe I8 91T @ & 6 1 a8 oY g2l & 3106 THY 91 Ue ©IS Tohd &, ST ih IS TASE
SERITIHRY 787 &

‘Serious challenges’

s;-l‘-aﬁT a?m’ T

The conference comes as the Palestinian national movement faces some of its “most serious
challenges in our struggle”, Jibril Rajoub, the current secretary general of the committee, told
AFP ahead of the congress.

FAST 0 THY am%mmmmm“waﬁmﬁmw’w
HIHAT X TGT &, WiATK & TAATET Fgrarad foafsrer To[a o FFAeled & Igel AFP &l |
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He expressed hope that the conference, repeatedly delayed, would contribute to “ensuring
and protecting the establishment of a Palestinian state on the world’s agenda and protecting
the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) as the sole legitimate representative of the
Palestinian people”.

3eglel 3TTRIT T I foh TR-R el 31T 58 FFAAA H “GfadT o Tols W hferediel I v
AT FiATRerd 3R GRIET et qur Yereersa faaver siffamgsrere (PLO) I fbferech=i s
& ThATT a8 fafaAfr & 7 7 Wi&a i 7 AererT Herem|

Fatah has historically been the main component of the PLO, which includes most Palestinian
factions but excludes Islamist groups Hamas and Islamic Jihad.

g &9 & Bele, PLO &1 H&T U @1 8, Toras Jiferenier Rhforeciiel ae anfier § afdpet
ST ToTg g 3R oA forgre anfver 76t §|

In recent decades, Fatah’s popularity and influence have dwindled amid internal divisions
and growing public frustration over the stagnation of the Israeli-Palestinian peace process.

ETeT o G2Uhl H ATARS AT 3R SoRTSd-Thforedie enfa ITehaT 7 38T il ot dgdT
AdSTTereh [T & T B Sl o o adr 3R 91 "er gl

The sense of disappointment led to a surge in support for rival Hamas, which made huge
political gains in the occupied West Bank in 2006 elections that it won handily, before going
on to expel Fatah from the Gaza Strip almost entirely after a bout of factional fighting.

FARTRT T S HIGT 5 HROT Tfcieded! g & T H J&f8 g%, FTH=T 2006 & JeATa 3 Pool
aTel AFE e & T TSTaii ik ThelclT g1l 1 3R §1e 3 JET FaY & STe ST I o177

T G Helg bl FTeY Y e

Hani al-Masri, director of the Palestinian Centre for Policy Research and Strategic
Studies (Masarat), told AFP that Fatah now merely uses the PLO to provide itself with “a
legitimacy that is eroding in the absence of a unified national project, elections and national
consensus”.

Fafefags WX i giford) REw U8 TEefore FedieT (FEI) F e gl 3rer-Aad o AFP
Y ST 7o el 319 Shael PLO T 3UT1T “UTH JEIcT” ITed el & AT T @Y & St Tehleped
TSGR IRANSTAT, FeATd IR AT TEHAT & 3877d 7 IR &l W &l

Mr. Rajoub nonetheless declared that the conference was a first step towards “putting the
Palestinian house in order, to build a partner for establishing a [Palestinian] state”.

TORT 81 5 ToTe o ENwoTT bt o I8 TFAelT “ThToredlel saaeT &l HaTfdd it 3R [hferecisi]
TSI T TYMAT & TAIT HISIGR dTR A" I fE2m 7 ggelr FHeA gl

The conference is being attended by approximately 2,580 Fatah members, the majority of
them in Ramallah, though several hundred are also spread across Gaza, Cairo and Beirut.

$H GFAT H CRTHIT 2,580 Bel§ TaET AT o I§ o, fotelal T THeal H ¢, STafh Fg
TEET AT, FIfgr 3R v 3 o Ao €

They are expected to elect 18 representatives to the central committee and 80 to the
movement’s Parliament, known as the revolutionary council.

3 Fgr afafa & fow 18 wfafAfat 3R seies & due, 5 wifasry aikve FHer sarg, &
fere 80 gfafarferat s et w7
Fatah is the main party within the Palestinian Authority, which has been touted abroad as a

natural partner in rebuilding and running the Gaza Strip after Israel’s devastating war with
Hamas there.

Fte, Thfaeciel wiftraor 1 sy arél &, for faeeit & sorTger 3R gy & sy farerehy
JeHT & SE AT 9L & YeATARIT 3R Felvelel # TareATideh HIFER HielT ST7 I6T B
But Fatah remains marginalised in the territory, and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu has repeatedly vowed that it, the PA and Hamas will have no role in post-war
governance.
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mwmﬁmmvwﬁgéé,ﬁ?mwmﬁmmm-mwaﬁ
€ o Jeer & o ATEeT 7 PA 3R §HI 1 1S 33ffehT =7eT et |

o Despite repeated declarations from the movement that it is working as a “united front”, major
figures were absent from Thursday’'s conference, notably Nasser al-Qudwa, a key
Palestinian leader who is boycotting the gathering.

3ol SaRT SR-AR “Taholc A 3 & 37 H1H o1 & aldl & JIa9[E, IR & T § &3
YT AT AR T8, FIAY T & AR 3rer-Feal, St 58 TFAA T SeShR @ &

e “This conference is illegitimate, and this leadership that has usurped power is illegitimate,”
said Mr. Qudwa, a nephew of late Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat.

3RTHTA o $Tcfror AT et = el

o Key figures competing to replace Mr. Abbas include Mr. Rajoub and PA deputy Hussein al-
Sheikh.

AT HSSTH BN STITE ol Y &g 3 JHG AT 7 A T AR PA SUTERT GleT Her-A@ M €

o Meanwhile, the President’s eldest son, Yasser Abbas, is on the ballot to join the central
committee, having risen in prominence over recent years after he was named the President’s
special representative despite largely residing in Canada.

39 ST, ey o 93 §¢ AR HedT HE1 AIATH F A gled o forw Teara HeleT A §,
fSiegiet gTet & ait ¥ Tregufar & faQiy wfafafer Prgera fve St & a1e yor@ar e &, safe &
3TTOFAR THT FeA1sT H W 2

GS Paper 111: Economy 15 May 2026
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a3t & oX Tear gaa
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Yl TeIrreT 3R T4 W gara
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AR & A3 TR H FUR & Fha, R geitfoat anf s aeir g §
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SeeqUIaS I H Fga 8.3% A A Al gam
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AR 6T & 7 Y Tl et & anfArer, vararareR foraTast 3 el et
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THR o 30 ey de Aol faar ax wfderer semm, saRe, §g 1 ge
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Bursting at the seams

The current rise in inflation is not
transient, but systemic

high of 3.48%, is only marginally higher than
its March print of 3.4%, and continues to re-
main deceptively benign. Wholesale inflation has
more than doubled to 8.3% in April from 3.88% in
March — a 42-month high - signalling that sub-
stantial upstream price pressures are still work-
ing their way through the economy. Unsurpris-
ingly, the spike in the Wholesale Price Index
(WPI) has been led by soaring fuel and power
prices, which rose 24.71%, while petroleum and
natural gas prices surged 67.2%. This clearly indi-
cates that the full impact of rising energy costs
has not yet been passed on to end-consumers.
However, such a pass-through now appears im-
minent. Union Petroleum Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri recently indicated that the Centre may
have little choice but to raise retail petrol and die-
sel prices, with public sector oil marketing com-
panies reportedly absorbing “under-recoveries”
of nearly 30,000 crore a month since the U.S.-Is-
raeli war with Iran began. Any increase in retail
fuel prices will have economy-wide implications.
April retail inflation has already been driven
chiefly by food, with the Consumer Food Price In-
dex rising to 4.2% from 3.87% in March. Predicta-
bly, restaurants and accommodation services
witnessed among the sharper increases, reflect-
ing the cascading effect of rising commercial LPG
prices. The price of the widely used 19.2 kg com-
mercial LPG cylinder has risen by roughly ¥850-
1,000 over revisions since the conflict began,
while the 5 kg canister has reportedly seen in-
creases of over ¥200 in several markets. The can-
ister is extensively used by migrant wage labour
across the country, directly feeding into food bas-
ket costs and potentially dampening consump-
tion demand. This comes even as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has appealed to people to refrain
from “extravagant spending on weddings and tra-
vel abroad” and to cut back on buying precious
metals for a year. Consequently, the Centre dou-
bled import duties on gold and silver in an at-
tempt to discourage safe-haven investments and
ease pressure on the rupee, which has depreciat-
ed by nearly 8.5% against the U.S. dollar in the
past two-and-a-half months since the conflict be-
gan. For context, the rupee had depreciated by
roughly 2%-3% annually on average over the pre-
vious five fiscal years. The current slide is there-
fore exceptionally sharp. It is increasingly evident
that retail inflation is bursting at the seams and
will likely find fuller expression in the months
ahead. The sharp divergence between the Con-
sumer Price Index and WPI suggests that produc-
ers are still absorbing a significant share of rising
costs, a situation that is unlikely to remain sus-
tainable. This leaves the Reserve Bank of India
with limited room but to eventually tighten mo-
netary policy in order to keep inflation within its
tolerance band of 2%-6%. What is unfolding is not
merely transient inflation driven by commodity
volatility, but also broader systemic inflationary
pressure, with limited manoeuvring space for
both the government and the central bank.

l ndia’s April retail inflation, at a 13-month

15M.Bursting at the seams

a3t ¥ WX ggar gag

e The currentrise in inflation is not transient, but
systemic.

FTHT 7 Ferehfer 7 g1 W@ gt sreurh g1, afcs yomera B
¢ India’s April retail inflation, at a 13-month high of

3.48%, is only marginally higher than its March print of 3.4%,
and continues to remain deceptively benign.

R Y IS G FEREAITA, St 13 HEIAT oh 3o TX 3.48% W
Y, AT & 3.4% o 3Hiehs  chalol HIFHC &9 & 3118 § 3R 319 o
9THE ¥ ¥ g REs S @ ¥

e Wholesale inflation has more than doubled to 8.3% in
April from 3.88% in March — a 42-month high — signalling that
substantial upstream price pressures are still working their way
through the economy.

A FHETERIfer AT & 3.88% W TG 31l H 8.3% & IS & — ST
42 FEYAT T ITATH T § — 3R Tg Tohdd acll & 1oh AT
TR Hod gaTa 379 8 JATTEAT H J8Td 3Tel 8 & |

e Unsurprisingly, the spike in the Wholesale Price Index
(WPI) has been led by soaring fuel and power prices, which rose
24.71%, while petroleum and natural gas prices surged 67.2%.

T &9 W, Uk Hed i (WPI) H gefer 1 9@ HROT
o 3R fosTelr o Sigelt et T &, 911t 24.71% Hr e g3,
Stafes deiforae 3R s fae e T HiaAd 67.2% e 96 TS|

e This clearly indicates that the full impact of rising energy
costs has not yet been passed on to end-consumers.

g TS T { SATAT & T a1l Fiotl ofeTed 1 QU T 3137 A
Hﬁﬁmﬁﬂwaﬁamaﬁqg’amw%l

e However, such a pass-through now appears imminent.
gTellTeh, 379 4T ST EEATcRoT N By Y T Forrs & T &

e Union Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh Puri recently
indicated that the Centre may have little choice but to raise retail
petrol and diesel prices, with public sector oil marketing
companies reportedly absorbing “under-recoveries” of nearly
30,000 crore a month since the U.S.-Israeli war with Iran
began.
et ueierge w0 gdia fe gt ¥ gl €1 # Tehd fem b oher
TR & I GeT deiel 3R Sstel ﬁ%ﬁmﬁ%aﬁﬁﬁa@
F TaheT g, Fifch ATdoTieieh &1 ST del [GUUTeT Hhufel AN
FIRTSH 3R $T JeU YE A & a1e; I FcT#Tg S9787eT 330,000
IS N “IoT-agel” ToT PG 6|

e Anyincrease in retail fuel prices will have economy-wide
implications.
Ge1 $eT 1A A fhelt o geftr o1 Hot rdfegaedr W s
CEICRCEC

e April retail inflation has already been driven chiefly by

food, with the Consumer Food Price Index rising to 4.2% from
3.87% in March.
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3l BT Ger HEEHIT A& Tied a3t eaRT IRd T 8, fSae susiierdr @ey 74
IS AT & 3.87% W TG 4.2% 8T IAT|

Predictably, restaurants and accommodation services witnessed among the sharper
increases, reflecting the cascading effect of rising commercial LPG prices.

37T o 3TeTRY, TERT R 3mare Fansit 7 i gefer ael a1g, Sit arfvrisas vadish hedt &
[ & hiHe T I G E

The price of the widely used 19.2 kg commercial LPG cylinder has risen by roughly ¥850-
1,000 over revisions since the conflict began, while the 5 kg canister has reportedly seen
increases of over 2200 in several markets.

ST9h ¥9 T 3TN ThT STeF aTel 19.2 fhaiana arfoifoge tadish Reist HI Hraag ga§ g
2o & TG GNT & SR oTeTeT 850-31,000 deh 96 IS §, STt 5 fhelian# et i
PHAT F$ TART 7 2200 I 3170 Fgot H g |

The canister is extensively used by migrant wage labour across the country, directly feeding
into food basket costs and potentially dampening consumption demand.

SH oI T 3TN AN F Jarl Holgll GaRT 419 &9 a1 ST 8, Forad Wie el
Y oIraT AN eI @il & AT STHNIT FIT 7 HAT e Y HHTAT FoTehl B |

This comes even as Prime Minister Narendra Modi has appealed to people to refrain from
“extravagant spending on weddings and travel abroad” and to cut back on buying precious
metals for a year.

Ig U0 GHT H 8 T § SId TUHAHAT aiig Al 7 e I “faarg 3R e amr w 3afes @ @
Wamwﬁﬁwﬂﬁﬁﬁ@ﬂawmﬁm@r%l

Consequently, the Centre doubled import duties on gold and silver in an attempt to
discourage safe-haven investments and ease pressure on the rupee, which has depreciated
by nearly 8.5% against the U.S. dollar in the past two-and-a-half months since the conflict
began.

AROTAFEEY, e, BIHR o GITETd foder feredl sl galcHiRd atat auT 398 W &aTa H Hlat
& 365eT U i 3R =IET IR 3771l Yesh QT e TET, STeffeh HEY & &t & dfle; Ao al$
HEAT 3 3T AR ST o HeblaTel SIS 8.5% T HHSN I T

For context, the rupee had depreciated by roughly 2%-3% annually on average over the
previous five fiscal years.

et o fore, rser aie faeer ot & aRier eaam 3iacisr 9o eTsiT 296-3% e HASIR EHT
a1l

The current slide is therefore exceptionally sharp.

3d: FIATT FIRTaE 3RO &9 & i

It is increasingly evident that retail inflation is bursting at the seams and will likely find fuller
expression in the months ahead.

T 31 3T TS g1l ST T & Foh Ger Hrehifey A & 9 W@ & 3R 311 a1l #EaT & saeht
gaTTa 3R 31 Tave &9 & @S &amm|

The sharp divergence between the Consumer Price Index and WPI suggests that producers
are still absorbing a significant share of rising costs, a situation that is unlikely to remain
sustainable.

SYSIFAT Hed FAHIE IR SeeqdIaNTS o orer ofiey 37X Ig ehel ST & ok Scireeh 378 o sreely
ATl T Teh S3T TG EHT €9 T6el Y T¢ &, Sl GIErehlel 3 TCehlS: oTg! I8 el |

This leaves the Reserve Bank of India with limited room but to eventually tighten monetary
policy in order to keep inflation within its tolerance band of 2%-6%.

50 el 7 st R I o 91 FEREhITeT 1 3791 296-6% & TgaTeliercl 1R # T Wat
g 3ictdl: Ao AT s Ted et & AfARTFT WA fashed o

What is unfolding is not merely transient inflation driven by commodity volatility, but also
broader systemic inflationary pressure, with limited manoeuvring space for both the
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government and the central bank.

S Feuf e &1 8T &, 95 dhaet avg3it i et 3 HTEeRar & Sevest 3rearly Farehif =it

¢, Sfcdh ST JuTTeaTd Harehifcrsh gara #f §, e SR iR Sy d et & fore ahfa-
fvsToT &1 FraTger AT Bl ST

Capital flight and pressure on the rupee

India’s economy is witnessing significant capital outflows and depreciatory pressures on the rupee amid rising oil prices and global uncertainty; coupled with a

widening current account deficit, future interest rate increases abroad could place further stress on India’s external account and underlying vulnerabilities

ECONOMIC NOTES

Rahul Menon

he recent announcement by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
urging individuals to reduce

their consumption of gold and
petrol brought to the fore what many
analysts have warned about: India’s
situation on the external front is far from
rosy. The rupee has witnessed significant
depreciation over the last few weeks,
while the rise in LPG prices has caused
hardships for the working classes and
triggered a reverse migration of workers
back to villages.

Let us focus on the question of capital
flows. The outbreak of hostilities in the
Persian Gulf and the closure of the Strait
of Hormuz have led to an outflow of
foreign capital and a weakening of the
rupee relative to major currencies. These
are to be exp d given the p

holdings of Indian assets. This leads to
depreciation of the rupee as it is
d for dollars. The only way —

uncertainty that has gripped global
markets. What makes the situation doubly
worrying for India is that these outflows
and depreciation have occurred even
though interest rates in the U.S. and the
UK. have not changed. If foreign central
banks do raise interest rates, it might lead
to even more pressure on India’s external
account in the future.

The taper tantrum
Emerging market economies such as
India offer higher returns, but they are
also exposed to currency and inflation
risks. A rise in Indian inflation and/or a
depreciation of the rupee can lower the
net return to a foreign investor on holding
Indian assets. The returns on Indian
assets would have to be higher relative to
those on foreign assets to compensate for
these risks. In simple terms, the decision
to hold Indian assets relative to foreign
ones depends on the difference between
Indian and foreign interest rates.

If Indian interest rates remain fixed, an
increase in foreign interest rates can
prompt foreign investors to reduce their

apart from capital controls — to arrest
such a slide is to raise domestic interest
rates, but that would negatively affect
domestic investment. Monetary policy in
emerging economies is tied to that of the
U.S.; any increase in U.S. interest rates
often forces smaller economies to
consider raising their own rates to defend
their currencies.

Given the ease with which capital can
flow across borders, these outcomes can
occur merely on the expectation that
interest rates will rise, even before any
actual rise. Such an outcome was seen in
2013. With interest rates hitting the zero
lower bound in the wake of the 2008
Great Recession, the U.S. Federal Reserve
announced a possible end to quantitative
easing. The mere expectation of higher
future interest rates caused a massive
withdrawal of capital from emerging
market economies. This was known as the
‘taper tantrum’.

‘What is happening currently is
somewhat similar, with capital flight
occurring even though interest rates have
not actually risen. What is worrying about

GETTY IMAGES

the current scenario is that India’s
depreciation and capital flight have
occurred even though foreign central
banks have not made any definitive signal
that they intend to raise interest rates in
the future.

Uncertainty in monetary policy
Despite turmoil in energy markets,
central banks in developed economies did
not initially raise interest rates. The U.S.
Federal Reserve and the Bank of England
have maintained interest rates at 3.75%
since December 2025. Their initial
forecasts were built on the idea that the
war — and the subsequent oil price
increase — would be temporary, with
prices returning to normal levels. Raising
interest rates in such a scenario would
only prove deflationary.

However, the longer the war continues,
the greater the possibility that oil prices
will remain elevated, thereby increasing
inflationary expectations. Rising wages
and prices, as economic agents fought to
maintain their purchasing power in the
face of rising energy prices, would result
in rising inflation.

As the war drags on, the possibility of
interest rate increases to combat

15M. Capital flight and pressure on the rupee
Yt TelTaet 3R $9A 9 ga1q

¢ India’s economy is witnessing significant capital outflows and depreciatory pressures on

inflationary pressures rises.

The beginning of the war provided
confusing signals to central banks. While
the futures market in the energy sector
anticipated an eventual decline in prices,
interest rate futures assumed heightened
inflation. In dealing with this profound
uncertainty, the central banks of the U.K.
and the U.S. initially maintained interest
rates, providing detailed forecasts
outlining different scenarios. And yet,
foreign capital exited the Indian economy
despite foreign central banks making no
commitment to raising interest rates and
forecasting the rise in energy prices as
being merely temporary.

The rupee had been facing
depreciatory pressures for some time; the
war gave impetus to a process already
occurring. Perhaps one could argue that
foreign capital has priced in the
possibility of future interest rate hikes and
has already acted upon these
expectations. The future rise in interest
rates — if it were to occur — may not have
much of an effect then. But this is to
assume that foreign wealth holders have
completely discounted the initial stance
of Central Banks that inflation was
temporary. This is a dangerous
assumption to make in a situation of such
profound uncertainty.

The Prime Minister’s announcement
diagnoses the problem the economy
currently faces. The current account
deficit is widening owing to rising oil
prices. Coupled with capital flight, it puts
significant pressure on the rupee. But
moral suasion cannot be a policy
response.

The RBI had initially intervened by
imposing restrictions on certain foreign
exchange derivative contracts, and the
government has recently announced the
imposition of import duties on gold. But
this has not resolved the underlying
vulnerabilities. If interest rates were to
rise in the future, these vulnerabilities
would come under further stress. The
economy is not out of the woods yet.
(Rahul Menon is associate professor at O.P.
Jindal Global University)

THE GIST

v

The outbreak of hostilities in
the Persian Gulf and the
closure of the Strait of Hormuz
have created profound
uncertainty in global markets,
leading to capital outflows
from emerging market
economies such as India.

v

Foreign investors may have
already priced in the possibility
of future interest rate increases
abroad, while the war merely
accelerated the depreciatory
pressures that the rupee had
already been facing for some
time.

the rupee amid rising oil prices and global uncertainty; coupled with a widening current

account deficit, future interest rate increases abroad could place further stress on India’s

external account and underlying vulnerabilities.

wﬁymmmﬁmmﬁﬁ?mma:mm@mam
T T AAETH Heh Tt T HHAT Y T &; A & et §T Aol GeT ¥1E & FROT g 7

AT 7 Y aTelr sarer & A I AR & a1eT @I TUT 3T 3dfeAfed FASANAT X 3R
3178 gaTa ST HehdlT &1

e The recent announcement by Prime Minister Narendra Modi urging individuals to reduce
their consumption of gold and petrol brought to the fore what many analysts have warned
about: India’s situation on the external front is far from rosy.

1T &1 # TerrHA g A GaRT et § Aot 3R Ughel Sl @ad & ddel ol Tl of 39 Tidr ot
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3R Y fer, Toreh aR & 3 faeaive ggor ¥ AdTael & W@ §: R v ared 3nf¥es ffufa
fereehel daltsrotete €1 1
e The rupee has witnessed significant depreciation over the last few weeks, while the rise in

LPG prices has caused hardships for the working classes and triggered a reverse migration
of workers back to villages.

o $o Fedel # 30 H Se@ey [TRIGe <l 1S &, STdich Tardisl! S e 7 gefar =
HTPeh T3 & TIT HISASIT Sceat X &1 & TUT HaTGIT o Mal hT 3R GeT: TelriaT T IR fhar
gl

e Let us focus on the question of capital flows.
3BT S Yol FaTE & TeeT TR AT g Y

e The outbreak of hostilities in the Persian Gulf and the closure of the Strait of Hormuz have
led to an outflow of foreign capital and a weakening of the rupee relative to major currencies.

RE H TIE H T A Y3 3R glefeT TosATHET & 5 g1 A [ it b afgalareT gan
& AT TG FAT3 HY Tolol H FTY B U FAAR g5 ¢

e These are to be expected given the profound uncertainty that has gripped global markets.
dfReeh STOTRT # Sared Mg HfATRTAAT 1 G gu Ay TRRFUTTIT 3rafera off|

¢ What makes the situation doubly worrying for India is that these outflows and depreciation
have occurred even though interest rates in the U.S. and the U.K. have not changed.

R o Forw [eufar a1 3R 31fereh RidTsTeTeh qaret arell a1 Ig & o & it afeearer 3 agar
T 3H TAA §U & S AR 3R et 71 52t o # 15 IR 71T g3 &l

o |[f foreign central banks do raise interest rates, it might lead to even more pressure on India’s
external account in the future.

Tfe faceh s I #fasy & s el Fa1d &, dl 389 HRd & J1ed Tld I 3R 3 garg a3
ThdT Rl

The taper tantrum

T dew

o Emerging market economies such as India offer higher returns, but they are also exposed to
currency and inflation risks.

R SIET SRl 3reqae Uy 31fereh Gicither Fetel el &, foh] I Har 3R Ferehifer deefr
@At & 9 o Facadle g 21

e Arrise in Indian inflation and/or a depreciation of the rupee can lower the net return to a
foreign investor on holding Indian assets.

HRC HETEHITT H Fefer 31T T & fasedel A HRA TR 9T fagelt feraerent
foere arer ety wfdither e &1 ThclT 8|

e The returns on Indian assets would have to be higher relative to those on foreign assets to
compensate for these risks.

ol SNT@EAT & aurs & forw sy aREufert ox gfawer facel aRdufaat i goer & s
BIAT 37T g1 |

e |In simple terms, the decision to hold Indian assets relative to foreign ones depends on the
difference between Indian and foreign interest rates.

T sl H, R aRETTE i fael aReafat S Jerer 7 W= #1 Aot R 3k
el saret a3 & IR W AR Far gl

e [f Indian interest rates remain fixed, an increase in foreign interest rates can prompt foreign
investors to reduce their holdings of Indian assets.

IfE HRCAT =TT & FEuR Bl §, A facel sarer &3t # gefer faceh faerment s s
AT 7 37l FERERY F FXe & o 9Rd #¢ Tl §
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This leads to depreciation of the rupee as it is exchanged for dollars.
S T T HIHETA BT § F11eh 3¢ 1o 7 TRATA T ST B

The only way — apart from capital controls — to arrest such a slide is to raise domestic
interest rates, but that would negatively affect domestic investment.

gl foraott & 3rfaferd, T FARTae &l qehet &7 ThAT SUTRT ERe] SATeT &3l H g[8 e 3,
fohe] SHE B der o) Tfcieper FemTa 93|

Monetary policy in emerging economies is tied to that of the U.S.; any increase in U.S.
interest rates often forces smaller economies to consider raising their own rates to defend
their currencies.

3 Jrdcaaensit i #ifdw Afer e S A T S gt & 3T sarer o 7 gef
ST DIET GTTEATI T 31T HET37 Y T&T & 39e1 ¥ ToTa R qaR otet o fow fager ¢
ST gl

Given the ease with which capital can flow across borders, these outcomes can occur merely
on the expectation that interest rates will rise, even before any actual rise.

@hmaﬁé?wdgﬁé?mmﬁa@ﬁgm hdol 3T 3UeT & o <aTeT &Y §¢ Fohal g, 0
TROTTA AN 3T Fh &, 37eT &1 aECiash gefer el o & &l
Such an outcome was seen in 2013.

VY TS 9§ 2013 # off 2 1S oY

With interest rates hitting the zero lower bound in the wake of the 2008 Great Recession, the
U.S. Federal Reserve announced a possible end to quantitative easing.

2008 Y FGIT HAY o ST SATST &3 Y fola=T FAT Feh Tgolel I, HARHY Heter Reord F ATcHS
ST Y HATC et hl HHTIT T BT T 7|

The mere expectation of higher future interest rates caused a massive withdrawal of capital
from emerging market economies.

AT A ST &I H T8 T shelel THTGAT o 81 S IrTegae T3t & o3 YA W Yoi fehrdr
I ST fea|

This was known as the ‘taper tantrum’.

38 A o wvgr o

What is happening currently is somewhat similar, with capital flight occurring even though
interest rates have not actually risen.

TIHATS & 1Y Y T6T 8, 8 TS §S cfoh SUT Yeh 1 8, STE1 SATST et A arecTideh gefe of gl &
qTISTE Yot T & TaT &
What is worrying about the current scenario is that India’s depreciation and capital flight have

occurred even though foreign central banks have not made any definitive signal that they
intend to raise interest rates in the future.

oA IR AT T Fe Riarass a1d g ¢ & fageh iy St ganrr #fasa 7 sarer gt Jgret
1 1 TYST Hehel 1 Sl o STaolG SR & HeT Jaeode iR Yol Teleel eet e &

Uncertainty in monetary policy

Afge Aifa & srfARadar

Despite turmoil in energy markets, central banks in developed economies did not initially
raise interest rates.

Flt ATSTRY A 3YS-UA & STao]e, Ao TcTaUT3i o el denl o TReT 7 <1l &7 &
ECEERE

The U.S. Federal Reserve and the Bank of England have maintained interest rates at
3.75% since December 2025.

FHARF BeteT Rerd 3R A 3w gools o fGHaR 2025 ¥ <77 &7 HT 3.75% IR TATC I@T &
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Their initial forecasts were built on the idea that the war — and the subsequent oil price
increase — would be temporary, with prices returning to normal levels.

3oTeh TRA 3eTATT 8 YR R IR & foF Ieer — 3R 3805 TROTHATTET Jel At 7 g5
[ — YT Goft AT AT IoT: AIAT TR W efie e

Raising interest rates in such a scenario would only prove deflationary.

T aRTEAT & STt a3 H gt shael raEhiiderT e gl

However, the longer the war continues, the greater the possibility that oil prices will remain
elevated, thereby increasing inflationary expectations.

Tehec] TTeTetT 31101k Jeer ofaT i3, Sciait &1 37TeIeh HeTaT g1alT foh el shr hrael Svell &l T,
@ Ferehifas et adah|

Rising wages and prices, as economic agents fought to maintain their purchasing power in
the face of rising energy prices, would result in rising inflation.

ST HIHAT 7 g & orer 379el s AfFrd FoATT [ & forw 3nfes gersal ganT dde 3R
R 3 Fefer Y AT 37cfcl: FERhITeY 3 Jefer T HROT T30

As the war drags on, the possibility of interest rate increases to combat inflationary pressures
rises.

STA-STE Fer ofaT fRwrdT SITeaT, HeeRifde gaTal & foues 8 sarel a3l & Jefe S Teira=1 ot
CESISINE

The beginning of the war provided confusing signals to central banks.

ey T &3Tl o HEI sehl T $FAT el dTel Hehel Felel fh|

While the futures market in the energy sector anticipated an eventual decline in prices,
interest rate futures assumed heightened inflation.

T8I FolT 819 & aTIel S1oiR of 7Sy & Fdr J FRrae Hr T cgerd 61, IaT sATeT &3 arIer
ISR o 3T HEREHITT Y TR TS|

In dealing with this profound uncertainty, the central banks of the U.K. and the U.S. initially
maintained interest rates, providing detailed forecasts outlining different scenarios.

3 Y ATATTTdTT § fauea & T faesr 3R AR & FET St F TR & sg1eT &3 R
@t g JAfde ganfaa aREufaat &1 Tose axa §U|'E|+qd ‘-j\dclold-llo-l gEdd Ul

And yet, foreign capital exited the Indian economy despite foreign central banks making no
commitment to raising interest rates and forecasting the rise in energy prices as being merely
temporary.

T oY, TaaRl St donT @R saTeT & Tgiel T hig FTdaeear o STale AR Sl Shredl # gefer
Y Shael IEUT TTe & STIoTE A Ioi TR 3rdfcaaean & a1eR fawhe S|

The rupee had been facing depreciatory pressures for some time; the war gave impetus to a
process already occurring.

TN HS TAY Y eIl & Go1d I TTHAT Y TGT AT, e o Teol & Tel TET 37 Fishar 1 3R
a1l yereT & &Y

Perhaps one could argue that foreign capital has priced in the possibility of future interest rate
hikes and has already acted upon these expectations.

HIAT: Ig oeh [T ST FeohelT & o Tarcel It ¥ evfarsay # sayrer &3 & gefer &y Favraa 1 gge &
&7l 7 7 foram g 3R 38 o 3180 i oy 2 foram gl

The future rise in interest rates — if it were to occur — may not have much of an effect then.
Ife AT 7 <ATST & 7 g & gicht oY &, AT 3HehT JaTTa HevareT: ag?rmaﬁtﬂ?m

But this is to assume that foreign wealth holders have completely discounted the initial stance
of Central Banks that inflation was temporary.

Tehec] TE AT oflT gaT foh TRl Fufer URent o shrr dent & 38 IR gfScehtor o1 g8 e
3TEARR Y fear &, Forae HerehIfey sl 3EUriT S I 27|
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e This is a dangerous assumption to make in a situation of such profound uncertainty.
et Y AT it FEAfar 7 Tar AT o 37 @AY B

e The Prime Minister’s announcement diagnoses the problem the economy currently faces.
TETAHAT T BTVUT TIATT & 37ITIEAT & TH 3UTETT THEIT T IgaTeT aial &

e The current account deficit is widening owing to rising oil prices.
el T TGl SIHAT 3 HROT TTe] Tt T ©IET G 8T &

e Coupled with capital flight, it puts significant pressure on the rupee.
Gl TelideT o A1y Ao I8 39 TR 3T &aTd STl & |

e But moral suasion cannot be a policy response.
fohee] Sharer aifcren 3diver foheft AITa- 3Ry FaTeneT 1 faehed =€l g1 Fehcll|

e The RBI had initially intervened by imposing restrictions on certain foreign exchange

derivative contracts, and the government has recently announced the imposition of import
duties on gold.

R Rerd A (RBI) 71 IR & Fo faeel Her sRafed srgeeit ot wfdes oremens g&aard foham
T, 3R IR o gTel &1 A Tled T AT ook oMt T BT T &

e But this has not resolved the underlying vulnerabilities.

o] STV T PHANIRET T HATETT T T &

e [f interest rates were to rise in the future, these vulnerabilities would come under further

stress.

e i & <arst a1 # gefe gich §, A A AT R 318k eara & 31 v
e The economy is not out of the woods yet.

3rereaEdT 3¢ o e | T e e Ael oAb 51

India’s labour market shows
gains, but challenges persist

PLFS 2025 points to improving employment trends alongside structural gaps in skills and participation

Phalasha Nagpal

very year, about 7-10 million

young Indians enter the labour

market. They are better

educated than any generation
before them — the average years of formal
schooling for those aged 15 and above has
reached 10 years nationally — and with
hopes and expectations to match. This
raises key questions: Can India’s economy
productively absorb the current
generation of new workers, including
youth and women? Under what
conditions? And how can India ensure
that its demographic potential translates
into meaningful employment and
economic growth?

The recently released Periodic Labour
Force Survey (PLFS) 2025 report offers
some key insights.

It points to measurable progress across
several dimensions, while also
underlining some challenges that must be
addressed to fully leverage India’s
demographic dividend.

Encouraging trends in employment
The Labour Force Participation Rate
stands at 59%, the Workforce
Participation Rate at 57%, and the
unemployment rate at 3%. These are
robust headline indicators. Youth
unemployment has declined since 2024,
with gains for rural and urban youth.
Monthly PLFS bulletins through 2025 also
point to improving trends in women’s
participation. Female LFPR in rural areas
rose across successive months through
September 2025, reaching its highest level
since May. These trends show a sustained
and directional improvement across
multiple survey rounds.

The quality of employment has also
improved. The share of regular wage and
salaried employment increased from 22%
to 24%, with gains recorded for both men
and women. Correspondingly, the share
of self-employment declined from 58% to
56%. Since formal salaried employment is
associated with higher earnings and
access to social protection, this shift in the
nature of employment is among the more

important signals in the 2025 data.

‘Wage trends reinforce this pattern,
particularly for women. In regular
salaried employment, female earnings
grew by 7%, compared to 6% for men. In
self-employment, female earnings rose by
9% against 8% for men, while in casual
labour, women’s wages increased by 5%,
even as male wages largely remained
unchanged.

At the same time, there remains scope
to further narrow gender gaps in absolute
earnings. Analysis of the data indicates
that women earn about 76% of male
wages in salaried work, around 69% in
casual labour, and just 36% in
self-employment. While disparities
remain substantial, the shift towards
salaried employment is beginning to offer

more tangible economic gains for women.

Structural transformation is also
creating better employment
opportunities. Agriculture’s share of
employment has declined to 43%, while
manufacturing and services have grown
to around 12% and 13%, respectively.

Young people, particularly young women,
are increasingly entering manufacturing
and service sectors. Caste- and
gender-based occupational segregation
among younger cohorts is measurably
lower than among older ones, reflecting
the cumulative effects of expanded access
to education and rising social mobility
now beginning to translate into more
inclusive labour market outcomes.

Gaps in skills and job creation

The first is the education-to-employment
transition. India has significantly
expanded tertiary education enrolment,
making higher education more accessible
across income groups. Yet gaps remain.
For instance, between 2004 and 2023,
roughly 5 million graduates entered the
labour market annually, but only about
2.8 million secured employment of any
kind.

Limited access to formal skills training
also poses a challenge. Only 4% of
individuals aged 15-59 have received
formal vocational or technical training.
Yet among those who have, workforce
participation is substantially higher — 83%
for men and 51% for women —
underscoring the strong link between
skills training and employment, which
needs to be both harnessed and scaled

pAnovher challenge lies in women’s
sustained workforce participation. While
most men outside the labour force cited
education as the primary reason, women
pointed to childcare and household

15M. India’s labour market shows gains, but challenges persist

mﬂ:mm#gm?ﬁﬁm,ﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁaﬁaﬁﬁﬁ%

responsibilities, revealing structural
constraints rooted in the unequal
distribution of unpaid work. For instance,
urban self-employed men work
approximately 17.5 hours more per week
than women, and in regular salaried
employment, the gap is about 7.9 hours
per week, reflecting a persistent double
burden of paid and unpaid labour that
‘women experience disproportionately.

The fourth challenge is the NEET
group. Around 25% of those aged 1529 fall
into this category. Moreover, these
individuals are not counted in
unemployment figures. Without timely
intervention, this disengagement can lead
to young people becoming detached from
the workforce in the long term.

The way forward

‘The PLFS 2025 data points to a labour
market that is moving in the right
direction. However, translating these
gains into meaningful and
productivity-led economic growth will
require more targeted interventions:
scaling industry-relevant skills training,
enabling women’s workforce
participation through gender-responsive
interventions, and strengthening
pathways to stable job employment with
expanded social protection and a focus
on green sectors. Targeted programmes
like apprenticeships will also be crucial to
re-engage NEET youth as active
contributors to the economy.

(Phalasha Nagpal is Livelihoods and
Gender Lead, Oxford Policy Management)

e PLFS 2025 points to improving employment trends alongside structural gaps in skills
and participation.

PLFS 2025 # A99TR Ygfai & gUR & wa frera €, freg 503 amg & sherer 3 smefierdy &
ﬁﬁﬁammﬁaﬁmg%l
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Every year, about 7-10 million young Indians enter the labour market.
s I a1l 70 AT § 1 T JaT R 43 AR H JaeT a3l 2 |

They are better educated than any generation before them — the average years of formal
schooling for those aged 15 and above has reached 10 years nationally — and with hopes
and expectations to match.

& 3o O o T o Y T e 3 rfr R € — 15 9 3R 3wy 310 3 & it &
fore 3itganRes et 6 i 3afr g TE R w® 1oarc‘ra$q§“€r§$r%—3msﬂﬁmrr€ram
319eTT¢ 8 38 31TE

This raises key questions: Can India’s economy productively absorb the current generation of
new workers, including youth and women?

Ig FS HEAYUT T 3STAlT §: F4T AR hT Ircgaedr Jansit 3R Afen3it afed 7T Haht 6
AT HIET T 3cUTGh T A FHATTET T Tehell 672

Under what conditions?

foret aRTEufaat 7 og @sra g

And how can India ensure that its demographic potential translates into meaningful
employment and economic growth?

3R AR T FH FATRTT T Tl § o 3HRT FAH I &THAT A¥eh U I 30
e # aRafda g

The recently released Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) 2025 report offers some key
insights.

gTel & & SR RIS et B 7 (PLFS) 2025 RUIE F5 HgeaqoT 3ids Seal sedd e 81

It points to measurable progress across several dimensions, while also underlining some
challenges that must be addressed to fully leverage India’s demographic dividend.

g 3Heieh &TAT & AGA FaTTel hT 3R Hehel Tl &, 1Y &1 3T Yeitterdr ohr of Jeifere el &
TSe6 IR & STAAITEhIT CITSAIRT T YOT IUANT et & T HEITRT el HTI2Th B |

Encouraging trends in employment

VIR # 3cagaraTs ygfadi

The Labour Force Participation Rate stands at 59%, the Workforce Participation Rate at
57%, and the unemployment rate at 3%.

A T AFNGHY X 59%, FHRIT HRNGRY & 57% TUT SRASTITT &X 3% TR g

These are robust headline indicators.

Y T GHY Hehcleh ¢ |

Youth unemployment has declined since 2024, with gains for rural and urban youth.

2024 & dTE ¥ JaT A 7 FHall 318 8, 3R SHHT o1t areor qur el St Jarsit 1 fFer B
Monthly PLFS bulletins through 2025 also point to improving trends in women’s participation.
2025 & ERTeT STRY #1ff PLFS geifest ot Afgensit T smefierd & gur 1 ggfd i g2fid &

Female LFPR in rural areas rose across successive months through September 2025,
reaching its highest level since May.

T AT & ARG 7 ToT ARMERY &I AR 2025 T TR A & I IR AS &
¢ 319 3TadH TR dh trgir TS|

These trends show a sustained and directional improvement across multiple survey rounds.
q ggfaat fafdet aderor @Rl F AR 31k Tuse guR 1 geRkid &l

The quality of employment has also improved.

ST B [T & o GER EIHT |

The share of regular wage and salaried employment increased from 22% to 24%, with gains
recorded for both men and women.
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IfAT aa=aaeft 3R ada 3menRa VSR o1 fREAT 22% & SGa 24% 8 IRAT §, 3R STHT oTeT
ST AT AT aledt T AT §37 &

e Correspondingly, the share of self-employment declined from 58% to 56%.
3 3T, TARNSITR T FEAT 58% & TeahT 56% &1 a1

e Since formal salaried employment is associated with higher earnings and access to social
protection, this shift in the nature of employment is among the more important signals in the
2025 data.

I staTRes damsiet AR 3 3mar 3R AT Gt ah g 3T e §, AT
USTETR T Tapfel 37 T IRt 2025 & 3iiehst 7 T A HAgea o Hehel HIlT ST 16T &

e Wage trends reinforce this pattern, particularly for women.
AL YAl 58 Yeel i I AT il 8, [aAwent Afgemsit & for

e Inregular salaried employment, female earnings grew by 7%, compared to 6% for men.
ﬁuﬁaéﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂ%ﬂﬁ@fﬁmﬁ?%aﬁraﬁg@, Stafer gt & forw a8 gefer 6%
W

¢ In self-employment, female earnings rose by 9% against 8% for men, while in casual labour,
women’s wages increased by 5%, even as male wages largely remained unchanged.

TERISTTR H ARG Y 31T 9% &Y, STafeh gosii & fov ag geftr 8% e a8t ey s
AT T FHTelr 5% FE, STaifeh TEuT T HsTely T [FU |
o At the same time, there remains scope to further narrow gender gaps in absolute earnings.

AT &, AT 31 H AP 3 HY 3N HA B I T HHIAT 571 65 ¢

e Analysis of the data indicates that women earn about 76% of male wages in salaried work,
around 69% in casual labour, and just 36% in self-employment.

Hﬁﬁ%%&ﬁwﬁwmﬁ%aﬁmﬂ?ﬁmﬁﬂﬁaﬁwaﬁrmwwm%,
ITTATRIY HF F ST 69%, 31 TR H Shaol 36% 3ford HaT &

o While disparities remain substantial, the shift towards salaried employment is beginning to
offer more tangible economic gains for women.

JEITT IFATTATT 3737 87 a19eh g, Y 8t daaTaiieft AR fr 317 IRad Afgensit & 31fw
B 3T AT TETeT et o9l & |
e Structural transformation is also creating better employment opportunities.

TIAATCHS IRAT 31 SgaT AR 37GER SceoT T T&T &

e Agriculture’s share of employment has declined to 43%, while manufacturing and services
have grown to around 12% and 13%, respectively.

VSR F FHY 7 TFEHT Tt 43% @ 917 7, STafeh fafAaor 3k Tar &t & fRear o
TITHIT 12% 3R 13% deh &G AT E |

e Young people, particularly young women, are increasingly entering manufacturing and service
sectors.

e, R T AR, A & RARrEOT 3 da 81 o sder v @ B

e Caste- and gender-based occupational segregation among younger cohorts is measurably
lower than among older ones, reflecting the cumulative effects of expanded access to
education and rising social mobility now beginning to translate into more inclusive labour
market outcomes.

gaT FHgt 3 it AR foim 3mene caraenfieh faeiretet, ger gt i Jofell H TIsC &9 & FA g,
ﬁﬁmﬁﬁwﬁaﬁaﬁ?mﬂmﬁ%m%m%mﬁwﬁaﬁaaﬁmﬁﬁm
31T AR s SR aRomAr #F gRafda gl oet 8

Gaps in skills and job creation

Flerer 3R AR Fater 7 Harer
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e The first is the education-to-employment transition.
Tl el FRIET & ASTITR T I HheAT T |

¢ India has significantly expanded tertiary education enrolment, making higher education more
accessible across income groups.

R & 3Tg &I H ATHIRT FT Seal@a T faTaR fhar g, oad [Affes 3ma g9t & fov 3=
FRYETT 34T FerT g5 &

e Yet gaps remain.
fhT oY, 3TTer 31 S T U K|

e For instance, between 2004 and 2023, roughly 5 million graduates entered the labour market
annually, but only about 2.8 million secured employment of any kind.

3ETEY0T & AU, 2004 T 2023 & I HTaay o131 50 ol Hoildeh SH STl 7 92T Hld @,
Tohe] 378 & Shalol oIaTeTdT 28 T i fordll FehR AT ST T g3

e Limited access to formal skills training also poses a challenge.
SHererReh shierer FTRIETOT ceh WA T o7 Toh Yottt Tl el ¢

e Only 4% of individuals aged 15-59 have received formal vocational or technical training.

15-59 ﬁmﬁﬁm4%mﬁmm@$mm@rmwm%l

e Yet among those who have, workforce participation is substantially higher — 83% for men
and 51% for women — underscoring the strong link between skills training and employment,
which needs to be both harnessed and scaled up.

fehe] ToTT et ¥ g ITRIGTOT UTeet foharm &, 3eTt shRierer $719fiey ahrehr 31freh & — gt & forw
83% 3R ATFT & fIT 51% — i hierer TTALTOT 3R AT & e AT Faer I [ifehel
Far g, o 3T 31T 39Aer qur faedr i 3maedshar g

¢ Another challenge lies in women’s sustained workforce participation.
Teh 31 Yol AfG3it T ek e #efie’T & Feied g

¢ While most men outside the labour force cited education as the primary reason, women
pointed to childcare and household responsibilities, revealing structural constraints rooted in
the unequal distribution of unpaid work.

STET A Fof § g JHTEIehIer Jo§T o RIGT Y HET HROT ST, Tl AT o sreal hr S@eirel
3 R FFACTRET &t ROT Sar, it 3dd e it & 31T faeRor 7 Afgd waeiens
T3 T 39TPR HAT &

e For instance, urban self-employed men work approximately 17.5 hours more per week than
women, and in regular salaried employment, the gap is about 7.9 hours per week, reflecting a
persistent double burden of paid and unpaid labour that women experience
disproportionately.

3ETEXOT o oY, ATE TARISTINR aTel Y& AT BT JoIaT & YTy ACATg ofaTstar 17.5 6 3Hfh
FF A ¢, 3R AITAT IqaTNef QTR & Ig 7% 918797 7.9 6 Uiy Ieamg &, s Afgensit

CART 31T fohT STTe aTel dciaTsilal 3R 3acifelen 473 & STeX St 1 &A1l B
e The fourth challenge is the NEET group.

=ty gl NEET &g & Hafera &1
e Around 25% of those aged 15-29 fall into this category.

15-29 I 37 T3 & SIS 25% JaT 58 A0 & 3 &
e Moreover, these individuals are not counted in unemployment figures.

g8 3faRerd, So7 cafFdT T SRISTETRY & 3HiehsT 3 ATHS AT TohdT SATdT|

e Without timely intervention, this disengagement can lead to young people becoming detached
from the workforce in the long term.

AT I GEALTT o Blot TR TG 3T JaAT3T bt Srefeprer 3 el § qoidt: T X Fhall 8

The way forward

A A G
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e The PLFS 2025 data points to a labour market that is moving in the right direction.
PLFS 2025 & 3Tehs 0 #H JToIR T 3R Hobdd A ¢ ol Tl f&2rm # 319 9¢ @I 8

e However, translating these gains into meaningful and productivity-led economic growth will
require more targeted interventions: scaling industry-relevant skills training, enabling

workforce participation through gender-responsive interventions, and strengthening pathways

to stable job employment with expanded social protection and a focus on green sectors.

T 3o SaIfeEral sl ardfeh 3R Seureahar-3menia 3nfe fasmme & gRafda = & fore s

SITETd §EAATIT T IMTRTAT g1 3ANIT-HATHT hierel TTAGTUT T fAEAR, A fh-Hagareler

GECETT oh HIETH A FHIAael SINGRT Sl TETH FaAlal, TUT [aEATR AT G 3R g a¥at

wam%%amgurwma:mw@m|
e Targeted programmes like apprenticeships will also be crucial to re-engage NEET youth as
active contributors to the economy.

ITETTRAY S oIt Hrishat NEET JaT3it &l 3rdcgaer # Gfohd Alereletehdl & &9 & Ja1:
gy & forw oft 3rcdiq Ageaqol g

WPI more than doubles to 8.3% in April

Indias WPI inflation rises to its highest level in 3.5 vears on the impact of the West Asia crisis on prices in India; experts say that this jump in

wholesale prices could soon be passed on to consumers, and could also start hurting the profitability of companies if it is not passed on

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

n the first sign of the

impact of the West

Asia crisis on prices in
India, wholesale inflation
in India jumped to 8.3% in
April 2026, its highest level
in 3.5 years, driven by the
sharp rise in crude oil and
natural gas prices. Inflation
in this category stood at
67.2% in April.

Data on the Wholesale
Price Index (WPI) released
by the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry on
Thursday showed that the
last time wholesale infla-
tion in India was higher
than this was in October

Surging prices

Growth in the Wholesale Price Index in

83%®

5% April was the highest since October 2022

0%

58 T T —
Oct-22  Apr-23  Oct-23  Apr-24

Oct-24  Apr-25  Oct-25  Apr-26

Source: Ministry of Commerce and Industry

2022. It had stood at 3.9%
in March 2026.

Notably, food inflation
at the wholesale level re-
mained relatively low, at
2% in April 2026, com-
pared with 1.9% a month

earlier. “The first sign of
the impact of war on the
Indian economy has been
seen in the WPI inflation
number for April which
came at 8.3%,” Madan Sab-
navis, chief economist at

the Bank of Baroda said.

“This is a direct result of
the global developments
which have manifested on
the oil front”

Shashwat Singh, Funda-
mental Analyst at Bajaj
Broking too said that the
rise in wholesale inflation
was largely driven by high-
er crude oil prices, fuel
and power costs, imported
inflation, and elevated in-
put prices amid the ongo-
ing geopolitical tensions in
West Asia.

Within the index, infla-
tion in the crude oil and
natural gas sectors stood at
a 46-month high of 67.2%
in April 2026, coming on
the back of a 39-month

15M. WPI more than doubles to 8.3% in April
SeeqI3Tg e H TghY 8.3% W TS N[AT g3

high in March.

While the higher inter-
national prices of both pro-
ducts are a driving factor
for this, there is also a sig-
nificant base effect push-
ing the inflation numbers
up. That is, the sector wit-
nessed deflation of 7.6%
and 15.5% in March and
April of last year.

Fuel inflation
The fuel and power catego-
1y, too, saw inflation rise to
24.7% in April 2026, the
highest since October
2022. This was driven by
inflation in the mineral oils
category, which rose to
39.5% in April 2026.

Mr. Singh pointed out

that this elevated whole-
sale inflation could soon
pass on to the retail level
and directly affect consum-
ers. He added that it could
also hurt the profitability
of companies.

“Higher logistics,
freight, and commodity
prices are now increasing-
ly getting reflected in who-
lesale inflation, which
could eventually pass
through to consumer infla-
tion as well,” Mr. Singh
said.

“The spike also suggests
margin pressure for manu-
facturing and industrial
companies if cost increases
cannot be fully passed on
to consumers.”

e India’s WPI inflation rises to its highest level in 3.5 years on the impact of the West Asia
crisis on prices in India.

T # SeeqUI3Ts AEREHIT 3.5 I6T & ITaAH TR T IgT 775, TSraeht HIR0T R # HrAct R

gfae vfRT Hehe &1 9T &

e Experts say that this jump in wholesale prices could soon be passed on to consumers, and
could also start hurting the profitability of companies if it is not passed on.

Tt 1 et & fo e IAdT 7 I8 T STog &1 STHNFATHT 9T 3Telt ST Hebell 8, AR S
T AT TRAT ITAT AT Ig HUTAT Y rHTEdT Y 3 THITIT FH TRl B

¢ In the first sign of the impact of the West Asia crisis on prices in India, wholesale inflation in

India jumped to 8.3% in April 2026, its highest level in 3.5 years, driven by the sharp rise in
crude oil and natural gas prices.

T & HHAAT 9T IRTH TRAAT e & THT & Tgol ohd & §T H, 31T 2026 H AT 61 Aeh
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HEEHI Sgehe 8.3% &1 913, Sif 3.5 AN &l ITIAH TX 8, [SIehT ShROT hed el 3R repfcieh

e & HrAdt 7 T Fefa g

Inflation in this category stood at 67.2% in April.

58 AN 7 FEEHIT 84T 7 67.2% T

Data on the Wholesale Price Index (WPI) released by the Ministry of Commerce and

Industry on Thursday showed that the last time wholesale inflation in India was higher than
this was in October 2022.

XA i A0 AR IEANT HATET SaRT ST YN Hed Gl (WPI) o 37iehst & Il Tell o
R 3 ek HEREhIT SEE 3110 AT TR 3ergak 2022 # AT

It had stood at 3.9% in March 2026.

AT 2026 H I 3.9% 2|

Notably, food inflation at the wholesale level remained relatively low, at 2% in April 2026,
compared with 1.9% a month earlier.

AT &9 @, Uleh T R Wieg Faehifa 3iier 2026 & 31A&TcT Ha g 2% TeT, Siafeh Teh
HE Igel IE 1.9% A

“The first sign of the impact of war on the Indian economy has been seen in the WPI inflation
number for April which came at 8.3%,” Madan Sabnavis, chief economist at the Bank of
Baroda said.

% 3T T3leT & FE A Hee FaAdI o Fgl, ‘WA TeTaEUT T JeH & T H1
Tl Tehel 3Tl & Seeq IS Fehifar s & fe@r, it 8.3% T@T!”

“This is a direct result of the global developments which have manifested on the oil front.”
“Ig 3TRaer TeaATshAl 1 drer gRonH &, s do &y F e & wral”

Shashwat Singh, Fundamental Analyst at Bajaj Broking too said that the rise in wholesale
inflation was largely driven by higher crude oil prices, fuel and power costs, imported inflation,
and elevated input prices amid the ongoing geopolitical tensions in West Asia.

TITor FfT & e faeeven amaa R o o &1 % Ui Fgehifa A gefar aea su @
el ol T Sl i, SeeT 3R TSl oferet, 3manfad Faredhifer 3R affesr vl & Sl of-
mﬁ??—lﬂlﬁlﬁsé’maﬁrgésdgc AR & RO §§%I

Within the index, inflation in the crude oil and natural gas sectors stood at a 46-month high
of 67.2% in April 2026, coming on the back of a 39-month high in March.

Frehish o 8T, Feel clol 3R Tepfcreh 3 &1 & Herewhifel 31drer 2026 # 46 AT F FTadH
¥ 67.2% T I IS, S AT 3 39 FEeAT oh 3o & o S 3|

While the higher international prices of both products are a driving factor for this, there is also
a significant base effect pushing the inflation numbers up.

gTeAlieh alell ScuTal T 3l HARTSET HIHT SHeRT FHT HROT &, Afehel Teh HgedquT TR T
8 FEERITA o 3MTehsT T SR Uhel TET &
That is, the sector witnessed deflation of 7.6% and 15.5% in March and April of last year.

37T, 58 & H oo g AR 3R 38 7 A 7.6% 317 15.5% Fr 3aEmifY aor i a1s Y|

Fuel inflation

$ere FEEhfa

The fuel and power category, too, saw inflation rise to 24.7% in April 2026, the highest since
October 2022.

ST 3R Torstelt Ao & o 31der 2026 H HEHITT TG 24.7% BT IS, ST 37oFeaR 2022 S alG
SEREI B

This was driven by inflation in the mineral oils category, which rose to 39.5% in April 2026.

T &8 @ferst Aol HON & HERHIfT & HROT S, ST 1dier 2026 3 TG 39.5% &1 TS|
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e Mr. Singh pointed out that this elevated wholesale inflation could soon pass on to the retail
level and directly affect consumers.

mﬁ?ﬁm%wﬁﬁwmmﬁ@vwm@amhﬂ?mwmﬂﬁ
FI 1T X b 1

e He added that it could also hurt the profitability of companies.

3egiel e foh 3TY Ut 1 rsrvear off ganfad & o &l

o “Higher logistics, freight, and commaodity prices are now increasingly getting reflected in
wholesale inflation, which could eventually pass through to consumer inflation as well,” Mr.

Singh said.

A T&g o heT, “Iod diloecead, Aol golTs X aEI3iT i hiecl 3T ol & Ureh Herewhifl 7
ferams 2 T €, SiY 3iccl: STeiereT HarewhIf oeh 8l aga Fehel §1°

o “The spike also suggests margin pressure for manufacturing and industrial companies if cost
increases cannot be fully passed on to consumers.”

“TE I T 37 Fahel &clT & o IS AmeTel g far ot ot o 3usiaraT3il o) 18T ster ar, &t

faferaTor 3R sieafere Fufaal ) FfS &1 gara s aFarg|”

India back on EU approved
list of aquaculture exporters

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

In a major boost for India’s
seafood industry, the
country has been re-in-
cluded in the list of nations
that can export aquacul-
ture products to the EU
from September 2026, as it
has proven its compliance
with EU restrictions relat-
ed to use of antimicrobials
in animals used for food.
In October 2024, the EU
omitted India from the list
of countries allowed to ex-
port aguaculture products
to the EU from September
2026, raising concerns in
the domestic industry, as

India has proven its
compliance with EU
restrictions on anti
microbial use in food
producing animals

the EU is a major export
destination for Indian sea-
food. Aquaculture covers
finfish, including eels, and
products of finfish (such as
roes and caviar), and
crustaceans.

“Under EU rules, the
use of antimicrobials in liv-
estock for growth or yield
purposes is not allowed,
nor can animals be treated
with antimicrobials re-

served for human infec-
tions,” the European Com-
mission said in its
statement. “The countries
on the list have proven
their compliance with the
EU restrictions on antimi-
crobial use in food-produc-
ing animals.”

It added that the list will
be formally adopted “in
the coming days”, with the
rules on imports applying
from September 3, 2026.

The development builds
on the fact that in Septem-
ber 2025, the EU added 102
new Indian fisheries to its
list of approved establish-
ments that can export to
EU member countries.

15M. India back on EU approved list of aquaculture exporters

AR 6T & $g A Tl g F anfdd, vaardet atast # el #Asd
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In a major boost for India’s seafood industry, the country has been re-included in the list of
nations that can export aquaculture products to the EU from September 2026, as it has
proven its compliance with EU restrictions related to use of antimicrobials in animals used for
food.

HRA o THET WIe 39T & foIT Ueh 3 TeHTgeT o §9 H, G2 1 AR 2026 & §F 1
TeFaTehody 3cUTG T ddet arel it & et 7 e & enfier o arar &, #ifer 3ae @ea
3UGNT aTel g3t H CEATSHITSTSH o 3UGNT § Heifered $7 FlcTatit & 3HeTdreret i Frferet fohar
gl

In October 2024, the EU omitted India from the list of countries allowed to export aquaculture
products to the EU from September 2026, raising concerns in the domestic industry, as the
EU is a major export destination for Indian seafood.

37FEEY 2024 H, $F A R HI [HTaR 2026 § $Y FY TeFdTehoe] 3G, [Tl et T JreTA T
wreet it St g & ger e an, foed eje) 3eher & fRiar 9 a1$ o, 3iifer S sy oy
e &1 T YA fordlie aided |

Agquaculture covers finfish, including eels, and products of finfish (such as roes and caviar),
and crustaceans.

TFaThedR H fhafther, foas S enfarer &, Jar frafther & 3cure (31 W 3R Ffaar) 31k
HeCTay enfAe g g
“Under EU rules, the use of antimicrobials in livestock for growth or yield purposes is not

allowed, nor can animals be treated with antimicrobials reserved for human infections,” the
European Commission said in its statement.

T AT o 379 ST A g, “$ FATAT o Tl G H Jefe IT ScUIee el & 3ee™
T AT T 3TANT IHeTAT 781 &, IR T &1 T3 1 TR 3o TCEASShITaTeq § fohar
ST HHaT § it H1eTa Hehaol & forw RiaTe @ o g1

“The countries on the list have proven their compliance with the EU restrictions on
antimicrobial use in food-producing animals.”

T F AT 2t o Wie ScTeed et dTel Y37t H TEATSHITST 3TN W $ Ficiareii
3feJaTeleT T AMfa fohaT &1”

It added that the list will be formally adopted “in the coming days”, with the rules on imports
applying from September 3, 2026.

S 3171 gt a1 foh T T “3HTeT arel feaAl 3 3horenfes &9 & 3rderam Sreer, 3N 3 Heelr
forer 3 fdeT 2026 ¥ 9] giet |

The development builds on the fact that in September 2025, the EU added 102 new Indian
fisheries to its list of approved establishments that can export to EU member countries.

IE Taehre 58 d2F W TR & foh [AdeY 2025 7 7 7 102 78 HRAT HET ShgdT i 37de1
T HEATAT 1 T # enfirer foram o, S $ FewT &aif @ Tl ¢ aadt €
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Govt. bans sugar exports till
Sept. 30; U.S., EU excluded

The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE

The Department of Com-
merce issued a notification
on Wednesday moving su-
gar from ‘restricted’ to
‘prohibited’ list of items for
exports.

Export of raw, white and
refined sugar is banned till
September 30, 2026.

The ban, however, does
not apply to exports to the
United States and the Euro-
pean Union under the CXL
and TRQ quota, and ex-
ports under the advance
authorisation scheme.

It will also not apply to
government-to-govern-

ment exports. If the ship-
ping bill has been raised or
the consignment loading
has commenced or hand-
ed over to the Customs, the
exports will be permitted,
according to the notifica-
tion.

The Indian Sugar and
Bio-energy Manufacturers
Association (ISMA) had
said in February this year —
almost three months after
the commencement of the
sugarcane crushing season
— that sugar production
was expected to be 324
lakh tonnes in the 2025-
2026 sugar season and that
31 lakh tonnes would be di-
verted for ethanol.

The net sugar produc-
tion was expected to be
still 30 lakh tonnes more
than last sugar season at
293 lakh tonnes.

The Association said on
Thursday that exports
were permitted by the Go-
vernment last November
based on the then prevail-
ing production estimates
and an encouraging out-
look for the sugar season.

However, as the season
progressed, sugar produc-
tion in certain key states,
particularly Maharashtra
and Uttar Pradesh, was im-
pacted resulting in a mod-
eration of overall actual
production.

15M. Govt. bans sugar exports till Sept. 30; U.S., EU excluded
I A 30 e a& Rell faafa o gfdeey seman; s, § 51 ge

The Department of Commerce issued a notification on Wednesday moving sugar from
‘restricted’ to ‘prohibited’ list of items for exports.

OIS TN & FUaR Y Teh ARG ST R el b foralTer o fow wfasfT g &
TAfeer Tt & TR T e
Export of raw, white and refined sugar is banned till September 30, 2026.

e, b, AR RS el &1 f3dTd 30 et 2026 de wfaefad ¢ fear |

The ban, however, does not apply to exports to the United States and the European Union

under the CXL and TRQ quota, and exports under the advance authorisation scheme.

greliieh, I gfcaer aged Ted AR 3R AT Fa 1 CXL 3R TRQ Her & dgd gt arel

ovalTer crar 31T STRIGHROT 2T 3 Jierdiel giet e fevelfer O w7 g

It will also not apply to government-to-government exports.

g THR-H-THR T TR &t oI =Fgh gl

If the shipping bill has been raised or the consignment loading has commenced or handed

over to the Customs, the exports will be permitted, according to the notification.

R & 31eTAR, Ffe T forer STRY 8Y b & A1 ATl Y ST AYE &1 978 § A1 38 heerq

1 | fear arar &, A ol & srepafar & smeaf|

The Indian Sugar and Bio-energy Manufacturers Association (ISMA) had said in
February this year — almost three months after the commencement of the sugarcane

crushing season — that sugar production was expected to be 324 lakh tonnes in the 2025-

2026 sugar season and that 31 lakh tonnes would be diverted for ethanol.
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3T IR U3 AT vt Aeg e TAfATAe (ISMA) 7 30 a¥ tRadl 7 — o=l IS T
U glel o SIS clled HEel ST, — hgl AT foh 2025-2026 Heft T # el ScuTee 324 a1 &F
e 1 331 © 3R 31 A & <ol 1 vdeATer & e #ist S|

e The net sugar production was expected to be still 30 lakh tonnes more than last sugar
season at 293 lakh tonnes.

ey et ScUTee Fesel At T Y Jefedl 7 319 81 30 A & 3T GlohT 293 A & 61 T
3FHIG AT

e The Association said on Thursday that exports were permitted by the Government last
November based on the then prevailing production estimates and an encouraging outlook for
the sugar season.

THITATRIE o IFaR I gl foh TR o Aol FAdel & 38 THY & Sculeet Igam AR e a=

o ScHIGSTeTeh G SCehIVT oh TR W To1Tel T 3refafcr & oY

e However, as the season progressed, sugar production in certain key states, particularly
Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh, was impacted resulting in a moderation of overall actual
production.

gTeliTeh, SIA-SIA | 39T 96T, HS AT T, faAvent AERISE 3R 36 o2, 7 el Scuree
ST E3T, TSre& ot areatash Scdrest 7 S S|
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From PCOS to PMOS: understanding the reasons for name change
PCOS & PMOS d%: a1 qRads & HROIT Y THASTT

15M

QuIZ

From PCOS to PMOS: understanding the reasons for name change

Ramya Kannan

couple of days ago on a hot
A May day, a niche group of
people across the world
celebrated. The reason the
endocrinologists were rejoicing was
the change in the nomenclature of a
single condition, only one letter had
changed, and it seemed as if the
festivities were a bit
disproportionate. The Endocrine
Society, a global network of people
dealing with hormones, announced
that PCOS (Polycystic Ovarian
Syndrome) would henceforth be
known as PMOS (Polyendocrine
Metabolic Ovarian Syndrome).
While the endocrinologists
celebrated, the rest of the world
wondered, inspired by the bard:
Doesn’t a rose by any other name
smell as sweet? The Endocrine
Society, however, did not do this out
of mere whimsy. As an article in The
Lancet pointed out, the new name
emerged out of a multistep global
consensus process over the years.
The authors of the paper Helena J.
Teede et al argued that the term
PCOS was ‘inaccurate’ as it relied
only on the presence of ovarian
cysts, thereby hiding the multitude
of factors that contribute — including

diverse endocrine and metabolic
features. Thus constrained, it
contributes to delayed diagnosis,
fragmented care and comes in the
way of curtailing research and policy
on the issue.

The significance lies not only in
the fact that the definition has
broadened the panel of factors that
will facilitate better diagnosis, but
also that PCOS affects a staggering
number of women ~ it is estimated
that the syndrome affects 170 million
women during their reproductive
years alone.

Welcome initiative

“It is an extremely welcome
initiative. It has been in the works
for a few years, of course,” says Usha
Sriram, endocrinologist and
diabetologist, founder of DIWAS, an
organisation built around women's
health. “PCOS restricts and reduces
it to about cysts and gave it an
ovarian-reproductive emphasis. It is
not a one-off reproductive
abnormality. This is a syndrome that
could have a life-long impact on
more than just ive health.”

Big change: According to estimates, the syndrome affects 170 million women during their

reproductive years alone. GETTY BAGES

mellitus.” That is also the general
perception — linked as it is to
fertility, it has become associated
with a lot of stigma.”

Jaishree Gajaraj, senior
obstetrician and gymm-ulogist also
welcomes the move, attesting that a
great deal of misdiagnosis and

also happens with

She further adds: “When people
google PCOS, what comes up is
“difficulty conceiving, pregnancy
loss and gestational diabetes

PCOS, apart from self diagnosis too.
She believes that this nomenclature
change will make a very big
difference in clinical practice, and

help facilitate appropriate diagnoses
and treatment.

Tejasvi Seshadri, consultant
paediatric, adolescent
endocrinologist, at Rainbow
Hospitals, Bengaluru, says this
reclassification will be useful to let
the world know that itis not a
condition isolated to the ovaries, but
impacting general health and
well-being too.

Going on to explain that
paediatric endocrinologists already

follow this comprehensive approach
and mmlvemcm of| hormones that

this change has

working towards this goal. It is
important to build awareness among
e ity si ly, she

Seshadri says “we are also )oohng at
poly endocrine factors in children,
not judging just by the arrested
follicle development (commonly
associated with PCOS) because
disruptions in the early years of
menstrual health are normal and
can result in this.”

“We run a basic hormone assay
for the child, rule out diabetes and
pre-diabetes, and insulin resistance,
dyslipidemia, MASLD (all part of
metabolic dysfunction). Once the
child has been diagnosed, then we
recommend lifestyle changes, and
on a case-to-case basis, perhaps
medications. Not every child gets the
same treatment,” she adds.

Global implementation
The Lancet paper lists an eight-stage
process of global implementation of
the new name, from publication and
academic dissemination to
developing resources for the project,
integrating it into health care systems
to transition and refinement, leading
up to integration into the
international guidelines in 2028 Dr.
Usha says implementation will
depend on the professional societies

adds.

Jayashree Gopal, endocrinologist
and diabetologists, has a different
take. Several attempts have been
made in the past to bring focus on
the metabolic aspects, in fact, once
the change suggested was Metabolic
Reproductive Syndrome. But PCOS
has been around for about a 100
years, and I believe that
gynaecologists, at least in urban
areas, are aware of the metabolic
aspects of the syndrome. Will this
name change actually bring about
change?

“It depends really. There is
another category of metabolic
disorder that was renamed recently
~ Non Alcoholic fatty liver disease
became Metabolic
Dysfunction-Associated Steatotic
Liver Disease, and that caught on
pretty fast, probably because of the
association of the former with
alcohol,” Dr. Gopal explains.

On the other hand, as Dr. Usha
Sriram points out, the condition
now defined as pre-diabetes was
known by many fangled names until
this one has come m stay.

(ramya.k hindu.co.in)

15M. From PCOS to PMOS: understanding the reasons for name change
PCOS & PMOS d&: a1 IRade & FROIN H THSTAT

o A couple of days ago on a hot May day, a niche group of people across the world celebrated.

T e Tge 7S T Ueh 31 gruex H, [aeqer & oot & Ueh fa Togg o 3cdd HeAr|

e The reason the endocrinologists were rejoicing was the change in the nomenclature of a
single condition, only one letter had changed, and it seemed as if the festivities were a bit
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disproportionate.
TEHTSATAITANEE] & T &let T HRUT Uh STHART o ATHAIOT & IRATA AT, THTT hdel Th
&R SEelt 31T AT, HR AT Tl & 6T AT AAl 389 FS Hf0H 61 a7

The Endocrine Society, a global network of people dealing with hormones, announced that
PCOS (Polycystic Ovarian Syndrome) would henceforth be known as PMOS
(Polyendocrine Metabolic Ovarian Syndrome).

gl & T fawat & ATRaeh HTa+T UelshssT WIS o aivor i for frefisiew
(AreNfafes aRTsr ) Fi 319 & Neasted (AreNvwEa AeEifas AARTT AT) &
ATH I ST S|

While the endocrinologists celebrated, the rest of the world wondered, inspired by the bard:
Doesn’t a rose by any other name smell as sweet?

ST8T USIshiSaATdllolEe 3cad HT & ¥, 9a AV faeg I8 T 8T AT, 14T o wfa  sher & T
TRl 3131 AT @ GohRT 91T T[T ScTalt & FHER FGITE 6T SlT?

The Endocrine Society, however, did not do this out of mere whimsy.

gTeliTeh, USIshTSe BIHTSAY f UG T hdol HAHSIALT oTel [haT|

As an article in The Lancet pointed out, the new name emerged out of a multistep global
consensus process over the years.

éw%aﬁ%tﬁw@awa@ﬁmmw,%mmaﬁﬁﬁa@waﬁw
HEATA UshaT o IRUTHETET AT 3T

The authors of the paper Helena J. Teede et al argued that the term PCOS was ‘inaccurate’
as it relied only on the presence of ovarian cysts, thereby hiding the multitude of factors that
contribute — including diverse endocrine and metabolic features.

3 AT FI ATEHT FolaT o, &8 T He o7 doh fear for Fifisied ereg 3@l o1, Fifs I8
el 3R #F f{Te i 3uieafa w 3menRa o1, 5 sa¢ NS A91eT ¢t aTel 3s HRE —
TorT# [affee 3a:ardr 3R Tl fFAvan anfaa § — 9 a9 2

Thus constrained, it contributes to delayed diagnosis, fragmented care and comes in the way
of curtailing research and policy on the issue.

3 WAT TRHATST & HROT ATt #F e, Tisd ITar caaedr dur 34 v @ 3egaene 3R
AfafA#ToT 7 s18m 3cue= g B

The significance lies not only in the fact that the definition has broadened the panel of factors
that will facilitate better diagnosis, but also that PCOS affects a staggering number of women
— it is estimated that the syndrome affects 170 million women during their reproductive years
alone.

SHHT Hcd hd ol SH TLT H A § 1o 1S TR o A5 [eTeT g Rl o GRR H faEge
fraT &, afew 3T a1a 7 o & T frefianvw gt dwear 7 afgensit « ysnfag sarg —
3711 & o T TR shdel ToTatel 3 & GRI 8 17 Fs AfRe3i I gemfad Fiar g |

Welcome initiative

TARTAANIT 9§

“It is an extremely welcome initiative. It has been in the works for a few years, of course,”
says Usha Sriram, endocrinologist and diabetologist, founder of DIWAS, an organisation built
around women'’s health.

‘g Icdd TN Yge & | 7w €1, 30 W o o aui & SR ol 1T UT,” A3 &
ALY T 3MUTRA TS NIMESTeYUUH ! HEUTTeh TUT USThISaileilo1ee Ud SRASCTalToe
397 AR FE &

“PCOS restricts and reduces it to about cysts and gave it an ovarian-reproductive emphasis.
“fHITH 3 had FAFe d& ATAT I Sdl § R SH BRI U Folelol-chiad THAEIT & & H
TG AT
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It is not a one-off reproductive abnormality.
I IS UHHAT Foletel Gt IAAIAT 781 &
This is a syndrome that could have a life-long impact on more than just reproductive health.”

g v FAge § et era dhaol Yol TaTeey doh WA o1gl, dfeh ildelsR IS AhdTgl”

She further adds: “When people google PCOS, what comes up is ‘difficulty conceiving,
pregnancy loss and gestational diabetes mellitus.’

I W dgdl & ‘ST AT NHINTH FY SeTAe W TIeTd §, Y THUROT H Hidars, s 31K
arefiafer FyAg Sl ST e 3§

“That is also the general perception — linked as it is to fertility, it has become associated with
a lot of stigma.”

A HHAI YR 3 §aT 31§ § — < F§ TofeteT GTHAT F ST g3 ¥, SHIAT 58 TN Tl
37 TSI hoieh o s TATE "

Jaishree Gajaraj, senior obstetrician and gynaecologist, also welcomes the move,
attesting that a great deal of misdiagnosis and overdiagnosis also happens with PCOS, apart
from self diagnosis too.

aftss gafa va & Qo1 ferwet Staft arerrer i 38 FeH T TaeTd el 8 IR AT 8
NATH F AT F 16T e, Wﬁmammmﬁamm@rqqﬁaﬁaga
3w AT B

She believes that this nomenclature change will make a very big difference in clinical practice,
and help facilitate appropriate diagnoses and treatment.

AT ATAAT § T Ig ATH IRTdT RIfhcah 1T sIdegR & J3T 3d T3 a7 3d et 3K
mafrgvmaamm

Tejasvi Seshadri, consultant paediatric, adolescent endocrinologist, at Rainbow Hospitals,
Bengaluru, says this reclassification will be useful to let the world know that it is not a
condition isolated to the ovaries, but impacting general health and well-being too.

TeTa §TRRICeH, §eTeS hl TRIALEIAT aTel Ud [ USishigalalioree dored Qo gc §
TE JAGITRIT VT Y UG FHSI 7 T Q11T F A bl ISR o WA Rl 78 &,
o GHT TarEey 3R Feamor 1 off Fefad HLar gl

Going on to explain that paediatric endocrinologists already follow this comprehensive
approach and involvement of hormones that this change has advocated, Dr. Seshadri says
“we are also looking at poly endocrine factors in children, not judging just by the arrested
follicle development (commonly associated with PCOS) because disruptions in the early
years of menstrual health are normal and can result in this.”

Ig TISC I gV o el USIshTSallelfoTee Tgel H &1 3H AT TSeehIUT T gTHleTel Hgefarar
T ITele ad &, 1. AW Fedl &, “Bﬂan_tﬁﬁa-’l‘ra'g’-ﬁ?rzmd’rqﬂwi T G §, had e
iferhel faehIe (ST EHIT: SAFTH T ST AT ST §) & IR W) ooty w7t o, F3ifen
ATfA® 937 Tarey & URTAS auf 3 cgaen T gid & 3R 5% HRT VAT & ThaT g 1”

“‘We run a basic hormone assay for the child, rule out diabetes and pre-diabetes, and insulin
resistance, dyslipidemia, MASLD (all part of metabolic dysfunction).

“GH T & ToIT oo grafel qeToT el &, AYAE 3R M-srafeere, sgfoe wiorty, BReamsiaar
JUT THTTHTAE) (ST T3 TaTgRlY AR &1 f3ear §) i el Rl &

Once the child has been diagnosed, then we recommend lifestyle changes, and on a case-to-
case basis, perhaps medications.

Teh IR Fed &l feT 81 STl W, g8 SHaat el 3 gRace I §elle & & 3R 3aegeha & HTaR
gars o S &
Not every child gets the same treatment,” she adds.

X ST T Ueh SIHT SYUR &8 [T STTell,” 98 37197 heehl ¢ |
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Global implementation

ARTF FETTaTT

The Lancet paper lists an eight-stage process of global implementation of the new name,
from publication and academic dissemination to developing resources for the project,
integrating it into health care systems to transition and refinement, leading up to integration
into the international guidelines in 2028.

g AT & v 7 T AH & IRGh Fieade g He-Falry 9fsHar &1 3o frar T g,
TrEa gehreret 3R QAeTT0Teh THR & et TRATSIAT g FHTET T el HetT, S Tareey dar
gunferat 7 afFAfed e, GhavT td qivsenior I 9fehdT dUT 3idd: 2028 T Jaserd
feenfadelt 7 TamaerT enfder B

Dr. Usha says implementation will depend on the professional societies working towards this
goal.

1. 3NT FHEd! & [ STPT FATTaTT 5T 8T T f&em 7 1Y X TET U FEATT R FIR Ham|
It is important to build awareness among the community simultaneously, she adds.

T 3TN gl & o AIU-ATY FHET H STHTERAT (AT T 31 AT 3aITH &

Jayashree Gopal, endocr|nolog|st and diabetologists, has a die erent take.

USIshTgalalTolee Td SRIsCelltoree sTa#ft el 1 56 fasar ov 37efer giSeahivT ¢

Several attempts have been made in the past to bring focus on the metabolic aspects, in fact,
once the change suggested was Metabolic Reproductive Syndrome.

g # o TR TE o3l R €Tl SHige el & e T fhv 10 &, AR veh qHg sHAT
JEAIad AT Aeditas RusfFea g off ar|

But PCOS has been around for about a 100 years, and | believe that gynaecologists, at least
in urban areas, are aware of the metabolic aspects of the syndrome.

oiferet FrI3TH STeTeTeT 100 TNT & Tl H &, IR AT AT & oh FH-T-FHA AT 8137 7 T4
et FaQwt 58 RS & ol vgepit & aRfaa

Will this name change actually bring about change?

FIAT UG ATH IR aEdd 7 IRIciel deamm?

“It depends really.

“ag aedd 7 aRFEfaat i ek aar |

There is another category of metabolic disorder that was renamed recently — Non
Alcoholic fatty liver disease became Metabolic Dysfunction-Associated Steatotic Liver
Disease, and that caught on pretty fast, probably because of the association of the former
with alcohol,” Dr. Gopal explains.

BTl &1 & Ueh 31T TATIerY [qehR T AT 3T ISl 31T — aiieT Tedlgifae thd) farax Bt &1
Aemdifos BerFee-3mafaves Revelfes foar fBsfisr Fer s o9, 3R g8 aRads sy asi
A TR Y fOAT 1T, THA: SHTAT Fieh RTod 7T T H S A ST SACAT 2T,” BT, INaTer
TS FIA B |

On the other hand, as Dr. Usha Sriram points out, the condition now defined as pre-diabetes
was known by many fangled names until this one has come to stay.

@l 3R, ST o ST, 39T AR qareh &, foe e &t simer d-srrfadisr @vgr Sirar g, 38 g
S JTEIT-3TT ATAT T SATAT SITAT AT, SIS b Toh TG AT TATRA T & TATold =Tal gl aT|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5 5



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

.
Questions and Answers to
the previous day’s daily
quiz: 1. Hantaviruses are
naturally found primarily in
which group of mammals?
Ans: Rodents

2. Smallpox was an infectious
disease caused by ____ virus,
which belongs to the genus
Orthopoxvirus. Fill in the
blank. Ans: Variola

3. This is a virus belonging to
Reovirales, an order of
segmented, non-enveloped,
double-stranded RNA viruses.
Itis an arbovirus, being
primarily transmitted to
humans from the bite of
infected mosquitoes of the
genus Culex. Which is it? Ans:
Banna virus

4. This virus causes a type of

viral hemorrhagic fever. It is
endemic in West African
countries, especially Sierra
Leone, the Republic of Guinea,
Nigeria, and Liberia. Which is
it? Ans: Lassa Virus

5. This is the main cause of
hemorrhagic fever with renal
syndrome (HFRS) in East Asia.
It is transmitted by the striped
field mouse. Name the virus.
Ans: Hantaan virus

Visual: Identify the infection
caused by this virus. What is
the name of the cancer that
may be an eventual result of
this? Ans: HPV (Human
papillomavirus infection)
Early Birds: Sunil Madhavan |
Arun Kumar Singh | Pulkit
Sathe | Mohan Lal Patel |
Pranab Biswas

15M. QUIZ

Hantaviruses are naturally found primarily in
which group of mammals?

Answer: Rodents

Explanation

e Hantaviruses are a group of viruses that
are naturally carried by rodents such as rats,
mice, and voles. These animals generally do not
become sick from the virus, but they can spread
it to humans through urine, saliva, droppings, or
contaminated dust particles.

e In humans, hantaviruses can cause
serious diseases such as Hantavirus Pulmonary
Syndrome (HPS) and Hemorrhagic Fever with
Renal Syndrome (HFRS).

e According to global health agencies and

research institutions, rodents remain the primary natural reservoir of hantaviruses

worldwide.

Smallpox was an infectious disease caused by virus, which belongs to the
genus Orthopoxvirus.

Answer: Variola
Explanation

e Smallpox was a highly contagious and deadly disease caused by the Variola virus, a
member of the genus Orthopoxvirus.

e The disease produced fever, body aches, and a characteristic skin rash with pus-filled
blisters.

e Due to an extensive global vaccination campaign led by the World Health Organization
(WHO), smallpox became the first human disease to be officially eradicated in 1980.

e Today, routine vaccination against smallpox is no longer conducted for the general
public, although preserved virus samples remain under strict international laboratory
security and monitoring.

This is a virus belonging to Reovirales, an order of segmented, non-enveloped,
double-stranded RNA viruses. It is an arbovirus, being primarily transmitted to
humans from the bite of infected mosquitoes of the genus Culex. Which is it?

Answer: Banna Virus
Explanation

e Bannavirus is an arbovirus belonging to the order Reovirales and is mainly
transmitted through the bite of infected Culex mosquitoes. It was first identified in
China’s Yunnan Province and has been associated with fever and encephalitis in
humans.

e The virus possesses a segmented double-stranded RNA genome and is considered an
emerging mosquito-borne pathogen in parts of Asia.

e Research studies indicate that its transmission pattern is linked to tropical and
subtropical climatic conditions that favour mosquito breeding.
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This virus causes atype of viral hemorrhagic fever. It is endemic in West African
countries, especially Sierra Leone, the Republic of Guinea, Nigeria, and Liberia. Which
is it?

Answer: Lassa Virus
Explanation

e Lassavirus is the causative agent of Lassa fever, a severe viral hemorrhagic illness
endemic to several West African countries including Nigeria, Liberia, Sierra Leone, and
Guinea.

e The virus is primarily spread through contact with food or household items
contaminated by the urine or droppings of infected Mastomys rats.

e According to international health agencies, thousands of infections occur annually in
endemic regions. Symptoms range from mild fever to severe bleeding, respiratory
distress, and organ failure in serious cases.

5.This is the main cause of hemorrhagic fever with renal syndrome (HFRS) in East
Asia. It is transmitted by the striped field mouse. Name the virus.

Answer: Hantaan Virus
Explanation

e Hantaan virus is one of the primary causes of Hemorrhagic Fever with Renal Syndrome
(HFRS) in East Asia, particularly in countries such as China and South Korea.

e Thevirus is mainly carried and transmitted by the striped field mouse (Apodemus
agrarius).

¢ Humans become infected through inhalation of virus-contaminated particles from
rodent urine, saliva, or droppings.

e HFRS can lead to fever, bleeding disorders, and kidney damage. According to global
public health research institutions, hantavirus infections remain an important zoonotic
disease concern in Asia.
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